
32nd CPMR General Assembly  22 / 24 September 2004  Stavanger (Rogaland, N)  p. 1 
 Final Declaration  

 

CONFÉRENCE DES RÉGIONS PÉRIPHÉRIQUES MARITIMES D’EUROPE 

CONFERENCE OF PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OF EUROPE 

 

6, rue Saint-Martin  35700 RENNES - F 
Tel. : + 33 (0)2 99 35 40 50 - Fax : + 33 (0)2 99 35 09 19 
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32nd CPMR GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
22/24 September 2004 
Stavanger (Rogaland, N) 

 

The Peripheral Maritime Regions listed below met in Stavanger (Rogaland, Norway) on 22 to 24 
September 2004 September 2003 for the 32nd CPMR General Assembly. 

ABERDEENSHIRE (UK), ABRUZZO (I), AÇORES (P), ÅLAND (FIN), ALENTEJO (P), ALGARVE (P), ANATOLIKI MAKEDONIA 
THRAKI (GR), ANDALUCIA (E), AQUITAINE (F), ARGYLL & BUTE (UK), ÅRHUS (DK), ASTURIAS (E), AUST AGDER (N), 
BALEARES (E), BALVI (LV), BASSE-NORMANDIE (F), BLEKINGE (S)*, BORDER (IRL), BORNHOLM (DK), BRETAGNE (F), 
BUSKERUD (N), CALARASI (RO), CAMPANIA (I), CATALUNYA (E), COMUNITAT VALENCIANA (E), CONSTANTA (RO),  
COPENHAGEN (DK)*, CORNWALL (UK), CORSE (F), DEVON (UK), DYTIKI ELLADA (GR), DYTIKI MAKEDONIA (GR), EAST OF 
ENGLAND REGIONAL ASSEMBLY (UK), EAST OF SCOTLAND EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM (UK), FAMAGUSTA (CYPRUS), 
FINNMARK (N), GALATI (RO), GALICIA (E), GÄVLEBORG (S), GLOUCESTERSHIRE–SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE (UK), 
GOTLAND (S), GOZO (MALTA), GUADELOUPE (F), HALLAND (S), HAMPSHIRE (UK), HIGHLAND (UK), HIIUMAA (EE), 
HORDALAND (N), IDA-VIRUMAA (EE), ISLE OF MAN (BRITISH ISLES), ISLE OF WIGHT (UK), ITÄ-UUSIMAA (FIN), KAUNAS (LT)*, 
KLAIPEDA (LT), KRITI (GR), KYMENLAAKSO (FIN), LA REUNION (F), LAZIO (I), LIMOUSIN (F), LISBOA E VALE DO TEJO (P), 
MADEIRA (P), MARCHE (I), MARTINIQUE (F), MECKLENBURG-VORPOMMERN (D), MELILLA (E), MØRE OG ROMSDAL (N), 
MURCIA (E), NAVARRA (E), NOORD NEDERLAND (NL), NORRBOTTEN (S), NORDLAND (N), NORD PAS-DE-CALAIS (F), NORD-
TRØNDELAG (N), NORTE (P), NORTHERN IRELAND (UK), NOTIO AIGAIO (GR), ÖLAND (S), ORKNEY (UK), ØSTFOLD (N), 
OSTROBOTHNIA (FIN), OULU REGION (FIN), PÄIJÄT-HÄME (FIN), PAÍS VASCO (E), PÄRNUMAA (EE), PAYS DE LA LOIRE (F), 
PODLASKIE (POLAND), POITOU-CHARENTES (F), PROVENCE-ALPES-COTE D'AZUR (F), RIGA (LV), ROGALAND (N), SARDEGNA 
(I), SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE (UK), SHETLAND (UK), SICILIA (I), SKÅNE (S), SOGN OG FJORDANE (N), SØR-TRØNDELAG (N), 
SOUSSE (TU), SOUTH OF SCOTLAND ALLIANCE (UK), SOUTH-WEST FINLAND (FIN),  STEREA ELLADA (GR), STOCKHOLM (S), 
TANGER-TETOUAN (MOROCCO), TEKIRDAG (TURKEY), TELEMARK (N), THESSALIA (GR), TOSCANA (I), TROMS (N), TUKUMS 
(LV), TULCEA (RO), UMBRIA (I), UPPSALA (S), VÄSTERBOTTEN (S), VÄSTRA GÖTALAND (S), VEST-AGDER (N), VESTFOLD (N), 
VIBORG (DK), VILNIUS  (LT)*, VLAANDEREN (FLANDERS, B)* VOREIO AIGAIO (GR), WALES (UK), WESTERN ISLES (UK). 
(*) Observers  
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Regions present, the President of the CPMR should like to extend his most sincere 
thanks to Rogaland County Council and its Mayor, Roald G. Bergsaker, for their hospitality and welcome. 
His thanks also go to the national authorities (especially Mrs Erna Solberg, Minister for Local 
Government and Regional Development and Mr Bert De Vries representing the Dutch Presidency of the 
Union) as well as to the regional authorities present and the European institutions who took part in the 
work of the Conference. 
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In the name of its 149 members, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe, 
meeting for its 32nd Annual General Assembly in Stavanger (Rogaland, N) adopted the following 

