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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE C.P.M.R. POLITICAL BUREAU 
24TH/25TH JUNE 2005 – GALATI / TULCEA (ROMANIA) 

 
 
Participants: 
 
Representatives from the host Region “Galati /Tulcea – RO -”: 
 Gheorghe BUNDUC, President of Tulcea County Council 
 Marcela SIGHINAS, Vice-President of Galati County Council 
 
 
Guests: 
 Ene DINGA, Minister for European Integration (RO) 
 Victor Paul DOBRE, State Secretary, Ministry of Administration and Interior (RO) 
 
Vice-Presidents: 

Gunn Marit HELGESEN, Vice-President of the CPMR, Mayor of Telemark (NO) 
Richard WESTLAKE, Councillor, Devon County Council (UK) 

 
Full members: 

 Denmark  Bente NIELSEN, County Councillor, Aarhus County 
 Finland  Esko KURVINEN, Vice-Chairman of the Board, Council of Oulu Region 
 France Jean-Yves LE DRIAN, President du Conseil Régional de Bretagne 
 Ireland Enda BONNER, Councillor, Donegal County Council 
 Malta Giovanna DEBONO, Hon. Minister of Gozo 
 Norway Roald BERGSAKER, County Mayor, County of Rogaland  
 The Netherlands Sipke SWIERSTRA, Vice-Governor of the Province of Drenthe 
 Poland Janusz KRZYZEWSKI, Marshal of Podlaskie Region 
 Portugal José António CAMPOS CORREIA, President of Algarve 
 Turkey Ahmet ÖZYURT, Governor, Tekirdag 

 
Geographical Commissions: 

 Atlantic Arc Commission:  
Executive Secretary: Jean Michel ARRIVÉ, Chef de Mission Coopération Interrégionale, Conseil Régional 

d’Aquitaine (F) 
 Balkans & Black Sea Regional Commission:  

Executive Secretary: Anthony PAPADIMITRIOU, Head of Balkan Relations, East Macedonia & Thrace (Gr) 
 Baltic Sea Commission:  

Executive Secretary: Marko MÄLLY, Païjat-Häme Council (FIN) 
 Islands Commission:  

Executive Secretary: Jean-Didier HACHE 
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 Intermediterranean Commission:  
Executive Secretary: Angelo PARELLO 
Technical Director: Massimo MACALUSO 

 North Sea Commission:  
President:  Gunn Marit HELGESEN, County Mayor of Telemark (NO) 
Executive Secretary: Lars HAUKVIK, Telemark County Council (NO) 
 
Alternate representatives of Presidents of Commissions (*):  

 Atlantic Arc Commission: Richard WESTLAKE, Councillor, Devon County Council  
 

Administrative Council:  
 Yves MORVAN, President of the CPMR Administrative Council 

 
Alternate members:  

 Sweden Roland ANDERSSON, Chairman of Västra-Götaland 
 United Kingdom Kathleen MATHESON, Councillor, Highland Council 

 
CPMR General Secretariat: 

Xavier GIZARD, Secretary General 
Philippe CICHOWLAZ, Directeur 
François DESRENTES, Directeur 
Fanny HARLING, Directrice 
Carol THOMAS, Déléguée Permanente de la CPMR à Bruxelles 
Marie-Agnès CHARON, Chef du Secrétariat 

