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Links between the European Union and Russia are an important issue for Regions of the Baltic Area, and are 
regularly discussed in the framework of the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission. Without being exhaustive, this 
document simply provides a factual overview of the main existing initiatives concerning cooperation 
between the European Union and Russia, organised in the framework of international agreements and/or 
with the support of specific EU Programmes. It is largely based on elements from the CPMR Technical 
Paper1.  During the 2011 General Assembly of the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission (Stockholm-Helsinki, 26-27 
May 2011), the information provided in this document will be discussed under the following angles: 
 

- From the perspective of the Regions of the Baltic Sea area, what is the concrete impact of the main 
existing initiatives which are generating cooperation links between EU and Russia? 

- In which areas should and could cooperation between Regions from EU countries and Regions from 
Russia be strengthened? 

- To which extent should and could such increased cooperation be supported by EU policy initiatives, 
including the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Area, or programmes? 

- Should the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission engage more specific actions concerning links with Russia? 

The following elements are addressed in the document: 
- Bilateral partnership EU-Russia; 
- Northern dimension; 
- Cross border cooperation ENPI programmes; 
- Baltic Sea Strategy; 
- Thematic initiatives/policies (Helcom, 7th Framework Programme, and research/innovation…). 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Technical Paper from the CPMR General Secretariat “Cooperation in the Northern area of Europe: Issue 
paper and proposal for actions”, APRIL 2011 
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I. BILATERAL PARTNERSHIP EU-RUSSIA 

Relations between the European Union and Russia, EU’s third biggest trade partner, are not developed 
through the European Neighbourhood Policy but by a strategic partnership. However, Russia receives 
funding from the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI). 
  
EU-Russia relations are based on the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, which came into force on 1 
December 1997 and was adapted to the several enlargements of the EU. A Strategy Paper 2007-2013 for 
Russia describes the way to support, by financial cooperation, the partnership with Russia completed by 
Annual Action Programmes. The principal source of funding is the ENPI, although some projects, in nuclear 
or Human Rights issues for example, involve specifics instruments. The financial principle of ENPI is co-
financing (Art. 4.4 of ENPI regulation).     
 
In the framework of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, the cooperation is based on the 
development of 4 common spaces agreed in the “roads maps” of the Moscow Summit in May 2005. 

- The Common Economic Space, covering economic issues and the environment; 
- The Common Space of Freedom, Security and Justice; 
- The Common Space of External Security, including crisis management and non-proliferation; 
- The Common Space of Research, Education and Culture. 

In 2010, under bilateral actions2 of the ENPI, the EU elaborated three programmes concerning Russia: an 
Annual Action Programme and two specifics programmes.  

- The 2010 Annual Action Programme in favour of Russia intend to support the Common Space of 
Research, Education and Culture and provide a maximum of 1.5 million Euros to promote education 
and training in European studies in Russia; 

- An EU Baltic Sea Strategy External Action Programme in favour of Russia (the only non-EU member 
in the area) intends to finance activities3 to support the external dimension of the EU Baltic Sea 
Strategy and provide 20 million Euros; 

- A Preparatory Action "Ethnic and national minorities in Russia: promoting integrity and 
intercultural dialogue" which aims to promote Russia’s ethnic minorities by enhancing the legal 
framework for a budget of 2 million Euros. 

Negotiations on a New EU-Russia Agreement were launched at the Khanty-Mansyisk Summit in June 2008. 
The New Agreement should update and replace the existing Partnership and Cooperation Agreement. By 
the end of 2010, 12 full negotiating rounds will have taken place.  
 
The Common Policy called Northern Dimension is an aspect of the EU-Russia partnership but takes place at 
another geographical level and includes several other participant States.  
 

II. THE NORTHERN DIMENSION 

EU and Russia, as well as Iceland and Norway, renewed a common policy called Northern Dimension at the 
Helsinki Summit in November 2006, with specifics objectives for the northern area (fragile environment, 
sparse population…). The policy covers a broad geographical area, from the European Arctic and Sub-Arctic 
to the southern shores of the Baltic Sea countries in the vicinity and from north-west Russia in the east, to 
Iceland and Greenland in the west. Belarus already participates in some aspects of the Northern Dimension 
and is negotiating to obtain observer status. Canada and the United States have this status.                 

