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The Regions of the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission, gathered on the occasion of their Annual General 
Assembly in Stockholm on 26 and 27 May 2011: 

1. Advocate for the retaining of an ambitious Cohesion Policy for all EU Regions during the next 
programming period. Though it should continue to mainly concentrate on lagging Regions, it 
should also help the more developed Regions to adjust their development pattern to the new 
economic, social, demographic and environmental challenges. It is all the more true that the 
financial and economic crisis has hit Regions among the most developed in Europe.  

2. Strongly supports the focus of post-2013 Cohesion Policy with the Europe 2020 Strategy 
objectives.  

3. Provided that Cohesion Policy helps mainstreaming public investments in Europe towards 
common EU priorities, considers that its budget within the next Multi-annual Financial 
Framework should therefore be kept a minima as it is today in terms of Euro/inhabitant. 
Given that the EU GDP should decrease as a consequence of the financial and economic crisis 
during the reference period for Structural Funds budget calculation, a stable budget in terms 
of EU GDP percentage would mean a decrease in real terms and could therefore not be 
acceptable. 

4. Assume that it is crucial to reinforce the return on investment of Cohesion Policy intervention, 
all the more so in the current economic situation, and therefore overall agree with the 
proposal from the European Commission to reinforce Cohesion Policy internal conditionality. 
However, in the context of a policy instrument which is implemented in a rather decentralised 
way, estimates that the first ex ante conditionality should be the existence of a genuine political 
agreement at national level between the central government and all regional and local 
partners formally involved in the implementation of Cohesion Policy. Relatively, strongly 
opposes any kind of macroeconomic conditionality, as it would mean punishing Regions for 
mistakes made by their central governments. 

5. Highlight the importance of Cohesion Policy in addressing the territorial cohesion objective 
now in the Lisbon Treaty. Indeed, territorial cohesion is a political principle implying the right 
for any citizen from any territory within the European Union to benefit equally from the basic 
freedoms outlined in the Treaty and introduced through EU policies, bearing in mind, 
however, that the freedom to circulate and access to goods, services, capital or knowledge are 
strongly dependent on the geographic or demographic characteristics of the territories. The 
Regions from the Baltic Sea Commission, in particular the insular and sparsely populated 
northernmost Regions, face these issues daily, and therefore strongly call for Cohesion Policy 
to address them by limiting the most negative effects while allowing these Regions to take 
advantage of their opportunities through a bold, positive approach.  

6. Strongly support further development of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. The 
Regulations shall better allow taking on board priorities related to the EUSBSR in the course 
of the programming period. The involvement of Regional Authorities in the Strategy must go 
beyond their sole consultation. They must now take part in the formal governance process of 
the Strategy to strengthen the synergies between EU, national and regional policies regarding 
the EUSBSR priorities.  

7. Call for a strong territorial cooperation objective keeping the current 3 strands (cross-border, 
trans-national and inter-regional). While the cross-border strand could be made more strategic 
if defined at NUTS 2 level instead of NUTS 3 as is the case today, the trans-national strand 
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shall be envisaged as a support for coordination of macro-regional strategies where they exist. 
In the Baltic Sea Region context, the Interreg B Baltic Sea Region Programme could serve as a 
support for coordination in the framework of the EUSBSR.  

 

8. Call for a real and strong coherence between EU Cohesion Policy, particularly its 3rd objective 
on territorial cooperation, and the future EU Neighbourhood Policy. Recalls that even if 
relations between the European Union and Russia - EU’s third biggest trade partner - are not 
developed through the European Neighbourhood Policy but by a strategic partnership, Russia 
receives funding from the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI). The 
Regions contribute to a better involvement of civil society from both sides of the borders. They 
support the pursuit of the different ENPI-CBC programmes in the Baltic and Northern Europe 
area after 2013 and recommend a real partnership and involvement of Russian partners, 
particularly Regions, in the implemention of the Baltic Sea Strategy.  

 