Observers 
Kari AALTO, Manager of International Affairs, Council of Oulu Region (FIN) 
Iacob AJDER, Head of International cooperation department, Cahul County Council (Moldova) 
Giuseppe ANZALDI, Dirigente - Ufficio di Bruxelles della Presidenza della Regione Siciliana (I) 
Constantin BRAGARU, Director General, Constanta County Council (RO) 
Gabriela BRAGARU, Councellor, Constanta County Council (RO)  
Stefan BRATU, President, Cahul County Council (Moldova)  
Francis COYLE, Director Planning and Economic Development, Donegal County Council (IRL) 
Jean-Yves DALLEAU, Chargé de Mission, Conseil Régional de La Réunion (F)  
Cristian DARIE, Director of Regional Development Department, Constanta County Council (RO) 
Stefan-Daniel DRAGULIN, Vicepresident, Calarasi County Council (RO) 
Annemarie ELVERUM, European Officer, Aarhus County Council (DK) 
Susana FAISCA, Chef de Département de Coopération, Région Algarve (PT) 
Jesús GAMALLO ALLER, Secretario Xeral de Relaciónes con UE e Acción Exterior, Xunta de Galicia (E) 
Stelian GAVRUS, Tulcea County Council 
Paolo GIANNARELLI, Consigliere del Presidente per le politiche Europee, Regione Toscana (IT) 
Christian GUYONVARC’H, Vice-Président, Conseil Régional de Bretagne (F) 
Roxana IACOB, Councillor for Foreign Affairs, Tulcea County Council (RO) 
Necmeddin KURT, Interpreter, Tekirdag (TR) 
Silvia MARIN, Councellor, Calarasi County Council (RO) 
Josefina MORENO BOLARÍN, Jefe de Sección de Coordinación Juridica, Región de Murcia (E)  
Octavian MOTOC, Executive Director for Foreign Affairs, Tulcea County Council (RO) 
Frank PSAILA, Permanent Secretary, Ministry for Gozo (MT) 
Ana RAMOS BARBOSA, Directrice, Fundación Galicia Europa (E) 
Per RØEN, Coordinator of International Affairs, County of Rogaland (NO) 
Daniel STEFAN, Councillor, Calarasi County Council (RO) 
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OPENING SESSION 
 
Mrs. Marcela SIGHINAS, Vice-President of Galati County Council, welcomed the members of the CPMR’s 
Political Bureau. She emphasised that regions are no longer mere geographical entities but are real catalysts 
for development. For Galati, this Political Bureau is an opportunity to reaffirm its interest in cooperation. 
 
Mr. Ene DINGA, Romania’s Minister for European Integration, reminded the meeting that, during the 
previous three weeks, the European Union had been faced with two exceedingly difficult situations – the 
rejection of the Constitutional Treaty and the failure to reach a consensus on the financial perspectives. In 
this respect, he repeated that Romania would continue to comply with its timetable of commitments. He 
concluded by expressing a wish that the meeting might have a fruitful outcome. 
 
Mrs. Gunn Marit HELGESEN, Vice-President of the CPMR, (Telemark), chaired the meeting in the absence 
of President Martini. She thanked the host regions for their hospitality and reminded the meeting that, in 
these troubled times, the need to defend a greater role for the regions was more urgent than ever. 
 

The Minutes of the Political Bureau meeting in Stavanger on 23rd September 2004 were unanimously 
adopted. 

The Political Bureau approved the draft Agenda for the present meeting. 
 
SESSION I: REPORT ON THE SEMESTER 
 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD, Secretary General of the CPMR, presented the report on the activities of the previous 
semester compared to the guidelines set at the General Assembly in Stavanger last September. (cf. annex 1) 
 
Mr. Richard WESTLAKE, Member of Devon County Council, congratulated the General Secretariat for the 
production of this document explaining CPMR activities in the regions. He considered that the CPMR could 
have been more proactive in promoting the Constitutional Treaty. 
 
Mr. Anthony PAPADIMITRIOU, Executive Secretary of the Balkans & Black Sea Regional Commission 
mentioned the seminar which will be taking place on 30th September in Canakkale (Turkey) to discuss 
maritime security and transport in the Black Sea / Mediterranean corridor. Mr. Xavier GIZARD emphasised 
the importance  of this initiative, the first concrete action of the Balkan & Black Sea Regional Commission, 
and he invited the Romanian authorities to attend the seminar. 
 
