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INFORMATION NOTE ON  
MACRO-REGIONAL STRATEGIES 

 

 

What is a macro-regional strategy? 

A 'Macro-regional strategy' is an integrated framework endorsed by the European Council to address 

common challenges faced by a defined geographical area relating to Member States and third countries, 

which thereby benefit from strengthened cooperation contributing to achievement of economic, social 

and territorial cohesion. 

Macro-regional strategies aim to mobilise new projects and initiatives, creating a sense of common 

responsibility. They are an important innovation in territorial cooperation and cohesion. This approach 

builds on a tradition of cooperation evolving from Community initiatives such as INTERREG. 

Which areas are covered by macro-regional strategies?  

The EU has put in place two strategies, covering several policies, which are targeted at a 'macro-region'. 

 The EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (adopted in 2009) 

 The EU Strategy for the Danube Region (adopted in 2011) 

In December 2012 the European Council asked the Commission to present a new EU Strategy for the 

Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR) by the end of 2014, covering four EU countries (CR, GR, IT, SI) 

and four non-EU countries (AL, BiH, MN, RS). 

What are the main features of macro-regional strategies? 

Strategy document: it takes the form of a Communication from the Commission, which covers the 

main challenges facing the area, opportunities and appropriate responses, and defines the thematic 

priority areas. 

Action Plan: this accompanies the strategy (as an annex to the Communication) and identifies concrete 

actions and examples of projects in each of the thematic priority areas.  

Financial resources: a macro-regional strategy may be supported by the European Structural and 

Investment Funds, international financing institutions and national funding sources for the realisation 

of the actions envisaged in the Action Plan, including different mainstream and ETC programmes. A 

new Transnational Cooperation Programme is expected to cover the same territory as the EUSAIR. 

Governance and implementation:  responsible for co-ordination, monitoring, reporting, facilitation of 

the implementation and follow-up resides with the Commission, while the implementation on the 

ground is the responsibility of the “partners” (national and regional authorities and other 

organisations). 
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What is the value-added of the macro-regional strategies? 

A Commission report on the value-added of the Baltic Sea and Danube strategies (June 2013) found that 

they have helped or can significantly contribute towards: developing new projects or giving 

momentum to existing transnational projects; aligning EU programmes to act together on major shared 

goals; improving existing cooperation mechanisms and strengthen cooperation between participating 

countries. They are also seen as tools to enhance social, economic and territorial cohesion; and strong 

cooperation between regional, national, and local levels to plan together and align funding reinforces 

multi-level governance. 

The report also found that further improvements are essential in implementation and planning, and 

stronger and effective leadership is needed within the regions concerned. It also recommended that 

new macro-regional strategies should to be more focused. 

What is the “state of play” with the preparation of the EUSAIR? 

The development of the EUSAIR is being progressed by the European Commission and the eight 

participating states. The strategy is developing around four thematic pillars: Driving innovative 

maritime and marine growth; Connecting the region; Preserving, protecting and improving the quality 

of the environment; Increasing regional attractiveness. Two cross-cutting issues are also envisaged: 

Research, Innovation and SME development; and Capacity building. 

The European Commission (DG REGIO and DG MARE) has issued a Discussion Paper, which outlines 

the scope and objectives of the strategy and describes the pillars. The development of the EUSAIR 

Action Plan is being undertaken by four Working Groups (one per thematic pillar), each coordinated 

by an EU Member State in association with a non-EU state.   

A public consultation is being conducted by the Commission from 25 October to 13 December 2013, 

inviting citizens, organisations and public authorities to respond to a series of questions, including the 

following: 

 EUSAIR needs: 

o What are the economic, environment and social challenges and opportunities which would 

benefit from a macro-regional approach? 

o What are the main administrative/governance and cooperation/coordination challenges? 

o What are the funding needs and the scope for better use of existing financial instruments? 

 EUSAIR solutions: 

o What are the main topics (in each of the 4 pillars) on which the EUSAIR should 

concentrate? 

o Which of these topics would benefit from being considered together in an integrated 

approach? 

o What are the main concrete actions and projects which could contribute to fulfilling the 

objectives of the EUSAIR? 

o Who should be the main actors in the implementation of the EUSAIR and what 

administrative/governance capacity improvements and organisational arrangements are 

needed? 

 EUSAIR added value: 

o What would be the expected added value of the strategy, as compared to individual actions 

to be taken in the countries or regions? 

An EUSAIR draft Communication accompanied by an Action Plan should be adopted by the 

Commission during the first semester of 2014 and submitted to the Council for endorsement in the 

second semester. 

 


