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This document presents the main current lines of action for the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission. These lines are 
regularly updated.  

CROSS-CUTTING INTERACTION WITH EU INSTITUTIONS 

Following contacts developed with the Baltic-Europe Intergroup, with other Members of the European Parliament, 
as well as with the European Commission and representatives of national authorities of the States of the Baltic Area 
(i.e. in the framework of exchanges with CBSS), the BSC needs to continue strengthening its regular interaction with 
EU institutions in the framework of all of its activities. 

STRENGTHENING THE INVOLVEMENT OF BSC REGIONS IN THE EUSBSR 

Further to its involvement in the elaboration of the EUSBSR1, and its follow-up, the BSC needs to keep on being 
active in relation to this issue at two levels: 

• Firstly, at the strict level of the Baltic Sea Area, specific messages and action can be developed with the 
support of: 

o The horizontal BSC working group on multi-level governance established at the initiative of 
Region Västerbotten (SE). Since autumn 2012, the Working Group will be coordinated by Region 
Västernorrland (SE). The focus of the BSC working group on multi-level governance is to 
introduce a multi-level governance perspective in the EUSBSR, together with a pan-European 
perspective on multi-level governance as a method for implementing EU policies and strategies.  

o Thematic working groups of the BSC (i.e. maritime group, transport group), which can address 
the issue of the links with the EUSBSR and the role of the Regions within this strategy. 

• In parallel, the CPMR launched new action concerning macro-regions through a specific task-force in 
which the BSC is actively participating in connection with the BSC working group on multi-level 
governance. Analysis on the role of the Region on Macro-Regions was developed for the CPMR General 
Assembly in Bialystok, and updated since then. Work will continue in order to generate useful synergies 
between the actions undertaken by the Regions in all maritime basins. Specific involvement of BSC 
Regions, on the basis of the experience of the EUSBSR will be more than welcome. 

DEVELOPING SPECIFIC WORKING GROUP ACTIVITIES 

Specific BSC working groups are developed at the initiative of BSC Member Regions. Each working group is 
invited to report to the BSC Executive Committee, and coordinates with activities developed in the framework of 
the CPMR in general. In parallel to their involvement in specific BSC working groups, BSC Regions are also 
involved in several CPMR initiatives and working groups. 
Current BSC working groups address the following issues: 
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MARITIME ISSUES 

At the initiative of Region Helsinki-Uusimaa (FI), specific work was launched on the maritime dimension of the 
EUSBSR, and its links with the Regions. The group will continue working on issues such as: 

• Maritime Spatial Planning and Integrated Coastal Zone Management: in line with the work carried out at 
CPMR level in that field, the group will continue following debates concerning the next steps of the 
action of the European Union. The EC is expected to publish a draft Framework Directive very soon. 

• Maritime Safety. Links with the Baltic Master II project will be maintained, in order to make use of the 
project’s results, and to support the initiatives promoted by Regions and organisations which are 
members of the Baltic Master II following the end of the project, and to possibly involve other BSC 
Regions within  it. Region Blekinge is involved in CPMR activities in the field of maritime safety, which 
will focus on ecological damage in the coming months. 

In parallel to these developments, the BSC will continue to structure its work on maritime issues, through: 

• A synthesis of its work, in order to contribute to the strengthening of a maritime vision for the BSC 
Regions. The forthcoming meetings of the BSC working group on maritime issues will be opportunities to 
address this issue, including from the angle of the possible development of a European project involving 
BSC Regions 

• Synergies with all initiatives implemented by the CPMR in the maritime field which aim at defining a 
renewed and ambitious EU Maritime Agenda. Just as all CPMR Geographical Commissions, the BSC is 
invited to take part in the work carried out on this issue at CPMR level. 

MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE: refer to the section of the work plan concerning the involvement of BSC 
Regions in the EUSBSR 

TRANSPORT 

Region Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (DE) chaired the Transport Working Group from February 2008. Since 
autumn 2012, Region Nordland (NO) has been coordinating the working group. 

