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The emergence of an Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) together with its associated Action Plan has 
highlighted the need for reliable and comprehensive data in order for commitments to become reality. 
This initiative has also made it clear that there is a need to coordinate the many actions on coastal 
areas initiated by a number of Directorates-General within the European Commission. Finally, it has 
provided the chance to take stock of how maritime Regions are equipped to base their strategies and 
design their development programmes on the basis of relevant and comparable information and data. 
 
The initial observations of the working group set up by the CPMR and PACA Region under the 
“Aquamarina” initiative show: 
 

- major shortcomings in terms of coordination between the initiatives launched at EU level; 
- a major need for regional and local authorities to have operational data that corresponds to 

realities on the ground; 
- a capital that is too often underestimated and underused in terms of analysing and sharing 

data at regional and local level; 
- high expectations on the part of regional and local authorities with regard to aid to be 

provided in designing cooperation programmes. 
 
These observations reflect: 
 

- Political expectations: the IMP that is currently being developed needs to be designed and led 
on the basis of good quality data. Regional and local authorities wish to contribute towards 
formulating IMP in the framework of a renewed system of governance for organising data. 
The way information systems are organised in Europe needs to be reviewed so that they assist 
regional and local authorities in managing their territories and implementing the EU policies 
for which they have responsibility. Furthermore, geographic information systems should 
contribute more than they have done in the past towards designing high standard 
development and cooperation programmes. 

 



- Operational and technical needs focusing on the type of additional data to be compiled, the 
interoperability of data, the need to join up land and marine data and ways of contributing to 
the INSPIRE and EMODNET initiatives, ......... 

 
Alongside these observations, the initial steps of an IMP have generated new needs for cooperation 
which have led to the elaboration of transnational cooperation projects. These projects all include one 
or more sections on data and in some cases plan to develop systems of indicators. This is a situation 
that will only serve to disperse efforts and make it even more difficult than it already is to create 
consistency among initiatives dealing with the coastline and coastal area. 
 
It is therefore felt to be necessary and urgent for regional and local authorities, central governments, 
Directorates-General of the European Commission and Agencies and Institutes specialised in drawing 
up and providing information, to look together at the situation of data in the maritime sector in 
Europe. 
 
This is the reason for proposing this seminar. It is addressed to the maritime Regions and particularly 
their departments specialised in the use of data and geographic information systems, and also to the 
different Directorates-General of the European Commission which have launched actions in the 
maritime field, namely DG REGIO, RESEARCH, ENV and MARE. Finally it is also targeted towards 
to agencies and bodies specialised in maritime data such as the European Environment Agency and 
Eurostat, ESPON. 
 
This working day is divided into three main parts: 
 
The first should allow us to validate the observations that have been established by the working group 
set up in the framework of Aquamarina. The aim is also to specify EU-led initiatives and how they are 
coordinated between themselves. Thirdly, the idea is to identify the added value that improved 
coordination of data could provide for EU policies and programmes on the one hand and the results 
of regional development programmes on the other. 
 
The second part is centred on regional experiences and capacities for action with regard to data and 
geographic information systems. Through real case studies, it should be possible to gauge 
opportunities and also pinpoint difficulties encountered by departments within maritime Regions 
specialised in the management of territories and application of local, national and European policies 
and how the use of mapping can help them. 
 
The third part looks at how to prepare for the future. The aim is to lay the foundations for long-term 
action to set up a system of governance for data at European level in the maritime and coastal field. 
How should the Regions get organised among themselves and with the States and DGs? 
 
 

 
 


