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Open letter 
From the Political Bureau of the CPMR to the Member States of the European Union 

concerning the future Financial Framework of the EU 

On 6 July 2012, the European Commission published a revised proposal concerning the 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for the European Union for 2014-2020. This was the 
main item debated at the informal Council on 30 August 2012. At this meeting, the Cypriot 
Presidency of the Council presented a Issues Paper restating the desire expressed by a growing 
number of Member States to reduce the budget proposed by the Commission, mentioning a 
number of scenarios for budgetary cuts in different EU policy areas. 

The European Commission's revised proposal alone represents a reduction of 5.5 billion euros 
in the Cohesion budget, equivalent to 1.5% of its initial budget if we exclude Croatia's entry into 
the European Union in July. The CPMR fears that the budgetary cuts proposed by the Council in 
different EU policy areas, in order to arrive at a common position at the extraordinary summit to 
be held on 22 and 23 November 2012, principally concern the budget for the Cohesion Policy.  

According to the last discussions within the Council, the budget devoted to the Cohesion Policy 
could be reduced by as much as 14%. The Members of the Political Bureau of the CPMR are 
unable to understand this vast gap between the political discourse in favour of European growth 
and the reduced means made available to those responsible at national and regional levels for 
implementing a Europe 2020 Strategy which would then be doomed to failure.  

We wish therefore to restate our support for the European Commission's initial proposal for a 
budget commensurate with the ambitions of the Europe 2020 Strategy, in view of the fact that: 

1. The European budget is an investment budget aiming to put Europe on the path of 
sustainable economic growth. The Commission, in its initial proposal, has compelled 
itself to achieve a level of rigour, which we consider indispensable and legitimate; 

2. The Cohesion Policy is the main growth and employment policy at European level. The 
undeniable ‘multiplier' effect of the structural funds as stimuli for growth makes 
Cohesion Policy an essential tool to stimulate growth at European level. 

3. A substantial reduction in the Cohesion Policy in line with the suggestions put forward in 
the Cypriot Presidency's Paper would be contrary to the message of the European 
Council on 30 June 2012, which reaffirmed the essential role played by the Cohesion 
Policy in supporting investment and growth. It is also incomprehensible that it should be 
the Cohesion Policy that bears the brunt of the savings that a certain number of Member 
States wish to make. 
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4. It is essential that regions that have been classified as more developed regions and 
transition regions also receive strong support from the Cohesion Policy. These regions are 
equally suffering from the effects of the crisis and need European help to relaunch 
growth and create sustainable jobs. The impact of these cuts would be sharply 
disproportionate and would consequently be damaging for the principle of European 
solidarity to which we are firmly committed. 

The economic and financial crisis that we are going through calls for a real economic recovery 
policy through appropriate investments. At a time when we are entering the decisive phase in the 
negotiations on the financial framework of the European Union, it is up to us as political leaders 
to seize the opportunity to set store on a budget that is both rigorous and ambitious, focusing on 
the future, on growth and on jobs, and not just to make short-term budgetary savings which 
mayweigh heavily on future generations in the long term.  

 

Signatory Regions belonging to the CPMR Political Bureau 
 
Anatoliki Makedonia kai Thraki (GR) 
Bretagne (FR) 
Catalogne (ES) 
Cornwall (UK) 
Kriti (GR) 
Midtjyllland (DK)  
Murcia (ES) 
Noord-Holland (NL) 
Nordjylland (DK) 
Podlaskie (PL) 
Telemark (NO) 
Toscane (IT)  
Troms (NO) 
Västra Götabland (SE) 
Zuid-Holland (NL) 

 