Final Declaration: 
 
 
 

FINAL DECLARATION 
 

1. For the European Union, 2004 has been marked by five main events: 
- Admission of 10 new Member States on 1st May; 
- Election of the new Parliament in June; 
- Adoption of the Draft Constitutional Treaty by the Heads of States and Governments for 

ratification by the people and/or their representatives; 
- Appointment of the European Commission, which will take up its functions on 1st November; 
- Proposals from the European Commission regarding the Union’s political guidelines and 

financial perspectives for the period between 2007 and 2013. 

This has established the basis for action over the next 9 years. 

2. Firstly, the CPMR presents its sincerest congratulations to the Presidents of the European 
Commission and European Parliament, Messrs. Durao Barroso and Josep Borell, and expresses to 
them the hopes and expectations of its member regions for a deeper Union with a greater sense of 
solidarity. It also expresses its total support in assisting in the success of these objectives. It hopes 
that the five-year mandate of their two institutions will help to ensure that the next renewal of 
membership, in 2009, will mark the first massive involvement of our citizens in the European 
venture, whether their States already hold EU membership or expect to obtain it in the future. 

3. The Conference expresses its satisfaction with the advances already made, through the draft 
Constitutional Treaty, in recognising the role of the regions as stakeholders in the building of 
Europe. Its Political Bureau has indicated this through its statements of position at meetings in 
Cagliari and Umeå.  
With the other member organisations of the platform of regional and local authorities, and with the 
Committee of the Regions, it intends to become proactive in the implementation of the principles 
retained, in particular within the framework of systematic dialogue launched by the European 
Commission. It expects the outcome to be the establishment of much deeper relations with the 
departments within the Commission. It invites Member States to translate this constitutional 
progress into their domestic laws and practices. 

4. The Conference is also delighted to note the inclusion of the principal of territorial cohesion in the 
draft Treaty. It sees this as a legal basis for more polycentric development within Europe. This 
opportunity remains to be put into practice, if possible concurrently with the application of the 
financial perspectives for the next period. In addition to this, the European Commission and Council 
must now request States to extend some deep consideration to the matter in order to give real form 
to this perspective as part of shared competences. The CPMR will make its contribution to this. 
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5. It is against this background that the CPMR received the European Commission’s proposals on the 
future cohesion policy. It applauds these proposals and would like to congratulate Commissioner 
Michel Barnier and his departments for the quality of the on-going dialogue implemented over the 
four years of preparation of these proposals. The Political Bureau explained the CPMR’s position in 
various documents, in particular its reactions to the publication of the Third Report on economic and 
social cohesion and the interim report on territorial cohesion. 

The CPMR would also like to express its generally very favourable reaction to the Commission’s 
draft regulations published on 14th July last. In particular, it applauds the measures relating to 
greater financial equity in interventions between regions and the efforts in favour of territories 
subjected to on-going constraints, territories with very low population density and island regions. 

It welcomes the status granted to territorial cooperation, which is now considered as a specific 
objective under regional policy and has been allocated significant budgets. 

It will, together with its Geographical Commissions, detail its proposals at the seminar in Taormina 
(Sicily, I) on 21st and 22nd October 2004 regarding the appropriate implementation of this objective 
(transnational cooperation areas, conditions governing interregional cooperation, role of the regions 
in the decision-making mechanisms, etc.). 