 
SESSION II 
 
1) Report on negotiations for financial perspectives and ratifications of the 

Constitutional Treaty 
 
Mr. Jean-Yves LE DRIAN, President of Brittany Regional Council, chaired this session and thanked the 
Romanian Minister for European Integration for his introductory remarks on the subject. He handed over to 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD who presented the draft opinion submitted to the Political Bureau. 
 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD introduced his remarks by reminding the meeting that nobody at the present time 
could say on what basis negotiations would begin again. In his speech to the European Parliament, Tony 
Blair referred to the SAPIR Report which the CPMR opposed for six months before it was rejected. The 
United Kingdom is the only country to openly pronounce itself in favour of a return to the nationalisation of 
regional policy. This policy is not a question of money, stressed Mr Gizard; it concerns the involvement of 
infra-government levels in European policy-making. Breaking off this link would be a serious step. 
 
He presented the opinion entitled “Cohesion – More Vital than Ever” and Mr. Philippe CICHOWLAZ, 
Director, described the main contents of the annexes. In particular, he analysed the budgetary consequences 
of the last “negotiating box” for the regions i.e. a drop in the funding for the convergence objective, 
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weakness in the territorial cohesion criteria for the future “regional competitiveness and employment” 
objective and a drastic cut in funding for transnational cooperation. He emphasised the weak territorial 
character of the EU’s strategic guidelines, which opposed the analyses contained in the third interim report 
on cohesion. 
 
Mr. Jean-Yves LE DRIAN indicated that this was a serious situation for our territories. Although the last 
summit meeting did not reach any conclusions, the underlying culture in these discussions is one that puts 
regional policy right at the bottom of the pile when it comes to issues of concern. We must head up the 
resistance, he said. Each of the regions in the CPMR must publicise the Political Bureau’s draft opinion. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Mr. Roland ANDERSSON, Chairman of Västra-Götaland, indicated that the Swedish regions would like a 
more ambitious budget. He considered it necessary to open up the discussion to include a debate on the 
inviolability of the CAP. 
 
Mr. Richard WESTLAKE suggested that the CPMR should have frank discussions on what it expects from 
the British presidency of the European Union. 
 
Mr. Ene DINGA considered that States which wanted limits to be placed on the Community budget were 
forgetting the multiplying effects of investments, especially in new Member States. He denounced the risk of 
creating a two-speed European Union. 
 
Mr. José António CAMPOS CORREIA, President of Algarve, emphasised that it would be dangerous to 
forget the European Commission’s original proposals, which reflected a vision for Europe. He reminded the 
meeting of the special situation of statistical effect regions. 
 
Miss Josefina MORENO BOLARÍN, Jefe de Sección de Coordinación Juridica, from Murcia, highlighted the 
importance of territorial cooperation and referred to the declaration adopted at a General Assembly by the 
Inter-Mediterranean Commission. She was supported on this point by Mr. Angelo PARELLO, Executive 
Secretary of the Inter-Mediterranean Commission. 
 
For Mr. Jean-Yves DALLEAU, Chargé de Mission, Reunion Regional Council, the French and Dutch 
responses to the referendum revealed a serious crisis that went beyond the territorial dimension. There was 
an institutional problem, doubt as to the European Union’s place in a globalised world and concern about 
European policies. He would like the discussion to go further and would like the CPMR to play a part in it, 
especially at its General Assembly. 
 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD indicated that: 
- He shared the need for vast, far-reaching analysis. The seminar in the first half of 2006  in the Azores on the 
topic of “Regions and Globalisation”, alongside the discussions planned during the CPMR General 
Assembly, would continue this objective; 
- With regard to the CAP, apart from the second pillar, the CPMR has never really given any consideration 
to this topic, because of the diversity of regional interests.  
 
The following amendments were tabled with regard to the opinion of the Political Bureau: 

o Refer to the scope of the questions posed by the European context, renew the CPMR’s 
support for the entry of Romania into the EU in accordance with the agreed timetable, and 
highlight the fact that some States have adopted the Constitutional Treaty (La Réunion); 

o Modify the sentence concerning thanks expressed to States which made concessions 
(Devon);  

o Mention cohesion policy as a step towards the modernisation of the EU (Brittany); 
o Introduce the need for full and frank discussions of the budget (Västra-Götaland, Aarhus 

County); 
o Support the instruments for territorial cooperation as proposed by the Commission 

(Murcia). 
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2) Review of thematic issues 
 
Energy: report presented by Mr. Jean Didier HACHE, Executive Secretary of the Islands Commission 
 
Some 20 regions are involved in this working group headed by the region of Navarre. 
 
