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SSS market today
- Statistics reality: EU-25 traffics (t-km) 39% SSS, 44% road 
- Business: ferries, energy, cars, papers, cereals, fertilized…

The growth of transport in Europe
- Continental integration, Single European market
- New customers, industrial delocalisation
- Road transport liberalisation, east European trucks & workers
- Environmental problems: pollution, congestion, traffic noise …

SSS alternative to road transport
- Bypassing major congestion: borders, mountains, metropolitan areas
- New corridor for European goods trade

The construction of the European SSS network
- If advantages exist (cost, time transit) supply = demand
- E.g. Routes: Belgium – Finland, Germany – Baltic States, Italy – Spain…
- Ship owners voluntary action: Grimaldi LDA (Toulon – Civitavecchia), 
Transfennica (Zeebrugge – Bilbao).
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Gaps remain in the European SSS network
- Benelux – Baltic States & Poland
- West France - North Spain, South UK – North Spain
- South France – Spain
- West Mediterranean Sea – Turkey

Go to “European SSS Network .2”
- More frequency, viability, quality
- Major corridors = Motorways of the Sea (SSS awarding for DG TrEN, Oct 07).

Intermodality development
- Intra European containerisation (45’ box = road trailer)
- “Roro Optimality”: road/railway/sea

General Overview



The difficult battle of maritime competitiveness
- Industrial & commercial logistics: just in time, geographical dispersion
- Long time transit for maritime legs
- Price competition vs. east European low cost road
- Offloading for unaccompanied road units
- Complexity of maritime documentation (contact, insurance, customs)
- In theory advantage for Green House Gas emission but unsatisfactory

Reticence and prejudice of road transport operators
- Negative representation: ports, documents, rigidity
- Difficulty for supplier to become customer

General Overview



Marco Polo II Programme
Specific actions: Modal shift actions, Catalyst actions, MoS
Interest: start-up aid for maritime operator
No SSS projects for 2006 call
New services starting without MPII: Zeebrugge – Bilbao

MoS / RTE-T
Great ambition: to build major European sea corridors
Only interest for infrastructures (not considered as major SSS bottleneck)
Marco Polo II programme part of MoS likie aid for opertors
Awarding of old lines with specific criteria (October 2007)
Action of state members to develop MoS, “wait and see!”

Administrative simplification (EU strategy October 2007)
Customs: “European maritime transport space without barriers”
Transport contract: Freight Transport Logistics Action Plan 
E-documentation, one stop administrative shop

EU Policy for SSS & MoS



Actual initiatives:
- North Sea (MoS RTE-T programme)
- France – Spain (National public aid)

Conclusion
Confusion of European Policy (October 2007)
Large gap between the ambitions and the means implemented
New processes of consultation & calendar postponed (2010)

Necessity: Clarification of concepts
SSS: small services, medium frequency, euro-regional interests, private 

initiative, local & national public start up aid
MoS: large services, high frequency, European interests, PPP initiative, 

European & national long term aid

EU Policy for SSS & MoS



New Orientations

Aid for supply
- Consider the ship as an infrastructure

Philosophy: General interest for new services 
Public finance: Build the ships
Private: Concession for operational activities

- Public service delegation
Philosophy: Accessibility & territorial cohesion for specific link
Public finance: operation deficit cover
Private: PSD call for operational activities

Obligations: Changing EU public aid & competition rules

- New SSS EU Aid
Philosophy: Support fast and efficient private projects
Public finance: important & mid-term start up aid
Private: initiative to support business of experienced companies

Obligations: more money & adapted policy



New Orientations

Aid for supply: “Eco-bonus”
Philosophy: incentive for maritime leg utilisation
Public aid: road operators subvention for reduction of maritime cost
Private: More customers for SSS lines

Find a new principle: Environmental cost accounting  for freight
Philosophy: taxation based on the nuisance criteria
Aim: development of door to door “eco-transport”

Financing: Road taxation for alternative mode
Philosophy: infrastructure charging policy & polluter pays principle
Aim: re-balancing the modal shift to sea, railways, inland waterways
EU Action: “Eurovignette”



New main sea corridors for Europe



Questions:

Why have private actors not positioned themselves on some routes?

Should it stimulate these routes specifically?

The vessel - can it be considered as an infrastructure? 

The PSD - is there a possible new way? 

Should it create a fund specifically for the SSS?

Should it set up an eco-bonus European SSS? 

Must it be based on an eco-accounting? 

Should the road tax finance modal shifts?