                                                           
2
 There are three geographical action levels for the ENPI: bilateral actions (90% of the budget), multilateral actions which 
involve at least two non-EU members and cross-border actions intended for local authorities at the external borders of 
the EU. 
3"Additional contribution to the Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership Support Fund", "Implementation of the 
Helsinki Commission (HELCOM) Baltic Sea Action Plan" and "Non-state Actors and Local Authorities Programme for 
the Baltic Sea Region within the framework of priorities of the Northern Dimension".  

http://eeas.europa.eu/russia/sum06_08/index_en.htm
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/russia/common_spaces/research_en.htm
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/russia/common_spaces/external_security_en.htm
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/russia/common_spaces/fsj_en.htm
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/russia/common_spaces/economic_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:21997A1128(01):EN:NOT
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Northern Dimension Ministerial meetings take place with the participation of the four partners at Foreign 
Minister or equivalent level of the European Union Member States / Commission, Iceland, Norway and the 
Russian Federation. They provide policy guidance and monitoring. They are held every two years. Northern 
Dimension Senior Officials Meetings, in a similar composition to the Ministerial level, are held whenever 
necessary and at least every alternate year between Ministerial meetings. To provide continuity, a Steering 
Group is established at expert level. It normally meets three times a year. 
 
To facilitate project implementation within the framework of the Northern Dimension policy, 4 partnerships 
were created:  
 

• Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership (NDEP); 
• Northern Dimension Partnership in Public Health and Social Wellbeing (NDPHS); 
• Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics (NDPTL); 
• Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture (NDPC). 

 
In 2010, a Northern Dimension Institute composed of research actors of the area (universities, national 
institutes) and a Northern Business Council to create a platform for dialogue between companies and the 
public authorities have also been created. The Northern Dimension Institute is currently working on a 
project to conduct a critical, comparative analysis of the policy priorities of the main regional organisations 
operating in the Northern Dimension (see below). A final report will be provided by the end of August 2011. 
 
The Northern Dimension also involves four Northern regional councils. With their different memberships, 
they identify needs for development and cooperation in their respective areas and support project 
implementation in different ways:  
 

-The Nordic Council of Ministers: Forum for Nordic governmental cooperation. The members are 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden as well as the autonomous territories of Greenland, Faroe 
Islands and Åland. Nordic Ministers for specific policy areas meet in the Council of Ministers between one 
and five times a year. The Nordic cooperation is focused on environment, energy, research, education, 
training and innovation and freedom of movement.  

-The Arctic Council: international organisation composed of the governments of Denmark (including 
Greenland and the Faroe Islands), Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Canada, the United States and Russia. 
The Council is also open to Arctic organisations of Indigenous peoples.  The Arctic Council Ministerial 
Meetings are held biannually. Meetings of Senior Arctic Officials are held every six months. There are six 
Working Groups to execute the programmes and projects mandated by the Arctic Council Ministers: Arctic 
Contaminants Action Programme, Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme, Conservation of Arctic 
Flora and Fauna, Emergency Prevention, Preparedness and Response, Protection of the Arctic Marine 
Environment, Sustainable Development Working Group. 

- The Council of the Baltic Sea States: overall political forum for regional inter-governmental cooperation. 
The Members of the Council are the eleven States of the Baltic Sea Region4 as well as the European 
Commission. The role of the Council is to serve as a forum for guidance and overall coordination among the 
participating states. The Foreign Minister of the presiding country is responsible for coordinating the 
Council’s activities and is assisted in this work by the Committee of Senior Officials. The priorities of the 
Norwegian Presidency for 2011 are: Maritime Policy, the fight against human trafficking and further 
development of the CBSS as an organisation to become more efficient, relevant and operative. 

- The Barents Euro Arctic Council: the members of the Barents Euro-Arctic Council are Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the European Commission. The primary goal of the Council is to 
promote sustainable economic and social development in the Barents Region5. For 2009-2011, the 
                                                           
4 Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia, Sweden 

5 Barents Euro-Arctic Council working groups: Working Group on Economic Cooperation , Working Group on 
Customs Cooperation , Working Group on Environment, Working Group on Youth Policy , Steering Committee for the 
Barents Euro-Arctic Transport Area, Joint Committee on Rescue Cooperation 
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chairmanship is provided by Sweden. The number one priority of the Swedish Chairmanship is to 
strengthen cooperation by interlinking challenges of economic growth, climate change and sustainable use of 
natural resources towards an eco-efficient economy. This intergovernmental council works in close 
collaboration with the Barents Regional Council through joint working groups.   
 
