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OPENING SESSION 

Claudio MARTINI, President of the CPMR opened the meeting of the Political Bureau. He thanked Mr 
Jaroslaw Zielinski, State Secretary, Mr Dariusz Piontkowski, Marshal and Mr Jaroslaw Schabieński, Vice-
Voïvode of the Podlaskie Region for hosting the meeting. Thanks were also expressed to Mr Dirk Ahner, 
Director General of DG for Regional Policy for his presence at the meeting. 

Jaroslaw ZIELINSKI, State Secretary, Ministry of Interior and Administration, welcomed the CPMR’s 
regions to Podlaskie and reiterated the importance of regions coming together to discuss issues of mutual 
concern and congratulated the role of the CPMR in this way.  

Dariusz PIONTKOWSKI, Marshal of Podlaskie Region, recognised the role played by CPMR in facilitating 
interregional cooperation and highlighted the active participation of the Podlaskie region in the Baltic Sea 
Commission. 

The minutes of the Political Bureau meeting held in Florence (Tuscany, Italy) on 16 February were 
unanimously adopted. 

The Political Bureau adopted the agenda for the present meeting. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE CPMR PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE 2006-2007 PERIOD 

Xavier Gizard, CPMR Secretary General gave a presentation of the main areas of activity for the CPMR 
Secretariat, of the last months as set out in the CPMR’s work programme.  

• Constitutional Treaty. The CPMR has been working with other interregional organisations to ensure 
their input in the discussions being led by the Member States. A joint letter was sent to the German 
Presidency of the European Union.  This letter stressed that Article 5 of the Constitutional Treaty 
which enshrines the subsidiarity principle and which provides the legitimate basis for regions and 
cities to be involved in EU decision-making, should be retained in the draft text. Assurances have 
been provided by Mrs Merkel that this matter would be included in the discussions scheduled for on 
22nd June. Further assurances have been provided by President Barosso that these matters would be 
included in the negotiating mandate for discussion at the inter-governmental conference. Therefore, 
the signs are positive but it is important to remain vigilant to the outcome of these talks and also 
encourage regions to continue to contribute to these discussions. 

• Maritime Policy. There are high hopes for the meeting of the Heads of State and Government to be 
held this December which should, for the first time, agree a package of measures for the 
implementation of a truly integrated maritime policy which takes account of spatial, social and 
economic factors. The CPMR is on the point of approving its final contribution to the Green Paper 
consultation. The next stage phase begins in autumn when the Commission will come forward with 
its proposals on 10 October, which will then be discussed during the CPMR General Assembly on 19 
October. It is expected that these will be examined on 22nd October during a meeting to be organised 
under the Portuguese Presidency and to which the CPMR will participate.  
On 19 November 2007 at Gijón the CPMR’s regions will organise a meeting on maritime transport 
with Commissioner Jacques Barrot. This will be another opportunity for the regions to input their 
views to the European Commission.  

• Future of the EU Budget. The CPMR is at the early stages of its reflections on a CPMR position paper. 
A meeting of the Scientific Council was held in Coimbra (Portugal) to discuss implications of future 
changes to the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy. The medium term objective is to produce a CPMR 
issues paper which will provide the basis for organising a one day seminar to which the Agricultural 
Commissioner would be invited to discuss the future of CAP from the perspective of the regions in 
2008. 
In addition, the CPMR has been encouraged to respond to a call for papers issued by the Commission 
and led by President Barosso on plans for the structure and content of the EU’s future budget post 
2013. The first seminar to discuss this topic will be held in March 2008 and CPMR should be invited 
by Commissioner Barosso to take part in this conference. 



CPMR Political Bureau – Augostów (Podlaskie, Poland) – 8 June 2007 

Minutes – Ref. CRPMPRV070055 A0 - page 4 

• Innovation and Energy Policy. Recently meetings of both the CPMR’s Innovation Working Group 
and the Energy Working Group have taken place to discuss issues of mutual interest. 

• Regional Policy. The Commission has just published its 4th Cohesion Report. This Report would be 
the subject of more detailed discussions later during the Political Bureau meeting. 

• External Cooperation and Neighbourhood Policy. This area of the CPMR’s work focuses on 
international cooperation activities with regions outside the EU. An important example of this work 
was demonstrated by the CPMR’s Balkans and Black Sea Commission which recently met for its 
Annual General Meeting in Çanakkale (Turkey). This meeting brought together partners from Greece, 
Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey to discuss their plans for greater interregional cooperation with EC, 
UNDP and Black Sea Economic Cooperation. 

• Forum for the Network of World Regions. The creation of this Network highlights new challenges 
for the Regions.  Like 35 years ago, when the CPMR was created as a catalyst for establishing 
interregional cooperation amongst European regions, there is now a need to develop regional 
cooperation at the international scale.  This Network of World Regions was established last March in 
Marseille and Claudio Martini is its President. The Network will focus on issues such as climate 
change and the Bureau of this Network will meet at the end of August.  
The work of this body will be linked up with the activities being led by Commissioner Danuta 
Hübner who has recently signed agreements with Russia and China and who is now requesting the 
CPMR to get involved in the work of the Commission in this field. Collaboration between European 
regions and those outside the EU will be further promoted at this years Open Days event in October 
where a session will be devoted to discussing how the EU and regions from other continents can learn 
from each other. 

