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FINAL DECLARATION 

Meeting together in Marseille for the seminar on “Leading Europe out of the crisis: initial proposals 
from the Regions for the future of the EU budget and policies”, the Regions present adopted the following 
Final Declaration. 

1. The Regions affirm that: 

- Apart from very rare exceptions, the economic crisis has had an impact on all the European Regions. 
This impact has varied considerably from one Region to another, because of the wide range and number 
of economic, social and institutional factors, all of which are closely linked. 

- Many Regions have contributed to the recovery effort alongside Member States and the European Union. 
Depending on their needs and their skills, they have implemented a range of formal and informal 
regulatory, budgetary, or partnership strategies and measures. These efforts, aimed mainly at supporting 
players, especially the most vulnerable, in the real economy, have helped to deliver a targeted response 
to the impacts of the crisis in their territory and to restore public confidence. 

2. The Regions are closely monitoring the relatively positive signals emanating from the global economy, 
in particular from emerging countries, over the last few months. They welcome these signals with a certain 
sense of relief, but are avoiding interpreting them too hastily as a rapid and definitive recovery 
from the crisis, particularly in Europe. Although it seemed that the worst was behind us, recent 
developments in Dubaï and the rise in unemployment rates in some countries lead us to adopt an extremely 
cautious view. The Regions believe that the road to recovery is likely to be long and difficult, since 
the conditions for a sustainable, balanced, and shared development are not all in place today: 

- A sustainable recovery will only take hold once certain economic, ecological, social, and institutional 
changes have taken place at European as well as at global level; such changes are today only in the early 
stages. 

- The conditions for economic growth are not in place; neither are labour markets functioning 
as is necessary to absorb the social consequences of the crisis. There is therefore a strong probability 
that unemployment rates will remain high in the coming years, and an increased risk of more widespread 
social exclusion. 
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- Macro-economic indicators mask the fact that the first signs of recovery in the European territory are very 
unevenly distributed, but this can be seen in the economic and social tensions that are still perceptible 
in numerous Regions. This is unacceptable, particularly now on the eve of the entry into force 
of the Lisbon Treaty, which includes the principle of territorial cohesion. 

- There is a danger that the current trend may prove to be just the beginning of a long process 
of readjustment of the major global economic balances, which could plunge Europe into relative 
stagnation, a context very different from that of the beginning of the 21st century and the policies 
that this implied. 

3. In such a context, the Regions agree that a multi-level response is needed to effectively combat 
the asymmetric shocks resulting from Europe’s integration into a globalised world: 

- in a multilateral global context in which the main players are to be found at continental level (United 
States, China, India, Brazil, Russia), the European Union is the only pertinent interlocutor capable 
of making the voice of Europe heard and ensuring the defence and adaptation of the single market 
to the rules of the global game. 

- Within the EU, increased coordination of Member States’ policies is necessary to reinforce the coherence 
and efficiency of European action. 

- The manifold forces of the European territories must be mobilised to give substance to this joint effort 
and to gain the support of Europe’s citizens. Such a mobilisation, as close as possible to the social 
and economic players on the ground, must also contribute to the efficiency of the European Union’s 
policies in a tight budgetary situation. 

4. The Regions therefore welcome the extension of the subsidiarity principle to local and regional authorities, 
introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, and call for an ambitious and tangible interpretation of this principle. 
They believe that it should be implemented through an integrated mechanism closely involving public 
players at sub-state level, such as the European Union’s regional policy, via the Structural Funds, and that 
it should be implemented throughout all the territories that make up the Union. 

5. They therefore fail to understand and are very concerned about the guidelines contained in the European 
Commission’s draft communication on the future of the EU budget. These rightly propose a refocusing 
of the European Union’s action to give it the means to tackle the new challenges it is facing. However, 
the fact that the implementation measures are based on principles of renationalisation and sectorialisation 
of EU policies, which completely disregard any territorial approach, shows a failure to learn any lessons 
from the questions raised by the crisis with regard to the European response to the impacts of globalisation. 

6. They welcome the EC Consultation on the future EU 2020 Strategy – a successor to the Lisbon Strategy for 
growth and jobs. They consider that the three priorities defined by the consultation are, for the most part, 
already implemented by regional and local authorities within their territories, with these already 
representing 65% of EU public investments. 

Pending a more comprehensive contribution on these issues, they reaffirm the part that a regional policy 
for all territories of the EU needs to play in effectively delivering them and call on the Commission 
and institutions to recognise explicitly the role of Regions and localities in driving forward economic 
dynamism. 

7. The Regions therefore call upon the future European Commission, under the leadership of President 
Barroso, to put forward proposals concerning the future of the EU budget and community policies 
that recognise the territorial approach as a condition for their efficiency, and that are based, to achieve this, 
on the new provisions of the Lisbon Treaty. They also call on Member States and the European Parliament 
to take account of these elements in the negotiations that will follow the European Commission’s proposals. 
In this regard, the Regions wish to discuss the matter as soon as possible with the President of the European 
Commission and request an appointment with him. 