- Barents Cooperation (national and regional levels) 
 
The cooperation in the Barents Euro-Arctic Region was launched in 1993 when all five Nordic Countries, 
Russia and the EU Commission signed a Declaration establishing the Barents Euro-Arctic Council at a 
Foreign Ministers Conference in Kirkenes, Norway.  
 
At the same time the Barents regions’ county governors together with the representatives of indigenous 
peoples signed a cooperation protocol establishing the Barents Regional Council. The Barents Regional 
Council has representatives from the highest political and executive level in each region and includes 13 
county councils, or equivalent from the northern part of Norway, Russia, Finland and Sweden. In addition, 
there is also a representative of the indigenous peoples. Troms County Council officially took on the 
regional chairmanship in the Barents Regional Council, in October 2009, for a two year period.  

 

Member Regions of the Barents Regional Council 

Norway Finnmark, Nordland and Troms 
Sweden Norrbotten and Västerbotten 
Finland Kainuu, Lapland and Oulu 
Russia Arkhangelsk, Karelia, Komi, Murmansk and Nenets. 
 
The Barents Regional Committee prepares the Council meetings. The Committee drafted the Barents 
Program 2009-2013 which the Council approved in November 2008, which lists the visions and priorities of 
the regional cooperation for the next few years:  
 
- Economic and commercial cooperation;  
- Sustainable living environment;  
- Human resources;  
- Indigenous peoples; 
- Transport and infrastructure; 
- Information and promotion of the Barents Cooperation.  

In order to deepen and strengthen the cooperation the Regional Council has established Working Groups in 
priority areas of work. At the moment four regional thematic working groups exist for environment, 
communications, youth issues, and economic cooperation. Together with the Working Group of Indigenous 
Peoples, which has an advisory role and four joint working groups with the Barents Euro Arctic Council 
(culture; health and related social issues; education and research; energy) there are nine Working Groups 
reporting to the Barents Regional Council. 
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Cross-border cooperation is the main orientation of the multilateral activities in the Barents Region. During 
the previous Finnish Barents Euro Arctic Council Chairmanship (2005 - 2007), two pilot projects were 
initiated with the Nordic Council of Ministers. The projects focused on the indigenous peoples and the 
impact of climate change on biodiversity in the Barents region. The cooperation on project level with the 
Nordic Council of Ministers continues within these two fields and there is a possibility that it could also be 
expanded. 
 

III. CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION ENPI PROGRAMMES 

Although participation of the 5 Russian Barents Regions in the ENPI Baltic Sea Region Programme is not 
possible due to the absence of an agreement between the EU Commission and the Russian Federation, 
financing agreements were signed at the EU-Russia Summit on 18 November 2009 in Stockholm for five 
land border cross-border cooperation programmes. In July 2010, the Russian Douma ratified the 
agreements. 

The programmes have a total budget of €437 million Euros until 2013 (EU: 267 million, Members States: 67 
million, Russia: 104 million). 

1) Kolarctic programme 2007-2013                                                                              www.kolarcticenpi.info 
 

 
 
In 2000, Kolarctic was initiated as a sub-programme of INTERREG III A North and then as the 
Neighbourhood Kolarctic Programme 2004-2006 with funds from Tacis and Interreg. The managing 
authority is the Regional Council of Lapland. In 2011, a 2nd call for proposals was launched (14 March-13 
June) for 12 million Euros. The Programme aims to help the regions in the Programme area to develop their 
cross-border economic, social and environmental potential, which shall be achieved by supporting 
innovative cross-border activities, accessibility, and the sustainable development of natural resources, 
communities and cultural heritage. 
 
 The three priorities of the programme are: 
 
-Economic and Social Development; 
-Common Challenges (health, security, accidents, environmental risks); 
-People-to-People Cooperation and Identity Building. 
 
 

ELIGIBLE BORDER REGIONS ADJOINING REGIONS 
Finland: Lappi Finland: Pohjois-Pohjanmaa 
Sweden: Norrbotten Sweden: Västerbotten 
Norway: Finmark, Troms, Nordland  
Russia: Murmansk, Archangelsk, Nenets Russia: Republic of Karelia, Leningrad oblast, 

City of St Petersburg  
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2) Karelia-Russia programme 2007-2013                                                                            www.kareliaenpi.eu 
 

 
 
A first INTERREG programme between Karelia and Russia was launched in 1996. Its budget for 2007-2013 is 
€46,405,014 (11.6 million from each partner country and 23.2 million from ENPI). The 2 priorities are 
economic development and quality of life. The Managing Authority of the programme is the Council of 
Oulu Region. 
 