The report on the CPMR’s on-going Work Programme was adopted unanimously. 

THE EUROPEAN MARITIME POLICY 

Patrick ANVROIN (CPMR Secretariat) presented the main elements of the draft CPMR Final Contribution 
to the Commission’s Green Paper on Maritime Policy. The objective of this contribution was,  on the one 
hand, to put forward proposals on the type of activity that could be included in a future EU Maritime Policy 
and on the other hand, to highlight the geographical integration of Europe. The meeting organised by the 
German Presidency in Bremen on 3rd May to discuss the EU maritime agenda had been an opportunity to 
present the CPMR’s views to a wide ranging audience. 

A key aim of the CPMR’s work was to underline that the regional level was the most relevant for the 
effective implementation of aspects of maritime policy. The position paper highlights the need to balance the 
interests of the fisheries, ports and tourism sectors against the need to maintain thriving ecosystems. It was 
important to improve management of the EU’s financial instruments, in particularly the Interreg IV 
programme, so as to enhance maritime cooperation and to bring about a truly integrated approach to the 
management of maritime issues.   

Furthermore, the document proposes that Interreg IV be used to introduce an EU accreditation which could 
be awarded to EU regions recognised as models for best practice in the implementation of maritime policy. 
The annex included as part of the CPMR’s contribution highlighted many best practice examples that 
currently exist in the field of maritime governance.  

The CPMR paper also stressed the need to consider an integrated EU Maritime Policy from the perspective 
of the various maritime basins that exist; these considerations are well documented within the CPMR 
position paper. In addition, it drew attention to the issue of maritime safety, which was the subject of 
extensive discussion at the CPMR’s seminar in Santander last April.  

It was acknowledged that further work needed to be done as concerns the proposals for action in the field of 
research and development as this area remains under developed in the CPMR paper.   

The CPMR paper also highlighted the weakness of European Commission proposals in the field of maritime 
transport. This issue would be raised with Commissioner Barrot at a meeting to be held on 19 November on 
maritime transport. 
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The appointment of a coordinator for the Motorways of the Sea project was flagged up and it was stressed 
that this outcome represented a major victory for the CPMR and its Regions, following lobbying activity of 
more than two years. Commissioner Barosso had been very supportive on this matter.  

Patrick ANVROIN then raised the issue of training within the maritime sector. This subject had been 
discussed extensively during a conference held in Brittany on 9th March. Several proposals had been put 
forward of ways to improve the training opportunities for maritime personnel and to enhance safety and 
security of those working in the fisheries sector.  

It was confirmed that the contributions to the CPMR position paper provided by the individual Geographic 
Commissions would be included in the annex of the CPMR’s overall contribution. 

Information was then given on future action planned to carry forward the Maritime Policy discussions at EU 
level. One part of the planned ‘Blue’ paper which would be presented in October would bring together the 
overall results of the consultation. The other section of the Commission’s proposals would propose a longer 
term vision for implementing an EU Maritime Policy.  

It was important to continue to push the aspirations of the regions; however, it was clear that Member States 
were not entirely enthusiastic about pursuing an ambitious policy in this field.  

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) thanked Patrick Anvroin for his efforts at producing the CPMR’s 
position paper and also acknowledged the work that had been carried out on this matter by the Geographic 
Commissions.  

Xavier GIZARD highlighted several key dates in the coming months for discussions on the Maritime issue: 

• 9/10 July 2007 in the Azores – a CPMR seminar would be organised with Commissioner Borg 
and the Portuguese Government on maritime policy and globalisation. The aim would be to 
highlight the interest of regions from other continents in this subject; 

• 19 July 2007 – the Portuguese Presidency would organise a meeting on maritime governance. 
The CPMR had been invited to participate; 

• 19 October 2007 - Commissioner Borg and the Portuguese Minister for Maritime Affairs would 
participate in the CPMR’s General Meeting in Florence in order to discuss the Commission’s 
proposals which would be published on 10 October; 

• 22 October 2007 - the Portuguese Presidency would organise a meeting of the Member States to 
discuss the Commission’s proposals for an EU Maritime Policy; 

• 19 November 2007 – the meeting on maritime transport in Gijon (Asturias) would be another 
opportunity to discuss EU Maritime Policy in the run up to the EU summit meeting in 
December. 

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) stressed the importance of continuing to influence the contents of the 
Green Paper right up to the deadline. From the viewpoint of the North Sea Commission, it was felt necessary 
to boost the aspect of the CPMR’s position on the matter of marine strategy. 