The Steering Committee has been set up with three other regions viz. Western Isles, Noord Nederland and 
Cornwall. 
 
Three main topics will be covered: 

1) The benefits of renewable energy for the regions in terms of employment and income; 
2) The conflicts resulting from the development of renewable energy and the solution of such conflicts; 
3) Is European legislation appropriate to the development of renewable energies in peripheral 

maritime regions? 
 

The first seminar will be held in Cornwall on 19th and 20th September 2005. Other seminars will take place 
during 2005-2006 and a conference is planned in Navarre at the end of 2006 to summarise the work. 
 
Comments:  
 
Mr. Richard WESTLAKE saw this approach as a real opportunity to solve the increasing conflict in Wales 
and Cornwall with regard to the environmental impact of wind farms. 
 
In his remarks, Mr. Richard WESTLAKE drew the meeting’s attention to two further points: 

1) He suggested that he could personally approach certain members of the British government to 
discuss subjects that the CPMR considers as relevant; 

2) He denounced the strong competition between “low cost” companies and other ferry companies 
which are beginning to suffer as a result of the excessively low fares offered by these “low cost” 
companies. 

 
 
Tourism:  
 
Two general points were raised by the Secretary General of the CPMR, Mr. Xavier GIZARD: 
- He presented the invitation from Malta to attend the forthcoming conference on Tourism, to be held in 
Malta on 19th to 21st October 2005; 
 
- He presented the proposal from the Ionian Islands to create a Thematic Group on Sustainable Tourism 
coordinated by the Ionian Islands. This proposal was unanimously adopted by the Political Bureau. Mrs. 
Kathleen MATHESON (Highland Council) suggested that the North Sea Commission might wish to be 
involved in its setting up, given that this Commission has an already established  culture and tourism group. 
An initial meeting could be organised during the autumn of 2005 (the date will be given at the General 
Assembly in Madeira).  
 
Miscellaneous 
Mr. Xavier Gizard wanted to draw the meeting’s attention to the following additional points regarding 
thematic issues:  

1) The subject of “Europe of the Sea” will be dealt with in detail during the forthcoming CPMR General 
Assembly in Madeira; 

2) With regard to territorial cooperation, he noted the opinion (now shared by numerous member 
regions, in particular the Baltic Sea and Inter-Mediterranean Commissions) that geographical 
constraints should not be imposed on initiatives involving cross-border cooperation within a given 
maritime basin. On this point, the representative of the Algarve region insisted that his region lay 
within the limits of applicability set for cross-border issues; 
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3) Finally, the involvement of the CPMR in the CAP remained to be defined. Initial contact will be 
necessary with DG Agriculture to allow for joint consideration of the issue with the CPMR. 

 
 
Committee of the Regions:  
 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD expressed his satisfaction with the quality of the relationship between the CPMR and 
the Committee of the Regions. The Committee now systematically invites the CPMR to its meetings and 
schedules time for input from the CPMR. Unfortunately, it is often difficult to  mobilise politicians to attend 
the meetings. The Secretary General is therefore appealing for stronger involvement on the part of the 
regions at meetings of the Committee of the Regions where there is a need for active participation on the part 
of politicians. It might be possible to obtain a programme of forthcoming meetings from the Committee of 
the Regions so that it could be circulated to Presidents of member regions as early as possible. By doing so, it 
would be possible to see in advance which politicians would be available at each date and give time to 
prepare their input to the meeting. 
 
On this subject, Miss Josefina MORENO BOLARÍN from Murcia Region expressed her satisfaction with the 
on-going support for member regions from the CPMR. She also indicated the availability of President 
Valcarcel (Murcia), President of the Relex Commission within the Committee of the Regions and a member 
of the Coter Commission, and expressed his willingness to assist in establishing close cooperation on new 
initiatives in the common interest. 
 