- As in previous years, the BSC Transport Working Group will follow EU Transport Policy2, inform its 
members and prepare its own technical and political papers. The main issue has been the revision of the 
Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T)3; the new system is visible and will be decided in early 2013. 
The Baltic Sea Region is well represented. Issues with equally big impact are not yet in sight. Another 
important issue will be the consequences of the EU’s Sulphur Directive. The BSC group is ensuring an 
active participation in the CPMR transport group, including on maritime transport issues which will be 
more deeply addressed in the future shaping of the group 

At macro-regional level, the group will continue to cooperate with relevant transport projects under the Interreg 
Baltic Sea programme4, and will follow the EU Baltic Sea Strategy5. Finally, the group will keep our members 
updated on the Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics (NDPTL)6. 

RENEWABLE ENERGIES 

At the initiative of Region Västerbotten (SE) and Region Ostrobothnia (FI), the BSC has decided to establish a 
working group focusing on the policy area of Renewable Energies. The Working Group will be coordinated by 
Region Västerbotten (SE).  

COOPERATION WITH RUSSIA 

Cooperation with Russia is a regular issue in debates organised in the framework of the BSC. Several BSC 
Member Regions expressed the wish to further develop this issue and to define ways to strengthen the BSC with 
potential Russian partners. This reflection is on-going, and specific interaction with the CPMR North Sea 
Commission could be organised in this perspective. Meetings in St Petersburg are organised in parallel to the 
meeting of the BSC Executive Committee in March. 
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WORK IN OTHER POLICY AREAS 

New initiatives are being considered e.g. in the areas of tourism and innovation. Region Skåne is now leading the 
CPMR working group on innovation and research, and is at the same time leader of the project “Create a Baltic 
Sea Fund” for innovation and research in the framework of the EUSBSR. 

COOPERATION IN THE BALTIC SEA AREA 

Following several initiatives already taken in this perspective, the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission will continue to 
develop cooperation with other Baltic Sea organisations. Cooperation will be increased and initiatives shall be 
taken to organise joint events and adapt joint papers. Specific contacts has been made again especially with the 
BSSSC.  The BSC Secretariat was invited to several meetings of BSSSC, CBSS and BSPC. The BSC will continue as 
an observer in HELCOM. Other cooperating organisations are for example BDF, UBC, B7, VASAB and 
Euroregion Baltic. 

NEW MEMBERS AND OBSERVERS 

The BSC is naturally interested to attract more Member Regions from all the States around the Baltic Sea area. 
Associate membership could be an opportunity for some Regions. In parallel to contacts within EU Regions, the 
development of relationships with Russian areas is a very important question.  

CALENDAR 
 

• 1 March 2013 – CPMR Political Bureau (Alexandroupolis, Greece) 

• 4-6 March 2013 – HELCOM Stakeholder Conference & 34th meeting (Helsinki, Finland) 

• 7 March 2013 – BSC Transport Working Group (Brussels, Belgium) 

• 19-21 March 2013 – BSC Executive Committee (Helsinki, Finland & St. Petersburg, Russia) 

• 20-21 March 2013 – HELCOM Baltic Sea Day (St. Petersburg, Russia) 

• 11 April 2013 – BSC Maritime Issues Working Group (Stockholm, Sweden) 

• 16-17 April 2013 – CBSS Baltic Sea Day (St. Petersburg, Russia) 

• 20-21 May 2013 – European Maritime Day (Malta) 

• 29-30 May 2013 – BDF Summit (Riga, Latvia) 

• 30-31 May 2013 – BSC General Assembly (Bodø, Norway) 

• 7 June 2013 - CPMR Political Bureau (Malmö, Sweden) 

• 25-27 August 2013 – BSPC 21st Conference (Pärnu, Estonia) 

• 25-27 September 2013 – CPMR General Assembly (Saint-Malo, France) 

• 2-3 October 2013 – HELCOM Ministerial meeting (Copenhagen, Denmark) 

• 7-10 October 2013 - Open Days (Brussels, Belgium) 

• 16-18 October 2013 – BSSSC Annual Conference (Helsinki, Finland) 

• November 2013 – EUSBSR Annual Summit (Vilnius, Lithuania) 

• November-December 2013 - BSC Executive Committee (Brussels?) 

• March 2014 - BSC Executive Committee (Turku, Finland?) 

• May-June 2014 - BSC General Assembly (Luleå, Sweden) 

• 2-3 June 2014 – CBSS Baltic Sea States Summit & BDF Summit (Turku?) 
 