Annelie STARK (Västra Götaland) felt satisfied that examples of regional activities were to be included in 
the annex. She also stressed the amendments that she felt were important:  

• The need to boost the environment and marine strategy aspects in the introduction section of the 
CPMR paper; 

• The need to recognise the diverse sea conditions that exist across different maritime basins; 

• The need to continue to work on the maritime policy issue even after the results of the Green Paper 
exercise have been published; 

• The need to boost discussion in the CPMR paper on maritime clusters; 

• The need to increase the emphasis on research and development matters and the role to be played 
by research and development in supporting the environment.  

Roy PERRY (Hampshire) expressed his support for the CPMR position. He was pleased to see the inclusion 
of the contribution by the Atlantic Arc and also the reference made to the Channel in the CPMR contribution. 
As regards the Motorways of the Sea, he remained unconvinced that the Commission was keen to 
implement this initiative. He reiterated the importance of continuing to support President Barosso in his 
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efforts to push forward an EU Maritime Policy as others within the Institutions did not necessarily share his 
enthusiasm for this matter. In particular, it was essential to flag up this topic with the Members of the 
European Parliament. 

Roald BERGSAKER (Rogaland) highlighted the importance of this initiative for the County of Rogaland 
and the work of the Northern Maritime Corridor in promoting sea transport. However, there were concerns 
regarding the implementation of the Motorways of the Sea and implications for ports of third countries. A 
proposal was made for an amendment to point 3.1.1 of the CPMR paper.   

Giovanna DEBONO (Gozo) made the following points: 
• Concern was expressed at ambiguity of involvement of 3rd countries in the EU’s marine strategy, a 

crucial issue for the Mediterranean; 
• The implementation of the marine strategy remained uncertain. In particular, no tools or funding 

had as yet been identified to facilitate maritime cooperation; 
• It was necessary to highlight the role of social and cultural factors in coastal areas as these make a 

significant input to GDP in coastal areas. 

Reinhard BOEST (Mecklenburg-Vorpommern) highlighted best practice examples from Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern in the fields of clusters, special planning and maritime safety and which he wished to 
highlight in the CPMR contribution.  The CPMR’s members were invited to get in contact if they wished to 
have further information.  

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) concluded this session by requesting that reference be made in the 
CPMR document to the connections between the sea and inland waterways. 

THE EUROPEAN MARITIME POLICY CONTINUED 

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) opened the session by requesting members to come forward with 
outstanding proposals for modifications to the CPMR draft position paper.  

Jorma PITKÄLÄ (Paijät-Häme) highlighted the need to take into account certain sensitive issues such as 
rivers and lakes. 

Patrick ANVROIN read out a statement that had been prepared by the Brittany Region whose 
representative, Mr Guyonvarc’h, was unable to be present.  

Brittany’s input highlighted the social aspects of EU Maritime Policy and their relationship to maritime legal 
matters. The importance of boosting the references in the CPMR text to scientific research was stressed. In 
addition, Motoways of the Sea would intensify maritime traffic. A proposal was made to modify the second 
part of the CPMR text to take account of this point. 

In the presentation from Brittany, recent work that had been completed by the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) on the international aspects, was highlighted. It was felt that the recently signed 
International Convention of the IMO was an important step in the maritime field. This could bring help to 
encourage a more cohesive EU approach in the international context and the CPMR text needed to make 
reference to this.   

Members were asked for their approval for these proposals from Brittany to be annexed to the CPMR text 
and this was agreed unanimously. 

Patrick ANVROIN went on to clarify how the various contributions and comments made would be 
introduced into the text. All the contributions of the Geographic Commissions, including that of the Atlantic 
Arc would be annexed.  As regards environmental issues, these would be taken into account in the second 
part of the document.  

It was agreed that comments concerning the Motorways of the Sea and the need to extend these to ports and 
harbours located in third countries would be agreed in the text. There was to be a specific session to discuss 
this matter at the meeting in Gijon on maritime transport in November.  

As regards scientific research, this would be more problematic to see how to boost this aspect of the CPMR 
document since there was no working group to put forward specific proposals. It was suggested that this 
matter be addressed through the references to maritime clusters in the CPMR’s paper. 
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The need to promote the external dimension of the sea and the concerns related to climate change were 
highlighted. It was proposed that the preventive measures flagged up in the declaration agreed at the 
Marseilles meeting in March 2006 would be integrated into the CPMR paper. Efforts would also be made to 
take account of the integrated management of sea shore regions with inland waterways.  

No contribution had been received from the Black Sea and Balkans Commission however cooperation in this 
sea basin was still as an early stage, and so it was expected that stronger interregional working would be 
developed over time.  

Annelie STARK (Västra Götaland) requested further clarification on how the issues of the environment 
would be given a more central place in the introduction of the CPMR text. Also clarification was sought on 
how research and development matters would be integrated into the CPMR paper.  

Although it was difficult to go beyond what was proposed earlier, replied Patrick Anvroin, he agreed to 
consider how the sustainable development theme could be strengthened in the introduction. He reiterated 
that an addition to the draft CPMR text would be introduced to take account of the results from the 
Marseilles meeting. It was proposed that a draft wording on this matter would be provided to members of 
the Political Bureau and that a deadline of 7 days for the receipt of comments would be imposed.  