 
SESSION III: THE REGIONS AND GLOBALISATION 
 
Mrs. Gunn Marit HELGESEN, Vice-President of the CPMR, came back to the discussion on the preparation 
of the opinion entitled “Cohesion – More Vital than Ever” which had been submitted to the Political Bureau. 
Several amendments to the text had been proposed, to take account of the observations from the members 
present. The opinion was unanimously adopted  (Opinion sent to our members by mail on 30th June 2005). 
 
REGIONS & GLOBALISATION 
 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD, Secretary General of the CPMR, mentioned various topics which may have major 
consequences for regional authorities, including maritime safety and climate changes. He went on to explain 
the role of the NRG4SD network set up three years ago in Johannesburg which, to date, has organised a 
number of conferences on issues linked to globalisation. Similarly, he announced that a conference will be 
held on 3rd/4th February 2006 in Marseille (PACA Region, F) to discuss climate changes. 
 
Mr. François DESRENTES, Director of the CPMR, gave an overview of the organisation of the NRG4SD 
network, which was set up under the Belgian law on associations. Since its creation, the network has 
launched a major initiative after the tsunami that struck South-East Asia in December 2004, and a task force 
has been set up to provide aid and assistance for the people most seriously affected. 
 
Mr. François DESRENTES went on to inform members of the work in progress to prepare for the seminar 
on climate changes, an initiative on the part of President Vergès. 
The aims of the seminar should focus on two topics. Firstly, it is essential to identify the type of action 
required to cope with the challenges of climate changes. The second area of concern, in which action is also 
required, is how to adapt to the consequences of climate changes and how to define the role of Regions in 
this process. During the seminar, there will be a discussion on the drafting of a CPMR work programme. The 
members of the Political Bureau were invited to give the General Secretariat a mandate to draft a position 
and asked Mr. Paul Vergès to circulate this document as widely as possible. The General Secretariat’s 
requests concerning the organisation of a seminar on climate changes in Marseille were accepted. 
 
Mr. Jean-Yves DALLEAU, representing President Vergès, took the floor to give the members of the Political 
Bureau more information on the conference to be held in Marseille (PACA Region, F). The aim of the 
conference is to give the regional authorities an opportunity and a platform from which to explore the 
actions that will be required, given that regional authorities are often in the front line when it comes to facing 
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up to such challenges. He also indicated that the dates have been changed and that the seminar will now be 
held on 3rd/4th February 2006 (instead of November 2005 as initially planned). 
 
Mr. Richard WESTLAKE, Vice-President of the CPMR, supported this initiative and underlined the 
importance of considering the issues of climate change. He believed that nobody had a clear enough idea of 
the difficulties that will have to be dealt with but that it was necessary to limit the consequences. Future 
generations will have to find solutions but we have to begin looking at what can be done now. 
 
Mr. José Antonio CAMPOS CORREIA, President of the Algarve Region, underlined the existence of 
Agenda 21, a network of local and regional authorities set up in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. Mr. Campos Correia 
believed that the scope of the network should be maximised, as a useful means of involving Europe’s 
citizens in discussions on sustainable development and climate changes. 
 
 
SESSION IV   
 
Financial situation 
 
Mr. Yves MORVAN, President of the Administrative Council, began by presenting the CPMR’s accounts for 
2004. The activity of the General Secretariat alone showed a surplus of 303,285 euros. Once the contributions 
to the Geographical Commissions and cooperation programmes were deducted, the surplus fell to 
approximately 103,509 euros. This sum will be divided between the contingency fund and the association 
fund for a few major operations. It included 25,000 euros for the redesign of the website and 30,000 euros as 
an exceptional contribution to the seminar in the Azores. The balance would be allocated to the voluntary 
reserve. The administrative account for 2004 was unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Yves MORVAN then presented the main elements of the 2005 budget adopted in Stavanger. He 
suggested that part of the reserves should be used to fund new expenditure on associative projects e.g. 
+30,000 euros for the “Europe of the Sea” project, + 30,000 euros to help Catalonia finance the celebrations of 
the tenth anniversary of Barcelona Processus on 25th/26th November and a contribution of 4,000 euros for a 
maritime conference organised by the North Sea Commission. The modified 2005 budget was unanimously 
adopted. The President of the Administrative Council emphasised that the Greek regions were still not up to 
date with their 2004 subscriptions. 
 
