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WHY SHOULD CPMR FOCUS ON MARITIME 
INDUSTRIAL ISSUES?

• Need to act against desindustrialisation in Europe

• Regions are mobilised under this specific angle (e.g.
Initiative “Maritime Industries for Blue Growth” led by
Pays de la Loire)Pays de la Loire)

• The UE put the economy (Blue growth) at heart of the
Integrated Maritime Policy and of EU maritime policies.

• Industrial issue will stay high on the european agenda
on the mid-term. This will raise questions in link to
several maritime activities



STRENGTHEN THE INDUSTRIAL DIMENSION 
OF EUROPEAN GROWTH STRATEGY

POLICY RATIONALE

• Industrial activities generate a large proportion of productivity gains, and their
interaction with other parts of the territories’ economy, including services, is
essential.essential.

• No industrial sectors are obsolete per se, but economic sectors, the actors within
them, and necessary support policies are changing.

• The development of industry is a key future challenge for the European Union’s
growth strategy. This challenge is urgent given the decline of European industry
in face of the surging growth of emerging competitor countries.

•Efforts to strengthen European industrial policy must include a strong territorial
cohesion dimension.



STRENGTHEN THE INDUSTRIAL DIMENSION 
OF EUROPEAN GROWTH STRATEGY

ON-GOING EFFORTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL POLICY

• Deepening of the economic governance of the European Union (the role of the
ECB, banking union, coordination of fiscal policies)

• Europe 2020 strategy’s flagship initiative “An industrial policy for the
globalisation ERA” and Communication “A stronger European industry for
growth and economic recovery”

• EU working on proposes framework conditions for encouraging new
investments (regulations, infrastructure projects, R&D), internal market
improvements, access to finance and investment in human capital and skills.

• Single Market Act I (April 2011) and Single Market Act II (October 2012) make a
very important contribution



STRENGTHEN THE INDUSTRIAL DIMENSION 
OF EUROPEAN GROWTH STRATEGY

INTEGRATE TERRITORIAL DIMENSION

• Trend towards desindustrialisation is likely to go hand in hand
with a disproportionate polarisation.with a disproportionate polarisation.

• In parallel, from the point of view of economic efficiency, an
important aspect of industry support needs to be organized at the
territorial level.

• Through smart specialisation strategies in particular, cohesion
policy needs to be a major aspect of EU action to support its
industries.



USE ALL MARITIME POLICIES TO SUPPORT
MARITIME INDUSTRIES

DEEPEN INDUSTRIAL DIMENSION WITHIN POLICIES

Horizontal issues arise, such as for instance :

• The role and direction of competition policy?

• Relationship between sustainable development and industrial
production objectives?

• EU trade policy guidelines and the reciprocity of international
trade?

• Link between support for R&D and innovation/market?

• Coordination and even integration of private and public
industrial strategies (e.g. public-private partnerships) ?



USE ALL MARITIME POLICIES TO SUPPORT
MARITIME INDUSTRIES

DEEPEN INDUSTRIAL DIMENSION WITHIN POLICIES

These issues are also connected to macro-regional and sea basin 
strategies :strategies :

• See Atlantic Arc Commission’s proposals regarding the action
plan for the Atlantic Strategy include a maritime
industry/economy strand, which is absent from the European
Commission's Communication.

• Maritime industry issues are also covered by the SNC
Commission concerning strategy North Sea 2020



USE ALL MARITIME POLICIES TO SUPPORT
MARITIME INDUSTRIES

CURRENT CROSS-CUTTING WORK

• Maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal zone management (Lead
Noord-Holland)

• Marine and Maritime Research (Lead Skane with support Schleswig -
Holstein)

CURRENT WORK FOCUSING ON SPECIFIC FIELDS OF
INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY

• Shipbuilding and maritime technologies (Lead Pays de la Loire)

• Fisheries and aquaculture (Lead Shetlands)

• Blue biotechnology (on-going development)

• Mineral resources

• Ocean energy (Lead Cantabria)

• Tourism (Lead Vastra-Gotaland-Tourism)
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POLICY POSITION ON LEADERSHIP

CONTEXT :

• Involvement of German, Spanish, Italian, Finnish, French and 
Polish Regions, in the framework of the “Maritime Industry 
for Blue Growth” led by Pays de la Loire within CPMR

• Idea of the differentiation and diversification of shipyards,• Idea of the differentiation and diversification of shipyards,
especially towards marine renewable energies, as a strategic
axis. This idea has a potential to constitute a major component
of the development of a broader European maritime
industrial policy.

• Memorandum in December 2011

• Seminar in the European Parliament on 2nd February 2012 in
the framework of the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup of
the European Parliament



Policy position on LeaderShip

CONTEXT :

• Over the last months : direct participation in the work• Over the last months : direct participation in the work
concerning the LeaderShip report on shipbuilding and
maritime industries

• 19 February 2013 - official presentation of the LeaderShip
report

• 1March 2013 – Draft policy position

• Work will continue
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DRAFT POLICY POSITION - STRUCTURE

• Regions welcome the renewal of the LeaderShip strategy
2015 and the approach chosen, ranging from2015 and the approach chosen, ranging from
shipbuilding to all maritime industries

• Three main issues :

1) International competitiveness and access to finance

2) Research, Development and Innovation

3) Training and Employment



INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS AND 
ACCESS TO FINANCE

• Support pre-financing of ships across Europe to improve the
competitiveness of the supply of European shipyards.

• Support to the idea of an EU financial instrument managed by the
EIB to improve liquidity in the market, restore fair competitionEIB to improve liquidity in the market, restore fair competition
within the Union and to strengthen the European industry to
compete internationally.

• “Blue PPP” models should be developed in Europe for greening 
and retrofitting projects with a specific public interest.

• Key role of structural funds. Need to preserve the possibility of
supporting large companies by the ERDF in the future
programming period.



RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND 
INNOVATION

• Support to the idea of a european PPP in the field of shipbuilding 
on the aspects of efficiency (mainly energy efficiency) and safety

• Another PPP on new promising markets for blue growth, such as
ocean energy and offshore wind power, is essential to give
substance to the new structuring of the maritime industries sector.

• The idea of a large-scale meta-demonstrator is also in step with a
real kind of collaboration that can foster the emergence of
European champions.



RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND 
INNOVATION

• Maintain favourable rates for the specific framework on state aid for
innovation

• Take a broad approach to the definition of innovation, including
prototypes designed to be marketed, whether this is in a specificprototypes designed to be marketed, whether this is in a specific
regulation for shipbuilding or included under the horizontal rules (Block
Exemption Regulation and Community Framework for State Aid for
Research, Development and Innovation).

• New State aid rules should also allow a more effective support to
innovation: the proposal of extending the scope of application of the
General Block Exemption Regulation to include the new category of
innovation is highly welcome, but it must be combined with higher aid
intensities for innovative investments, especially in cases where the test
of prototypes is too expensive.



RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND 
INNOVATION

• The current matching clause in the area of RDI should be
extended to include product development and production, while
still avoiding any breach of World Trade Organisation law.

• The new regional aid rules should allow member States to
support clusters, and to promote their smart specialization as
inherently linked to the particular economic potential of the
territory, regardless the size and the sector of the undertakings.

• Finally, RDI efforts should focus not only on products but also on
improving production processes.



TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT

• Need to assist employees in integrating new technologies to face 
successfully the challenge posed by industrial change

• Support to the future establishment of a European Sector Council 
for Employment and Skills in the field of shipbuilding
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