Members of the Political Bureau were invited to come forward with any suggestions for topics that they felt 
required further consideration and which could be the subject of future work by the CPMR in the maritime 
field.   

Xavier GIZARD returned to the subject of the nomination of the coordinator for the Motorways of the Sea. It 
was clear that the CPMR would work closely with him; however, it was important to await the outcome of 
the European Parliament’s involvement in his nomination. Therefore members were urged not to contact 
him before his formal appointment. 

Xavier GIZARD also expressed support for the work of the Arc Manche, however he said, it was necessary 
for the partners of the English Channel to clarify how their proposal would be financed. He concluded by 
thanking Patrick Anvroin for his work on the CPMR’s contribution to the Maritime Green Paper 
consultation.  

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) thanked all those who had contributed to the Green paper 
consultation and the CPMR draft text. Members were called upon to vote on the CPMR paper. It was 
unanimously adopted. 

THE FUTURE OF EU REGIONAL POLICY 

Xavier GIZARD welcomed Dirk Ahner for his presence at the meeting and for the many years of mutually 
fruitful working relations.  

Dirk AHNER, Director General (DG for Regional Policy, European Commission), began by expressing his 
thanks and warm appreciation for his welcome both to the host Region and to the CPMR for having invited 
him to take part in the meeting.  

He proceeded to highlight the main points considered in the European Commission’s 4th Cohesion Report 
which had been published recently. He underlined how broad trends flagged up within the report showed 
that convergence was occurring in the European Union, both between Member States and between regions. 
This was encouraging, he went on, particularly since the new Member States were experiencing the highest 
growth rates. Despite this, absolute disparities remained large, partly due to recent enlargements but also 
because growth tended to concentrate in the most dynamic areas within countries.  

Evidence would suggest that economic prosperity in the EU was becoming less geographically concentrated, 
highlighted by the fact that the traditional economic centres had in recent years contributed significantly less 
to the EU’s GDP in 2005 than in 1995. Yet within Member States economic activity seemed to be concentrated 
within capital cities and secondary capitals carried much less economic weight that the capital city region.  

The EU and its regions faced a number of pressing challenges. Globalisation with its competitive pressure 
would continue to be a major factor. Other challenges identified included those of high and volatile energy 
prices, which it was stressed, were a particularly important issue for geographically peripheral regions, 
given the implications of higher transport prices. The impacts of climate change too would be felt by regions 
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throughout Europe where the frequency of extreme weather events was likely to increase. Also demographic 
developments had serious implications for the future levels of the working age population. The risk of 
increasing skill mismatches was highlighted. All of these challenges affected different regions in different 
ways, yet required targeted but coordinated responses.  

It was highlighted how the decisions on the management of public investment was steadily being 
decentralised to regional and local levels. EU Cohesion Policy had played a major role in the convergence 
process by supporting investment and improving administration and public governance.  

As for the future shape of EU’s Cohesion Policy post 2013, it is impossible to forecast what this should look 
like. It was important to examine the current trends and then to evaluate how best to adapt to them.  It was 
important to explore alternative financing instruments to those of grants. The Commission was increasing its 
use of loan mechanisms.   

Finally it was acknowledged that expertise exists within the Regions and the CPMR was actively encouraged 
to begin a dialogue with the Commission. It was crucial that the debate scheduled to take place in 2009 
would be a well informed one. 

Roy PERRY (Hampshire) raised the issue of internal migration. It was important to ensure that benefits 
were being reaped both by those nations who were sending their nationals as well the countries in receipt of 
these nationals. 

Philippe CICHOWLAZ (CPMR Inter-Mediterranean Commission) highlighted the link between the 
challenge of globalisation and Europe’s ability to improve its innovation record. Innovation as the key to the 
EU’s adaptation was not reserved to the major capitals of the EU. It was being experienced across the EU’s 
territory and it was critical to understand the role that governance plays in supporting this. At the same time 
it was important to promote development that was sustainable, an issue being increasingly overlooked at the 
EU level. For the CPMR, governance lies at the heart of the debate and in addition it was a powerful means 
to underline concern for EU environmental protection, he said.  

Jorma PITKÄLÄ (Paijät-Häme) concentrated his comments on how cohesion policy might better promote 
balanced and sustainable development taking into account the diversity in the regional EU structures. In his 
view, the criteria to determine whether a region was eligible or not for structural funds should move away 
from funding infrastructure projects, the aim of which was to create unemployment. Instead EU funding 
should seek to provide best ‘value for money’ through supporting activities that boost competitiveness and 
to this end, an indicator of competitiveness should be developed. Furthermore, he stressed, this would 
require a tripartite approach towards decision-making which would accord the regions their rightful place in 
the discussions.  

