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HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE 

Obstacles to investment and access to finance in Europe for the 

maritime economy: what role for European regions? 

18 February 2016 – Haarlem (NL) 

8.45 – 17.00 

AGENDA 

The aim of this high-level conference is to present concrete examples of how regional and local authorities 
in Europe stimulate economic development linked to the maritime economy thanks to support provided 
by the European Union.  

This conference will cover the extent to which European programmes and instruments (in particular 
financial instruments) bring undisputed added value to the blue economy and regional development. It 
will also examine the practical roles that regional authorities play in terms of stimulating job creation 
and growth. 

One and a half years from the start of the term of the Juncker Commission, the conference will also kick-
start a discussion about the need for a long-term approach for investment at territorial level. 

8.45  Arrival of participants 

9.15 – 10.30 Session 1: Opening Session  

Welcoming words by Mr Johan Remkes, Governor of the Province of Noord-Holland 

Keynote speeches  

 Mr Wolfgang Streitenberger, Senior Adviser at DG REGIO, European Commission  

 Ms Eleni Marianou, CPMR Secretary General  

 Mr Hans Huis in ‘t Veld, Government of the Netherlands, Chair of the Dutch Top 

Sector Water and Maritime 

 Mr Arjen Uytendaal, European Network of Maritime Clusters, Managing Director of 

Nederland Maritiem Land  

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee Break 

11.00 – 12.30 Session 2: European investment in support to the blue economy: what 

is working, what needs fixing?  

 
The purpose of this session is to present concrete examples and case studies highlighting the 

impact and added value of European support for investment by local and regional authorities 

in the maritime sector. 
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The session will be introduced and moderated by Mr Damien Perissé, CPMR Director. It will 

be followed by a contribution from Mr Giorgio Chiarion Casoni, Head of Unit in ECFIN who 

will present obstacles to investment in Europe and the role of the Juncker Plan in stimulating 

growth in Europe. 

 

The presentation of the case studies will be followed by a discussion with the audience. 

- Zuid Holland and Zeeland (Netherlands) - Restoration of tidal range and the opportunity to add 
an innovative Tidal Power Plant to capture tidal energy at Lake Grevelingen 
Mr Wouter GROENEN, Projectbureau Tidal Power Plant Brouwersdam, Zuid-Holland 
 
- Cornwall (United Kingdom) - Effects of EU funds in Cornwall 
Mr Julian GERMAN, Portfolio Holder for Economy and Culture 
 
- Noord Holland (Netherlands) - Dutch Marine Energy Centre: ERDF crossover project between 
sectors Water and Energy (Tidal Testing Centre) 
Mr Pieter BERGMEIJER, Director Stichting Tidal Testing Centre  
 
- Groningen (Netherlands) - Investments and innovations for greener and low-emission shipping: 
MariGreen project 
Cllr Patrick BROUNS, Economic Affairs 

 

12.30 – 14.00 Lunch 

14.00 – 15.30 Session 3: The role of regions within European investment efforts 

 

The purpose of this session is to present the various roles and functions carried out by regions 

in a positive light, showing the vital role of regional authorities in stimulating blue growth. 

Examples showing the roles played by regions as bridges between private sectors and banks, 

spatial planning authorities, or investors in their own right will be presented. 

 

The session will be introduced and moderated by Mr Lambert van Nistelrooij MEP, 

Coordinator of the EPP Group for the REGI Committee. It will be followed by a contribution 

from Mr Mario Aymerich, Managerial Advisor, Environment and Regional Development 

Department, European Investment Bank (EIB) who will present the role of the EIB and its 

instruments at the service of regional development. The presentation of the case studies will 

be followed by a discussion with the audience. 

Southwest Finland (Finland) -Northern Growth Corridor as a platform for regional and business 
development 
Mr Mika MANNERVESI, Director, City Development, City of Salo, Finland 
 
Valencia (Spain) – The Blue economy in the Region of Valencia: regional government initiatives  
Ms Myriam FERNANDEZ HERRERO, Director for General Financing and European Funds 

 
Brittany (France) 
Mr Pierre KARLESKIND, Vice-President  
 
Peloponnese (Greece) - The role of the Region of Peloponnese within European investment efforts in 
Greece 
Dr Apostolos PAPAFOTIOU, Regional Councillor in charge of International Relations & 
European Programmes 
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15.30 – 16.00 Coffee Break 

 

16.00 – 17.00 Session 4: Concluding Session - Which long-term approach for 

European investment at territorial level? 

 

This debate session would involve high-level representatives and experts taking stock of the 

findings of the conference and highlighting concrete ideas in view of the review of the EU 

multiannual financial framework and for post-2020. The purpose of this session would be to 

take a prospective approach to maritime investments and identify concrete solutions and 

proposals moving forward. The session will be moderated by Mr Nick Brookes, CPMR 

Director. 

 

 Mr Lambert van Nistelrooij MEP, Coordinator of the EPP Group for the REGI 

Committee  

 Mr Pierre Karleskind, Vice-President of the Brittany Regional Council  

 Mr Mario Aymerich, Managerial Advisor, Environment and Regional Development 

Department, European Investment Bank 

 Mr Juan Ronco Zapatero, Policy Officer, DG MARE, European Commission  

 

Conclusions by Ms Eleni Marianou, Secretary General of CPMR 

18.30 – 19.30 Welcoming reception in restaurant Parck (Frederikspark 2, Haarlem) 

19.30 Gala dinner at restaurant Parck  

 