The draft budget for 2006 would be presented at the General Assembly in Madeira. Proposed increases in 
subscriptions would not exceed the rate of inflation. 
 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD then specified that certain regions had asked for the re-establishment of an optional 
ceiling on subscriptions (this ceiling was abolished a few years ago). The proposal was mainly of concern to 
two of the twelve regions who used to benefit from this ceiling. The problem may also arise for a few large 
regions in the North Sea area which have not yet resolved outstanding membership issues with the CPMR.  
 
Such a ceiling could, for example, be fixed at  a population of 5 million. Mr. Xavier GIZARD reminded the 
meeting that: 

o On the one hand, regions with populations of under 650,000 make an additional effort 
compared to other regions and that this might constitute an argument against the re-
establishment of an optional ceiling; 

o At the same time, it was the large regions which covered most of the cost of hosting major 
events. They should not be encouraged to withdraw from the organisation and, out of the 12 
regions concerned, only two seemed to envisage the implementation of this optional ceiling. 

 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD asked the Political Bureau to reach a decision on this matter. 
 
Mr. Richard WESTLAKE began by expressing his satisfaction with the level of compliance with the 
Stavanger agreement on the limiting of budgetary increases. With regard to the optional ceiling, he asked for 
further information before reaching a decision. 
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Mr. Roald BERGSAKER, President of the Rogaland County, also asked for a document analysing the 
consequences of such an arrangement. 
 
Mrs. Gunn Marit HELGESEN proposed that the matter be examined in the light of the new information at 
the Political Bureau meeting in Madeira. 
 
ISO Standard 
Mr. Philippe CICHOWLAZ indicated that the General Secretariat had recently undergone a practice audit 
with a view to ISO certification. He specified that the actual certification audit would take place at the end of 
September 2005 and that the new conditions of the General Secretariat’s Quality Policy could be presented at 
the next CPMR General Assembly. 
 
Simultaneous translation 
Mr. Xavier GIZARD presented the written conditions that might be applied to simultaneous translation 
when organising CPMR meetings. Mr. Angelo Parello indicated that the Inter-Mediterranean Commission 
had decided to add Portuguese to its mandatory working languages. The proposed specifications were 
unanimously adopted  (cf. annex 2). 
 
Membership/Withdrawal 
The Political Bureau noted the withdrawal of the regions of Balvi (Latvia) and Ida Virumaa (Estonia) for 
budgetary reasons linked to institutional changes. 
It unanimously welcomed Aberdeen City Council (UK). 
 
Nomination to the Political Bureau 
The President of the Lazio Region, Mr. Piero Marrazzo, was to replace Mr. Vito D’Ambrozio as the Italian 
alternate member. 
An alternate member was to be appointed by the Greek delegation but no details had yet been provided on 
this matter. 
 
Organisational charter 
In accordance with the discussions of 14th January 2005, the Political Bureau gave its agreement to a 
proposal to be put forward in Madeira for the creation of two additional positions of Vice-President, one for 
Mrs. Debono as representative of the regions in the new Member States and the other for the full member 
representing the Greek Regions. 
 
 
Presentation of the Agenda for the General Assembly in Madeira (2nd/4th November 2005) 
 
Mr. Jean-Yves DALLEAU appreciated the topics proposed for the Agenda. He suggested that member 
regions might be consulted in advance on major questions included in the Agenda. Mr. Xavier Gizard took 
note of the request.  
 
Mr. Richard WESTLAKE suggested that the general discussion scheduled for the Friday morning might be 
extended into the afternoon to give more time for discussions among member regions. 
 
The draft Agenda was adopted. The next Political Bureau, after the one to be held in Madeira during the 
General Assembly, will be held on Gozo (Malta) following an invitation extended by Mrs. Debono. The dates 
will be specified later. 
 
Mrs. Gunn Marit HELGESEN, Vice-President of the CPMR, concluded the meeting and expressed warm 
thanks to the regions of Galati and Tulcea for their hospitality. 
 