The themes of the programme are: 
-Cross-border solutions for sustainable spatial, economic and environmental development; 
-Tourism cooperation; 
-Forest based cooperation; 
-Cultural cooperation; 
-Social and economic wellbeing; 
-Sustainable exploitation of natural resources. 
 

A third call for proposals for Karelia ENPI CBC Programme is to be opened in September 2011. It will 
concentrate on activities which seek cross-border solutions for forest-based cooperation and for questions 
relating to sustainable energy.  
 

ELIGIBLE BORDER REGIONS ADJOINING REGIONS 
 

Finland: Kainuu, Pohjois-Pohjanmaa, Pohjois-
Karjala  

Finland: Lappi, Pohjois-Savo 
 

Russia: Republic of Karelia Russia: Murmansk Oblast, Archangelsk Oblast, 
Leningrad Oblast, City of St Petersburg 

In 2000, the regions of Kainuu, North Karelia and Northern Ostrobothnia in Finland and the Republic of 
Karelia in Russia founded Euregio Karelia. It is a cooperation forum which organises events in order to 
support the implementation of the Karelia ENPI CBC Programme by activating actors to cross-border 
cooperation and networking. Euregio Karelia has also the role of information intermediary between the 
Karelia ENPI CBC Programme and participants.  

3) South East Finland-Russia programme 2007-2013                                           www.southeastfinrusnpi.fi 
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The objectives pursued by the Programme are to improve the economic, social and environmental situation 
in the Programme area, in the context of safe and secure borders, through increased contact of partners on 
both sides of the borders. The Managing Authority is the Regional Council of South Karelia. 
 
 The Programme focuses on the following three priorities: 
 
-Economic development; 
-Common challenges (border crossing and environment); 
-Social development and civil society. 
 
The indicative funds made available under the Calls for Proposals in 2011 amount to 19,000,000 Euros from 
which 9,500,000 Euros is Community funding. The aim is to launch two Calls for Proposals in 2011 having 
themes from all three programme priorities. 
 
 

ELIGIBLE BORDER REGIONS ADJACENT REGIONS 
Finland: Etela-Karjala, Kymenlaakso, Etela-Savo Finland: Itä-Uudenmaa, Päijät-Häme, Pohjois-

Savo 
Russia: Leningrad Oblast, City of St Petersburg Russia: Republic of Karelia. 
 
 

4) Estonia-Latvia-Russia programme 2007-2013                                                                    www.estlatrus.eu 
 

 
 

The 1st Call for Proposals of the Estonia – Latvia – Russia Cross-Border Cooperation Programme 2007-2013 
ended on 29 November 2010. The Managing Authority is the Ministry of Regional Development and Local 
Governments of the Republic of Latvia. 

The supported sectors were based on the three objectives of the programme: 

-Socio-economic development;                                                                                                                                         
-Common challenges (environment, energy and cultural heritage);                                                                         
-People to people cooperation.  

Available EU funding for the 1st Call Grant Applications is 23 million Euros.  

ELIGIBLE BORDER REGIONS ADJACENT REGIONS 
Latvia: Latgale, Vidzeme Latvia: Riga City and Pieriga 
Estonia: Kirde-Eesti, Lõuna-Eesti, Kesk-Eesti Estonia: Põhja-Eesti  
Russia: Leningrad region, Pskov region, St.-
Petersburg City. 
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5) Lithuania-Poland-Russia programme 2007-2013                                                      www.lt-pl-ru.eu 

 

On June 15 2010 the 1st Call for Proposals for the Lithuania-Poland-Russia ENPI CBC Programme 2007-2013 
was launched. The deadline for the submission of applications expired on September 15 2010.  The budget 
for this Call was 61 million Euros (the total budget of the Programme amounts to 176 million Euros). The 
Managing Authority of the programme is the Polish Ministry of Regional Development. 

The Call has been opened to the following priorities: 
 
-Common problems and challenges (sustainable use of environment, accessibility improvement); 
-Social, economic and spatial development.  
 

