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MINUTES 
 
The emergence of an Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) combined with an Action Plan has 
highlighted the need for reliable comprehensive data if the measures required by the IMP are 
to be successfully introduced. 
Faced with this need, the CPMR and the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region began looking 
at the issue within the Aquamarina” working group set up by the CPMR on behalf of 
maritime regions to support the implementation of the IMP Action Plan. 
 
Launched in the form of a working party specialising in data and indicators, this initiative: 
 

▪ Highlighted the need to coordinate the many coastal area initiatives launched by a 
number of Directorates General at the European Commission.  

▪ Pinpointed the abilities of maritime Regions to base their strategies and design their 
development programmes on relevant, comparable information and data.  

 
This was the aim of the one-day seminar held on 10th December 2009 in Brussels attended by 
more than thirty maritime regions, representatives from DG ENVIRONMENT, DG MARE 
and DG RESEARCH and representatives from the European Environment Agency. 
 
 
► The initial observations of the “Data and Indicators” working group show: 
 

▪ A lack of coordination between the initiatives launched at Community level; 

▪ A significant need, among local and regional authorities, for operational data that reflects 
the realities in the field; 

▪ A lack of knowledge and too little use of analysis tools and data sharing at regional and 
local level; 

▪ Significant expectations on the part of local and regional agencies in terms of assistance 
for the design of cooperation programmes. 
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These observations translate: 
 

▪ “Political” expectations: the IMP currently being established must be based on quality 
data as regards its design and implementation. Local and regional authorities want to 
contribute to the construction of the IMP within the framework of renewed governance 
for the organisation of data, and the organisation of information systems in Europe must 
be reviewed to facilitate the management of territories and the introduction of European 
policies by local and regional authorities with responsibility for these issues. Moreover, 
geographical information systems must make a larger contribution than they have done 
thus far in designing quality development and cooperation programmes. 

▪ Operational and technical needs as regards the type of additional data required, the 
interoperability of data, the need to integrate terrestrial and maritime data, the means of 
contributing to the INSPIRE and EMODNET initiatives etc. 

 
At the same time as these observations, the first steps towards an IMP have generated new 
needs for cooperation that have led to the construction of transnational cooperation projects, 
all of which include one or more sections on data and some of which intend to set up 
systems of indicators.  
 
 

 
Such a situation can only further disperse efforts and make it more difficult than it already is 

to ensure the consistency of the initiatives  
covering coastal zones and coastlines. 

 
It therefore seems to be necessary and urgent to join forces (local and regional authorities, 

States, Directorates General at the European Commission, agencies and institutes 
specialising in the building and supply of information) to consider the situation with regard 

to maritime data in Europe. 
 

 
 
► The 10th December seminar proposed to provide an initial response to these observations.  
It targeted maritime Regions and, in particular, their departments specialising in the use of 
data and geographical information systems, as well as the various Directorates General at the 
European Commission that had launched actions in the maritime sector i.e. DG REGIO, DG 
RESEARCH, DG ENVIRONMENT and DG MARE. Finally, it targeted agencies and bodies 
specialising in maritime data e.g. the European Environment Agency. 
 
In the presence of the representatives of the relevant DGs and the EEA, who described their 
own coastal and maritime actions, there were papers on coastal and maritime data 
management tools from several Regions within four maritime basins (Baltic, North Sea, 
Atlantic and Mediterranean). 
 
Focusing firstly on the topic of adaptation to climate change in coastal zones and the fight 
against erosion, and secondly on the protection of ecosystems, the following Regions 
described their work (http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,167).  
 
 
 

http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,167
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BALTIC  
▪ WEST FINLAND Region 

 
MEDITERRANEAN 
▪ CATALONIA Region – Coastal observatory, Consorci EL FAR  

▪ LIGURIA Region – Spatial Planning Department  

▪ SARDINIA Region – Sardinian Agency for coastal areas conservation and sustainable development 

▪ LAZIO Region – Integrated Coastal Zone Management sector 

▪ EMILIA-ROMAGNA Region - DG Environment 

▪ Provence-Alpes Côte d’Azur Region – Maritime Affairs and the Regional Geomatic Network 
(CRIGE, Centre Régional à l’Information Géographique) 

 
ATLANTIC 
▪ SHETLAND Region - NAFC Marine Centre 

▪ SOUTH WEST UK - South West Coastal Monitoring Programme, National Oceanography Centre  

▪ BRITTANY Region – Management of Geographical Information Systems 

▪ AQUITAINE Region – Department of Tourism and Natural Heritage  

 
NORTH SEAD 
▪ SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN Region - Research Centre Geesthacht (Institute for Coastal Research) 

 
 

MAIN CONCLUSIONS 
 

Opinion of rapporteurs: Paolo LUPINO - LAZIO Region - and Raquel DIEZ CETMAR – 
GALICIA Region. 

 
- Importance of the high-tech nature of the data management tools developed in European 
Regions and their key role in collecting and optimising increasingly detailed data. 
- Importance of the introduction of numerous data management tools or observatories by the 
Regions, but hindered by: 

▪ Inadequate funding to ensure a long-term future for the structures and the regular 
updating of data; 

▪ Lack of coordination between the tools, creating an obstacle to the data interoperability 
required for an integrated view of the situation; lack of coordination with regard to 
metadata between States or within one and the same State and the consequent loss of 
energy and budget; 

▪ Need to design EMODNET as a data platform that also integrates data from the Regions 
and lower levels of governance; 

▪ Crucial importance of encouraging free access for public managers to as much data as 
they require for the sustainable management of their territories; 

▪ Need to improve the consideration and circulation of international standards; 

▪ Need to network observatories and tools within a given basin and between basins. 