Claudio MARTINI underlined that the publication of the 4th Cohesion Report should provide the basis for 
revived discussions by the CPMR’s members and a longer term reflexion on the EU’s future approach 
towards cohesion policy. He put forward a number of points. Firstly, it was important to highlight the 
success stories of EU Regional Policy in helping lagging regions to speed up their development and that 
these successes were experienced across EU territory: this is not only benefiting to the lagging regions but 
also to those who were major contributors of EU funding. Secondly, it was important for the Commission to 
lead a discussion on the EU’s Regional Policy which went beyond simply looking at GDP growth but also 
examined qualitative improvements brought about EU Regional Policy. Thirdly, it was essential to stress 
how much could be achieved by regions working in collaboration in order to achieve mutually beneficial 
outcomes. Fourthly, the link needed to be made between future cohesion policy and the draft Constitutional 
Treaty text currently under discussion; Europe needs to have a Treaty which ensures effective governance 
and ways need to be found to simplify decision-making processes and to speed-up procedures, he said. 
Finally, economic growth is currently widespread across Europe yet European citizens still feel very 
pessimistic about the future; ways need to be found to address this mismatch between reality and peoples’ 
perceptions.  

Francesco ATTAGUILE (Sicily) highlighted Sicily’s experience within the context of EU Cohesion Policy 
and the major benefits that had been brought to the island. He stressed the importance of the EU promoting 
on-going dialogue with the regions in order to bring the European project closer to its citizens. However, he 
stressed the need for the implementation of EU policies to take account of Europe’s diversity manifested by 
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regional specificity.  Finally, a question was asked regarding the implications of higher energy prices for 
peripheral regions.  

Annelie STARK (Västra Götaland) emphasised the need to foster sustainable development when 
highlighting the various challenges that Europe faces. She also endorsed the view that it was important for 
the EU to consider greater use of loan schemes in structural fund interventions, where appropriate.  

Jacques BOULAU (CPMR Administrative Council) highlighted support for small and medium enterprises 
and then presented the example of OSEO, a financial organisation based in France and which had been 
highly successful in targeting small and medium sized companies in need of grants and loans.  

Gordon SUMMERS (Highland) stressed the importance of influencing the agenda early but also the need 
for the EU to simplify implementation of future funding schemes run within the Structural Funds 
framework.  

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) reiterated the need for the EU to simplify decision-making processes 
and to speed-up procedures. She underlined the role of innovation for Europe’s economies and the need to 
guard against taking protectionist measures.  

Dirk AHNER responded to the points raised. Firstly, DG Regio was beginning to prepare itself for 
discussions about future regional and cohesion policy post-2013. It is crucial to have an extensive reflection 
and this will start at the end of this year, he said. Secondly, he agreed that DG Regio still had much work to 
do on developing appropriate criteria measures and that it was important to establish qualitative methods of 
evaluating results of structural fund interventions. The EU had become increasingly more complex with 
each enlargement and on-going dialogue with the regions could help the Commission to understand 
developments on the ground. Thirdly, as concerns simplification of the Structural Funds, a small team 
would be established next year within DG Regio with the objective of pooling ideas from the regions and 
Member States on what additional simplification measures could be taken.  Finally, Mr Ahner underlined his 
view that increasing energy costs represented an additional handicap for Europe’s remote regions.  

Xavier GIZARD summarised the main activities foreseen in the coming months by the CPMR secretariat 
with regard to EU cohesion policy post-2013. CPMR would participate at the Cohesion Forum event in 
Brussels to be held at the end of September. A seminar would be jointly organised by the CPMR and the 
Spanish Government in January 2008. Finally he invited Mr Ahner to take part in the CPMR’s next General 
Assembly on 18/19 October in Florence where one of the sessions would be devoted to EU Regional Policy.  

__________________________________________________ 

Dariusz PIONTKOWSKI (Podlaskie) was given the floor and proceeded to give an extensive presentation 
of the serious transport problems currently being faced by the Region of Podlaskie and which he hoped to 
address through working in collaboration with other CPMR members.  

He stressed the strategic importance of Podlaskie’s location and the consequences of having poor road 
infrastructure which was seriously increasing traffic congestion and the number road accidents. The 
Podlaskie Regional Authorities were lobbying in favour of a by-pass which could help to address these 
problems but currently they were locked in a battle with local residents fiercely opposed to this by-pass 
given the consequences for the environment. Nevertheless, concluded Dariusz Piontkowski, this by-pass is 
crucial for the economic development of our Region and he hoped that the CPMR and it members could 
help Podlaskie to convince the Commission of the need for this important infrastructure development.  

_________________________________________________________ 

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) concluded the session by thanking Dariusz Piontkowski and Dirk 
Ahner for their presentations. 

THE COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY  

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) welcomed back the delegates. 

Patrick ANVROIN set out the activities foreseen by the secretariat to progress a CPMR position paper on 
the future of the Common Agricultural Policy post-2013. The European Commission is turning its attentions 
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to this matter and in order to launch CPMR internal reflections on this matter a Scientific Council meeting 
was held in Coimbra at the end of May.  

This meeting brought together a number of experts in this field, as well as regional representatives 
responsible for the implementation of agricultural policies on the ground, continued Patrick Anvroin. The 
aim was to examine how the Common Agricultural Policy would need to adapt in the face of pressures 
coming from the World Trade Organisation talks and other challenges, such as the need to ensure security of 
European food supplies.  This provided the opportunity for intense debate on the place of the farming sector 
within regional economies, the implications for the future incomes of farmers in the face of changes to the 
system of direct subsidies. The subject of differentiated ways of determining direct payments to farmers 
across Europe was explored. This differentiated implementation was leading to an unequal distribution of 
funding to farmers across the EU.   