ELIGIBLE BORDER REGIONS ADJACENT REGIONS 
Lithuania: Klaip÷da, Marijampol÷, Taurag÷  Lithuania: Alytus, Kaunas, Telšiai, Šiauliai  
Russia: Kaliningrad Oblast  
Poland: Gdańsk-Gdynia-Sopot, Gdański, 
Elbląski, Olsztyński, Ełcki, Białostocko-Suwalski 
sub-regions 

Poland: Słupski, Bydgoski, Toruńsko-
Włocławski, ŁomŜyński, Ciechanowsko-Płocki, 
Ostrołęcko-Siedlecki 

 
IV. EU STRATEGY FOR THE BALTIC SEA AREA (EUSBSR) 

Russia is not a direct institutional partner of the EUSBRSR. It was foreseen in the Strategy that the Northern 
Dimension should provide the basis for the external aspects of cooperation in the region, and an EU Baltic 
Sea Strategy External Action Programme in favour of Russia (the only non-EU member in the area) intends 
to finance activities to support the external dimension of the EU Baltic Sea Strategy and provides 20 million 
Euros 

In addition to this, some specific strategic or cooperative actions or flagship projects belonging to several of 
the thematic priorities of the EUSBSR are specifically mentioning Russia: 

Priority 5. To mitigate and adapt to climate change - Coordinated by Denmark 
 
Flagship project 5.2. “Implement fully the EU – Russia Energy Efficiency Initiative”, particularly the annual 
work programmes of the Joint EU – Russia Thematic Group on Energy Efficiency of the EU – Russia Energy 
Dialogue, to be implemented jointly by the EU and Russian side. (Lead: European Commission, DG ENER; 
Deadline for progress review: 31 July 2010). 
 
Priority 6. To remove hindrances to the internal market in the Baltic Sea Region including to improve 
cooperation in the customs and tax area 
 
Strategic actions: 
“Implement the strategy aimed at sustainable improvement and facilitation of controls at the border of 
goods” adopted at the meeting of the EU-Russia Sub-Committee on Customs and Cross-border Cooperation 
on 26 April 2007 and reconfirmed on 19 June 2008. An assessment of the strategy's implementation is 
expected to be carried out in the second half of 2010.  
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Cooperative actions: 
“Promote the principles of good governance in the tax area”, namely transparency, exchange of 
information and fair tax competition, in order to improve international tax cooperation and reinforce efforts 
to combat cross-border tax fraud and evasion. A first step would be to reach an agreement with Russia on 
good governance in the tax area. The alignment of taxation policy should be also pursued, including inter 
alia gradual approximation of excise rates for cigarettes with Russia. 
 
Flagship project 6.5. “Monitor implementation of the priorities of the EU-Russia strategy” for 
improvement of customs and border procedures, namely: a) Implementation by Russia of legislative, 
administrative and procedural measures to improve the situation at the border; b) Implementation of a pilot 
project on EU-Russia information exchanges; c) Implementation and development of border-crossing and 
customs infrastructure. (Lead: European Commission, DG Taxud/EU-Russia Working Group on Customs 
Border Issues; Deadline for finalisation: to be determined). 
 
Flagship project 6.6. ”Monitor border situations” by re-launching the "Laufzettel" project, originally carried 
out in 2001, 2003, and 2005, with the objective of measuring border crossing/clearance times and identifying 
bottlenecks as well as opportunities to improve control procedures at the EU-Russian border. (Lead: 
European Commission, DG Taxud/EU-Russia Working Group on Customs Border Issues; Deadline for 
finalisation: second half of 2010). 
 
Priority 8. Implementing the Small Business Act: to promote entrepreneurship, strengthen SMEs and 
increase the efficient use of human resources – Coordinated by Denmark and Germany 
 
Strategic actions: 
“Jointly develop entrepreneurship in offshore renewable energy, particularly wind, to make the Baltic 
Sea Region a lead region in this field”. Offshore renewable energy is one of the growing maritime sectors. 
Pioneer work and the development of innovative technologies have been done by small and medium sized 
enterprises and these economic structures will continue to be important for the sector's development. 
Strengthening the entrepreneurship in the Baltic Sea Region in this field could lead to the development of a 
lead market initiative for renewable and clean energy. The conditions and on-going activities in Denmark, 
Germany and Sweden as well as gas transport from Russia already make the region more or less the hotspot 
for innovation and new developments in this field. The States in the Baltic Sea Region could take a leading 
role in a broader European development through e.g. listing the main technology challenges and 
demonstrating the main regulatory obstacles in anticipating a Europe-wide debate on offshore renewable 
energy. The horizontal action on Maritime Spatial Planning (see below) can be beneficial for this action. 
Support for "green businesses" more generally is vital. 
 