 

Specific emphasis was then placed on the example of a basin including numerous third 
party States – the Mediterranean.  
Mr. Jean-Pierre Giraud, Manager of the Mediterranean Information System on Environment and 

Sustainable Development (MISESD) 
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The Blue Plan, an agency involved in the Mediterranean Action Plan and responsible for 
coordinating data management and the cartography of numerous ICZM initiatives in the 
Mediterranean, has given its comments on the current situation: 
 

▪ Significant difference in the awareness and use of the GIS tool along the north and south 
shores of the Mediterranean; 

▪ Governance of data is more centralised on the south shores; 

▪ The development of these tools is not part of public policy, leading to a lack of continuity 
and a long-term future for data management; 

▪ On the north shores, although more observatories have been set up, the budgets allocated 
to them do not cover the needs as regards systems maintenance and the updating of data. 

 
In terms of optimisation: 

▪ The Blue Plan recommends greater enhancement of research projects such as PEGASO; 

▪ The circulation of the objectives and values inscribed in the INSPIRE Directive should be 
increased all around the Mediterranean Basin. 

 
The rapporteurs and speakers from the regions agree that some thought should be given to 
the creation of think tanks per basin to ensure the following: 

▪ Greater data interoperability;  

▪ Discussions on the parameters and data used; 

▪ The setting up of basin “platforms” including the various tools and observatories 
introduced by the various levels of management within the same basin. 

 
The representatives of the European Commission’s DGs were then invited to give their 
impressions of the seminar and papers.  
 

▪ The representatives of DG Environment, DG MARE, DG Research and the EEA 
acknowledged that they had gained new insight into the number and quality of the tools 
and observatories managed by maritime regions in Europe. 

 

▪ They emphasised the development and application of the INSPIRE Directive as one of the 
partial responses to the problems raised. 

 

▪ They acknowledged the need to simplify the procedures for access to funding in order to 
ensure that the tools and data had a long-term future. 

 

▪ Moreover, they supported the idea of the need for the development of networks of 
managers of these tools to increase synergy, improve the expression of needs (for 
example, through the CPMR) and increase discussions between the Regions and the 
Commission on these topics. 

 
To this end, the CPMR proposed to make available to its Member Regions, on its website, a 
screening and hyperlink tool to enable them to access the cartographic databases or the 
coastal and maritime observatories in the Regions. The tool will be available from mid-march 
2010 and we encourage all Member Regions to send their hyperlinks or documents on data 
and indicators so that they can be included in the tool. This will optimise them and should 
make it easier for Regions to contact each other about possible cooperation projects. 
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► Follow-up to the 10th December seminar. 
 
To specify the actual working relations between the maritime Regions and the relevant DGs 
in the European Commission, a series of meetings was held on the following day, 11th 
December.  
 
With regard to DG Environment, represented by Mrs Birgit SNOEREN, the OURCOAST 
project which aims to identify Integrated Coastal Zone Management initiatives funded by 
the EU will also establish contacts between managers and enable them to discuss past 
experiences. If you have not yet joined this list, please complete the enclosed forms and 
return them to us (Cf. enclosed documents). 
 
The EMODNET prototype (“ur EMODNET”) should be ready by May and the person 
responsible for this scheme, Mr. Iain Shepherd, invites the Regions to test the prototype with 
their own data. 
We shall let the Regions know when they will be able to do so. 
We have also been asked to describe the Regions’ work to the Expert Group in charge of the 
introduction of EMODNET. 
 
Given the quality of the seminar papers, the representative of DG Research, Mrs. Fabbri, 
suggested that the Regions with the most advanced tools might like to join the European 
Expert Groups within DG Research. 
For those who wish to avail themselves of this opportunity, please send us a link to your 
cartographic coastal management tool or a presentation document, with a description of the 
person or department that you wish to enrol. If you meet the criteria, we will contact DG 
Research and have you accredited as experts. 
 
We would inform you that a new department was set up on 16th December 2009 at DG 
MARE. Its purpose is to create a database to facilitate the Integrated Fishing Data 
Management (IFDM) in Europe. 
We will contact the new Head of Department to find out whether there is a possibility of 
cooperating on the work to be undertaken by the new structure. 
 
Also, an Atlas of European Seas, “MARATLAS”, is currently being prepared and we will 
contact its Coordinator at DG MARE to find out the criteria required before the Regions’ 
cartographic tools can be included in the Atlas. 
 
Finally, the European Environment Agency has asked the CPMR to describe its work at the 
forthcoming “Maritime Day” to be held in Gijon in May. 
 
 
The meeting’s organisers would like to thank all those who took part in the meeting to set up 
joint reflection and discussion between the Regions and the Commission’s departments, 
organised as part of the working group on coastal and maritime data, Aquamarina. 
 
Consideration is currently being given to ways of sustaining this initiative on the tools that 
are essential for any integrated management policy i.e. databases and mapping. 
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In accordance with the commitments made on 10th December and to formalise these 

considerations and guidelines, a second seminar will be held at the end of the first semester 
2010 attended by representatives from the Regions and the INTERREG secretariats from 

maritime cooperation areas. 
 

Its aim will be to identify the conditions under which existing cooperation instruments could 
promote the management and use of data, and encourage the networking of existing 

initiatives within maritime basins. 
 

  
 
 

F. DESRENTES, CRPM and C. LOCHET, Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur Region. 
 