It was highlighted that the CPMR secretariat was working on a document that would be presented to 
members at the General Assembly meeting in October and was to consider the role of the regions in the 
context of the debate. It was important to begin preparations for the radical changes that were expected post-
2013 with the potential for shifting of funding from Pillar 1 to Pillar 2 of the CAP. As a result, it was 
important to insist on an evaluation of the current state of European agriculture since the implementation of 
recent reforms, prior to introducing further major changes. Another aspect to be fleshed out in the CPMR 
position paper concerned legislation relating to rural development programmes and the implications of 
increasing reliance by regions on these Pillar 2 activities. 

No-one wished to take the floor on this matter.  

MARITIME SAFETY 

François DESRENTES (CPMR Secretariat) summarised the CPMR’s recent work to promote EU maritime 
security matters highlighting in particular the seminar that took place in Santander last April. The objectives 
of this meeting were to put pressure on the Members States to speed up agreement on the Third Maritime 
Safety Package of measures and also to highlight and strengthen partnership working of coastal regions and 
international organisations responsible for ensuring maritime safety. IOPCF was also represented at the 
meeting along with CPMR Regions.  

The contents of the draft declaration of Santander were presented to Members. There were three main aims 
of this declaration, firstly to further promote an EU Maritime Policy, secondly to build partnership between 
maritime regions and others maritime bodies and finally, to encourage the use of EU cooperation 
instruments to be put at the disposal of maritime safety objectives.  

Gunn Marit HELEGSEN (Telemark) invited members to come forward with their comments prior to the 
adoption of the draft Santander declaration. 

Giovanna DEBONO (Gozo) began with a number of comments in support of the involvement of maritime 
regions being in the implementation of maritime safety policies and also in developing the maritime safety 
agenda. Whilst expressing her support for the draft declaration, she made a number of observations 
concerning the precise terms used in the draft text to describe the European Commission’s maritime safety 
proposals. She also stressed that it would be more practical for the individual proposals contained in the 
Third Maritime Safety Package to be discussed separately, given the important implications for the safety of 
shipping. A number of changes were then proposed to the second paragraph of the draft declaration. 

These proposed changes were noted by the chair and members were requested to approve the integration of 
the changes into the draft declaration. The draft declaration was then unanimously adopted. 

François DESRENTES then informed members that since the Political Bureau meeting in Florence which 
took place last February, Mr Humphrey Temperley had been put forward by the British delegation as the 
CPMR representative to attend meetings of the IOPCF in London.  

Given that Mr Humphrey Temperley was unable to attend the Political Bureau meeting, Roy Perry took the 
floor on his behalf. He informed Members that Mr Temperley’s nomination as the CPMR representative at 
future IOPCF meetings had been endorsed, following a meeting of the British delegation. 
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Roy PERRY (Hampshire) then went on to provide background to the incident involving the ship ‘Napoli’ 
which went aground off the coast of Devon earlier this year, the Region where Mr Temperley was an elected 
representative. Given his absence, Roy Perry raised a number of key issues that remained to be resolved 
following the incident. These included the seaworthiness of the vessel, the cooperation and compatibility 
between maritime authorities located in different geographical locations and the closest port of refuge. 
Finally he underlined that it was essential that the responsible authorities tasked with undertaking clean-up 
operations following such accidents needed to be provided with all the necessary information to effectively 
carry out their work. 
Members then agreed unanimously on the appointment of Humphrey Temperley and to endorse the 
proposals to create a ‘Napoli Package’. 

INTEGRATED COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT  

François DESRENTES then provided a follow-up to recent initiatives by the European Commission in the 
field of integrated coastal zone management. Sustainable development was at the heart of the matter and it 
was essential to adopt a coherent and integrated approach to the management of EU’s coastal areas. He 
reminded members of the various stages reached so far in this process and that presently the Commission 
was in the process of evaluating national strategies. The Commission was then expected to issue a 
Communication.  

François DESRENTES actively encouraged the CPMR’s members to be proactive on this issue as it was 
important to show the added value of inter-coastal zone management of considering the EU as a uniform 
area. In addition he stressed there was a need to assign specific responsibilities to particular bodies. 
Furthermore, the CPMR supported the spreading of best practise. Overall he expressed the CPMR’s support 
for the Commission’s approach but underlined that, given the regulatory complexity which already exists, a 
constraining instrument is not necessary at this stage. 

Debate 

Josefina MORENO BOLARIN (Murcia) raised the issue of the CPMR’s paper whether it was possible to 
integrate a position of the Spanish regions into the draft position paper. This would take, however, a further 
week to reach an agreed text between the Spanish. 