Priority 11. To improve internal and external transport links – Coordinated by Lithuania and Sweden 
 
Cooperative actions: 
“Improve the connections with Russia and other neighbouring countries”, especially for major transport 
connections and freight transport logistics - through cooperation in the framework of the Northern 
Dimension policy (Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics) - and the EU - Russia 
Common Spaces. Special focus should be given to removing non infrastructure-related bottlenecks including 
those associated with border-crossing. Member States should also explore options for new connections to the 
East and Far East (gateway to Asia). 
 
Priority 12. To maintain and reinforce attractiveness of the Baltic Sea Region in particular through 
education and youth, tourism, culture and health - Coordinated by 1) Tourism: Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern (Germany), 2) Health: Northern Dimension Partnership in Public Health and Social Well-
being, 3) Education and Youth: Hamburg 
 
The cooperation with Russia is referred to in the priority area of tourism in both cooperative actions:  
 
“Highlight and optimise the sustainable tourism potential” of the Baltic Sea Region by establishing an 
environmentally-friendly tourism strategy at the level of the Baltic Sea Region (including Russia). This 
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strategy could include the harmonisation of standards, the development of similar projects in different 
regions, joint marketing of the region and cooperation on projects.  

“Network and cluster stakeholders of the tourism industry and tourism education bodies” based on the 
on-going activities started with the first Baltic Sea Tourism Summit in October 2008. At the second Baltic Sea 
Tourism Forum in Vilnius in September 2009 it was decided to continue this process on an annual basis, 
with the next forum being hosted by Kaliningrad Region in autumn 2010. Six future fields of intensified 
cooperation, among them common promotional activities, the creation of a common internet platform and 
the development of Baltic Sea Region products and services have been agreed on.    

This cooperation is pursued on a strategic and a network level in the framework of the Baltic Sea 
Tourism Forum and through other direct bilateral and multilateral contacts.  
 
Flagship project 12.6. Education and Youth: “Establish a youth resource centre”. The Youth Resource 
Centre in the Baltic States is to be built on the model of Youth Centres in Budapest and Strasbourg, but with 
a stronger focus on building competences within the field of organisational work and would be built for and 
with young people. The target group of users will be the Baltic Sea Youth Councils, other youth 
organisations, and additionally extending to Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, Russia and potentially Caucasus. 
The activities of the centre should be coordinated with the Youth Resource Centre for Eastern Europe and 
Caucasus, based in Warsaw, Poland. The centre is to represent a focal point for national and international co-
operation between, and development of, different NGOs, and it should provide a venue with good working 
conditions and possible accommodation. (Lead: Lithuanian Youth Council (LiJOT), in cooperation with the 
National Youth Councils of Latvia, Estonia, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Iceland, Denmark, Germany, Poland, 
Russia, Belarus. Deadline for progress review: to be determined). 
 

V. THEMATIC INITIATIVES/POLICIES 

 
A. HELCOM 

The Helsinki Commission (HELCOM) works to protect the marine environment of the Baltic Sea from all 
sources of pollution through intergovernmental cooperation between Denmark, Estonia, the European 
Community, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden. HELCOM is the governing 
body of the "Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area" - more usually 
known as the Helsinki Convention. 
 

B. 7TH FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME, AND RESEARCH/INNOVATION 

The whole Framework Programme is open to participation of organisations of non-EU countries, including 
Russia. In the Fifth, Sixth and in the Seventh Framework Programme, to date, Russia has been the most 
successful, non-associated, third-country partner in the activities of the EU Research Framework 
Programmes, both in terms of the total number of participations and in terms of the total amount of financial 
contributions received from the EU. 

To date, following the conclusion of the first four years of FP7 calls for proposals, some 323 Russian research 
organisations are involved in 190 successful projects, receiving some 39.3 million Euros of EU contribution. 
Under the 6th Framework Programme (FP6), which ran from 2002 until 2006, over 450 Russian research 
organisations received a total of nearly 50 million Euros of EU funding for participation in some 309 research 
projects (excluding projects under INTAS) worth a total of almost 1.4 billion Euros. 

 