6. On the other hand, the Conference has been led to highlight the anxieties of its member regions with 
regard to a number of European matters that have a strong territorial impact: 

- It would like to thank the European Parliament and the Council which partially took account of 
some of its suggestions when adopting the revised TEN-T; 
- Likewise, dialogue has been established regarding the regions’ involvement in the 
implementation of the second pillar of the CAP and measures to promote diversification in areas 
dependent on fishing; 
- The same applies, with the Commission’s departments, to the review of the State Aid policy. The 
CPMR would like to recall its support for the implementation of a principle of territorial 
differentiation in horizontal regulations and category-based exemptions. However, for parity with 
the draft Structural Fund regulations it will be necessary to make specific reference to islands and 
mountainous regions in the State Aid regulations in addition to the ultraperipheral regions and 
those with low population density. 
- It has also taken note of the European Commission’s Communication concerning a new 
partnership with the outermost regions, as well as the observations on this report made at the 10th 
Conference of the Presidents of the Ultra-Peripheral Regions. 

7. The year ahead will be marked mainly by negotiations on the Union’s future financial perspectives. 
The CPMR can only express its utmost concern regarding the risks resulting from the positions taken 
by some of the negotiators. It intends to make every effort to ensure that the final outcome does not 
prejudice the chances of a more balanced development of the EU’s territory. 
Firstly, it would like to recall that the maintenance of an effort equivalent to 0.41% of the Union’s 
GNP (0.46% counting rural development) is a form of budgetary cutback compared to previous 
periods. The intensity of the effort in a Europe expanding from 15 to a minimum of 27 Member 
States would have deserved a much higher ambition as regards the cohesion of our continent. This 
financial effort has failed to match up to the challenges for two main reasons: 

- The cap on aid for new Member States to 4% of their GDP, given that the GDP is relatively low in 
terms of volume, especially by comparison with earlier enlargements of the Union; 

- The minimum ambition as regards the new objective of regional competition and employment, 
and phasing in and phasing out. 

Moreover, although the CPMR applauds the new ambitions declared by the Commission as regards 
sectoral policies in the fields of research and TEN-T, it will remain vigilant on any budgetary 
manœuvre that consists of using these policies in a tactical manner in negotiations to the detriment 
of regional policy. If the Member States were not required to adopt the Commission’s financial 
proposals as they stand, it would be quite legitimate to expect these new budgets to be considered as 
the main variables for adjustment. Moreover, these ambitions must not be allowed to lead 
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mechanically to a drop in national efforts. Instead, they must constitute a truly additional effort on 
the part of the EU in favour of the ambitions stated in the Lisbon strategy. 

The CPMR also wishes to recall the absolute necessity for massive regional mobilisation to 
effectively implement the Lisbon and Göteborg strategies, especially in the areas of innovation, 
accessibility, environmental policies and assistance at regional level with the European employment 
strategy. 

8. To allow CPMR members and their citizens an opportunity to comprehensively express their 
concerns, the CPMR intends to extend its capacity for proposal and partnership with the European 
institutions to include other policies with a strong territorial impact. Its member regions have 
therefore agreed to a new investment in the areas of energy, employment, vocational training, 
services of general interest, research and innovation. In particular, it would like a greater 
contribution from FP7 (7th framework programme for research & development) in the building of the 
regional economic fabrics of the future. Moreover, the CPMR undertakes to take forward its 
discussions on employment, especially in the regions suffering from permanent handicaps such as 
the islands in addition to the outermost regions, in order to draw up proposals for a better 
adaptation of EU policies in this area. 

9. In the same way and following on from the guidelines adopted in Saint-Malo on the occasion of its 
thirtieth anniversary, the CPMR invites the States, European Commission and Parliament to play an 
active role in promoting a veritable European policy of the sea. It would like the Council to request a 
Green Paper on the contribution of maritime activities in achieving the objectives set in Lisbon and 
Göteborg. The CPMR also would like to draw the European Union’s special attention to the need for 
effective actions to improve maritime safety in sensitive seas in Europe, and to encourage specific 
actions in particular maritime zones and regions to prevent oil catastrophes. 

10. In the light of the current instability in terms of international relations, on account of conflicts in 
many areas in the world, terrorist activities, demographic problems and migrations, the CPMR urges 
the States, the European Commission and Parliament to step up common policies for security and 
peace and to introduce a common migration policy that aims to cope with and solve – in liaison also 
with the new neighbourhood policy – the fundamental issue of development and of promoting 
democracy in the countries of origin of migrants.  

11. With a view to obtaining adequate resources to meet these concerns and ambitions, the CPMR is 
adopting its Second Medium-Term Development Plan. 

12. Its member regions mandate its Political Bureau and Secretary General to implement the present 
guidelines. 

 

 

Adopted unanimously 
 (one  abstention) 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern voted in favour of the Final Declaration with the exception of point 7. 

∴ 