Reinhard BOEST (Mecklenburg-Vorpommern) requested the inclusion in the CPMR’s paper on 
Intercoastal zone management to reference of a successful Interreg III B project which had been submitted 
within the Baltic Sea cooperation programme and which had obtained EU funding. 

Francois DESRENTES agreed to await the submission from the Spanish regions. Furthermore, it was agreed 
that an annex would be produced and that references to best practice examples would be made and that the 
specific examples would be found in the annex. 

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) clarified that a draft version of the annex would be circulated to 
Political Bureau Members once it was ready. The draft technical note was adopted by unanimity. 

TOURISM 

Xavier GIZARD gave a brief outline to members of the CPMR’s activities in the field of tourism. He 
reminded members of the background to the request for a more proactive approach to this issue which had 
initially come from the CPMR’s Islands Commission. However, it had not then been possible to bring in the 
necessary technical support to take forward this matter.  Therefore, there were no developments to report 
and furthermore, stressed Xavier Gizard, there remained a lack of technical expertise and resources within 
the CPMR secretariat to undertake proactive work in the tourism field. If Members deemed it necessary to 
begin working on this issue it would be necessary to pay for additional resources. These were not available 
in the current financial year.  

Francesco ATTAGUILE (Sicily) highlighted his belief that tourism was an important issue and supported 
the suggestion that resources be found to ensure sufficient technical and intellectual expertise be identified 
so as to allow a closer examination of this issue on behalf of all the CPMR’s members. 
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Annelie STARK (Västra Götaland) underlined her interest in this issue and the importance of tourism in 
promoting regional development. She highlighted the work of the North Sea and Baltic Sea Commissions in 
this area. Therefore she was fully supportive of the idea to look more closely at the issue of tourism and to 
take part in the activities of a working group. She reiterated that the Swedish regions had important 
contributions that could be made.  

Xavier GIZARD clarified the decision that had been taken and so as of 2008 additional resources would be 
identified to provide technical expertise for a thematic CPMR working group on tourism. This working 
group would be led jointly by the regions of Västra Götaland and Sicily. Additional support would be 
provided by CPMR’s General secretariat. 

Annelie STARK (Västra Götaland) expressed her appreciation for the creation of this joint working method 
which she believed would allow the examination of culture and tourism as view from the perspectives of 
two different types of areas. She agreed to be actively involved in the work of this group. 

Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) concluded the session by confirming the acceptance of the Political 
Bureau to establish a working group on Tourism as of 2008. 

REGIONS AND GLOBALISATION 

Claudio MARTINI introduced the issue of regions and globalisation.  

Xavier GIZARD reminded Members of the draft declaration endorsed at the Political Bureau meeting in 
Florence on the participation of the Regions in global governance. This text had since been adopted at the 
meeting in Marseilles on March 7th.  Given the membership of Japanese and Moroccan members who would 
recently join, this network is taking on a truly world-wide scale, he underlined.  

He outlined the key points included in the declaration and similar initiatives being undertaken by the 
European Commission in this area which confirmed the value and importance of the CPMR’s work. 

Xavier GIZARD highlighted key activities planed for the Forum in the coming months, including the first 
meeting of Bureau members on August 25th in Cape Town and the Scientific Council meeting scheduled to 
take place on 3rd/4th December. The December meeting would be a high level event focusing on the 
territorial theme and globalisation. This would be organised within the context of the Portuguese 
Presidency.  

In May 2008 the Network planned to organise the second International Convention on the Regional 
Approach to Economic Development in Tangiers with the support of the Kingdom of Morocco.  

The work of the Forum is strongly supported by the UNDP and by the European Commission and work is 
starting on building cooperation projects with third countries on the basis of requests being made by the 
Regions. A number of these project proposals were outlined.  

Claudio MARTINI believed that this new way of working would allow the CPMR’s members to 
complement its traditional activities in a constructive way. It was necessary to undertake concrete activities.  

CPMR’s members were urged to put forward their ideas and themes which could become areas of activity 
for the Forum where the CPMR’s Regions could work with regions from other continents. Sustainable 
development and quality of growth, energy issues, and immigration and migration issues were highlighted 
as appropriate strategic level matters that would be examined at the meeting in West Africa at the end of 
August. 

Recognition was given to the strong encouragement from and participation of the UN agencies in the work 
of this global Network. Significant support has also been given to the Network by the European 
Commission.  

An invitation was extended to the Political Bureau Members to take an active and proactive involvement in 
these discussions as they had enormous implications for the CPMR’s Regions and their ability to adapt to 
global challenges. It was important to not only focus on the day to day priorities that underpin a region but 
also to remain open to considering new priorities. The General Assembly Meeting in Florence on 18th /19th 
October is the opportunity to present the results of the meeting in West Africa and also to discuss how the 
CPMR’s Regions can broaden their perspectives, concluded Claudio Martini. 
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Gunn Marit HELGESEN (Telemark) underlined her support for the work of the Network and its ambitions.  

Roald BERGSAKER (Rogaland) also expressed his appreciation that this initiative had been taken to further 
extend regional cooperation amongst the CPMR’s members to include regions outside the EU. 

PRESENTATION OF THE 2006 ACCOUNTS AND CURRENT STATUS REGARDING EXECUTION OF THE 

2007 BUDGET 

Jacques BOULAU, Treasurer of the Administrative Council, presented the 2006 Accounts approved by the 
Administrative Council and accepted by the Auditor. 

He raised the essential points of this financial year: 
• Income totalled €3,759,000, an increase of almost 25% compared to the budget adopted which comes 

from the results of cooperation programmes; 
• Expenses totalled €3,697,000 i.e. 22% more than the adopted budget due to investment in equipment 

and material. 

After the re-integration of provisions, income and exceptional expenses and recovery of dedicated funds, the 
final result reveals a deficit of - €6,354 whereas - €35,000 had been expected.   

President Martini submitted the 2006 Accounts to the vote of the Political Bureau which approved them 
unanimously. 

The Treasurer then informed the Political Bureau on the current status regarding the execution of the 2007 
financial year, which reveals an income from membership fees amounting to + €45,000 (due to new 
members).  Several budget items were showing an increase compared to what was envisaged: travel and 
operating costs in particular.  This is caused by the workload and renewing the website. 

A transfer of €120,000 from the reserve fund will be made in 2007 in accordance with what was adopted.  

The income/expenses balance to date shows a deficit of – €6,096. 

Xavier GIZARD then reported on the case of the Region of Calabria: this Region has paid its 2007 
membership fees and proposed to spread the payment of its 2004, 2005 and 2006 membership fees over the 
next two years. 

ADMISSION AND WITHDRAWAL / REMOVAL OF MEMBER REGIONS 

Four applications for membership were presented: 
- Schleswig-Holstein (De); 
- Varna (BG); 
- Chiatura (GE); 
- Picardie (FR). 

Concerning the membership application from Schleswig-Holstein, Reinhardt Boest (Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern) indicated that the tensions which could have arisen regarding this request are in the process 
of being overcome;   consequently Mecklenburg does not oppose this application. 

With no further comments, President Martini submitted the applications to the vote of the Political Bureau: 
- Schleswig-Holstein: application accepted with one abstention (Mecklenburg); 
- Varna: application unanimously accepted; 
- Chiatura: application unanimously accepted; 
- Picardie: application unanimously accepted. 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBERS TO THE CPMR POLITICAL BUREAU 

With Kathleen Matheson (Highland), Vice-President of the CPMR Political Bureau, having withdrawn from 
politics, the British Regions proposed that Roy Perry (Hampshire) be appointed Vice-President.   
The Political Bureau unanimously accepted. 
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MODIFICATION OF THE ORGANISATIONAL CHARTER 

Taking into account Mecklenburg’s position on the application for membership from Schleswig-Holstein, 
Gunn Marit Helgesen, President of the North Sea Commission, withdrew the request for the modification of 
the Organisational Charter. 

GUIDELINES FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2007 

Xavier GIZARD presented three key areas which are proposed for the 2007 General Assembly: 
- The Commissions proposals for a European Maritime Policy; 
- A discussion on the European Budget in the presence of Mr Alain Lamassoure and 

DG Budget; 
- The weight of globalisation on the future of the CPMR Regions. 

Claudio MARTINI then stated that, following the withdrawal of the Region of Lazio, the 2007 General 
Assembly would be held in Florence (Tuscany) from 17 to 19 October.  It would be preceded by a welcome 
dinner on 17 October and a followed by a visit to Pisa on Saturday 20 October. 

He then carried out a round table discussion in order that the members of the Political Bureau could express 
themselves regarding various questions. 

Josefina MORENO (Murcia) made it clear that taking into account the recent elections which took place in 
Spain, the Spanish member of the Political Bureau would be put forward during the General Assembly in 
Florence.  

Xavier GIZARD announced that 4 seminars would be organised in 2008 on: 
- “Friends of Cohesion” in January in Seville; this seminar would be followed by a 

“mini” Political Bureau; 
- Regional best practice on tackling climate change (date and place to be confirmed); 
- Equal opportunities (date and place to be confirmed); 
- The future of the CAP (date and place to be confirmed). 

He then stated the locations for the future General Assemblies: 2008 in Bayonne (Aquitaine, FR), 2009 in 
Västra Götaland (SE) and 2010 in Aberdeen (UK). 
Subject to formal confirmation, the spring 2008 Political Bureau (Saturday 29 March) will take place in 
Réunion (France) at the invitation of President Vergès. 

Claudio MARTINI informed the members of the Political Bureau that a conference on integrated coastal 
zone management is being organised by Galicia, to be held on 25 and 26 June, and invited members of the 
Political Bureau to attend. 

CONCLUSION 

President Martini thanked the Region of Podlaskie and in particular Mr Dariusz Piontkowski, Marshal, for 
his hospitality. He recalled the concerns of this Region to reconcile development and the protection of the 
environment and stated that the CPMR will be attentive to them. 

He thanked the teams, and the interpreters, who ensured the success of this Political Bureau meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of policy positions submitted for approval: 2. Acceptation rate: 100 % 


