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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 

THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME


AND

THE CONFERENCE OF PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OF EUROPE

The United Nations Development Program (hereafter referred to as “UNDP”), a subsidiary organ of the United Nations, an intergovernmental organization established by treaty, having its headquarters in New York, USA, and the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (hereafter referred to as “CPMR”), an organization representing regional public authorities, having its headquarters in Rennes, Britanny, France (UNDP and CPMR are hereinafter jointly as the “the Parties”):

- 
Recalling that UNDP works with partners in over 160 countries as the United Nations global development network to help people build a better life. 

- 
Recalling that CPMR brings together around 160 Regions of Europe representing more than 180 million people from 25 countries, inside and outside European Union, including Regions of North Africa, Indian Ocean, Caribbean, Central America and Atlantic Ocean. They work together to ensure that EU institutions, Council of Europe and national governments take into account of their common interests, and cooperate on practical projects in order to enhance their assets. 
- 
Recognizing the unique contribution that Regions can offer to development, in general, and the Millennium Development Goals in particular at local level, when using their multilateral channels.

· Considering that UNDP has, within its different bureau, namely Bureau for Resources and Strategic Partnerships (BRSP), Bureau for Development Policy (BDP), Regional Bureaus, namely for Africa, Arab states, Asia and the Pacific, Europe and the CIS and Latin America and the Caribbean, and different entities such as, among others, the UN Capital Development Fund, the UN Volunteers, the UNDP GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP) which all have various activities with sub nationals entities on issues such as local governance, local development, environment protection and others.

· Considering that UNDP has recently created an office in Geneva known as the “Hub for Innovative Partnerships”, aiming at giving a vision and a strategy for developing cooperation with regional and local governments through a territorial approach of development, for which UNDP’s “ART / GOLD” programme provides an implementing methodology and ensures the facilitation process between Regions (sub national entity) and UNDP at large.

· Considering that CPMR has increasingly felt the need to give consideration to issues outside the European continent and European Union through:

· The signature of a protocol agreement on cooperation between CODESUL (the regions of southern Brazil), CRECENEA (the provinces of northern Argentina),  and request to establish their own forms of organization, with a view to coordinating their development and holding dialogues with their central governments: Zicosur and Mercosur regions for example.

· The active role in the design and implementation of the Union’s new neighborhood policy, both to the East (with the Baltic Sea Commission) and the South-East (Balkan and Black Sea Regional Commission), as well as to the South (Inter-Mediterranean Commission).

· The creation, at the World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD, Johannesburg 2004), of the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development (nrg4SD), to tackle the issue of biodiversity, climate change, sustainable development at large.

· Considering that CPMR has extensive experience of developing productive platforms for cooperation between EU institutions, the member states and the Regions through successive treaties and good governance practices over the last 30 years. One is therefore convinced of the need to develop similar structures at a global level in order to protect regional populations’ interests on the one hand, and to involve the regions as the biggest stakeholders in the coordination of development strategies to ensure that globalization is successfully managed on the other hand.

Have entered into the following Memorandum of Understanding (hereafter referred to as the “MOU”), to cooperate as set forth herein on a non-exclusive basis.

1. Joint Working Group 
The Parties set up a Joint Working Group (JWG) composed by representatives of:
· CPMR General Secretariat
· CPMR Geographical Commissions, when pertinent
· UNDP/Hub for Innovative Partnerships / ART GOLD Program
· ART Scientific Committee for Human Development Cooperation (CSART)
· UNDP GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP)

· Any other UNDP Bureau concerned by the present MOU

2. ART/CPMR Annual Plan of Action 
The JWG is responsible to elaborate a first ART/CPMR Annual Plan of Action, containing a set of concrete initiatives. 

The activities of the Parties under this MOU are subject to decisions of their respective governing bodies and their respective applicable regulations, rules, policies and procedures.
The priority initiatives are as follows:

2.1 At International level:

2.1.1 An international Program for disseminating human development policies and culture and the Millennium Development Goals throughout regions in the North and the South, through a series of events involving world, national and regional personalities from the scientific, cultural and political spheres. 

2.1.2 An international Program for training international affairs / decentralized development managers, from the North and the South. 
2.1.3 An international Program for exchanging and disseminating innovations for human development at decentralized level.
2.1.4 CPMR will be the focal point to facilitate the activities of its members when they work with UNDP. Any bilateral agreement between UNDP and one member of CPMR relating to the cooperation set forth herein will refer to this MOU.

2.2 At Country level:

The JWG will promote, identify and formulate one or more ART/CPMR initiatives aimed to involve largely regions in the North and the South to establish decentralized development partnerships for human development and MDGs. The ART/CPMR initiatives will be promoted in priority according to CPMR member regions’ geographical priorities and UNDP priorities. Utmost efforts can be made to seek synergies with the EU’s external actions, including both neighborhood policy and relations between the Union and other continents, such as: The Mediterranean, Latin America, The Indian Ocean, The Caribbean, and Sub-Saharan Africa. ART/CPMR initiatives can be:

2.2.1 New programs/projects in the framework of existing ART GOLD Programs, in the Countries where ART GOLD Programs are already working; 

2.2.2 Promotion of new ART GOLD Programs, in collaboration also with other possible partners, in the Countries where these Programs are not yet established.

2.3.  UNDP GEF Small Grant  Programme

The JWG will explore systematically to connect the ART/CPMR initiatives with the UNDP Global Environment Facility (GEF)  Small Grants Programme (SGP)

2.4.  Other UNDP Programs

The JWB will explore other UNDP entities and programmes and other UN Agencies to work with regions.

3. Administrative and Financial aspects

In order to implement the specific activities envisioned hereunder, whether at the international or country level, such activities shall be reflected in UNDP project documents in accordance with UNDP regulations, rules, policies and procedures. 

Management arrangements for the specific activities shall be reflected in the project documents and determined in accordance with UNDP regulations, rules, policies and procedures. 

All the UNDP/CPMR initiatives must specify the costs of activities and the sources of their financial support. It is intended that different donors can support the UNDP/CPMR initiatives, including donors mobilized by UNDP, specific Regions, European Union and others. Arrangements for the financing of such activities shall be agreed, including the conclusion of   UNDP co financing agreements, specifying the costs or expenses relating to the activity and how they are to be borne by the Parties or other donors.  Any resource mobilization by the Parties, in connection with this MOU, shall be carried out in an agreement with the other Party. In particular, neither party shall use the name or emblem of the other Party in connection with this MOU or otherwise without the express written approval of the other Party.

In addition to mobilizing resources from other parties, the JWG will study the possibility that the Parties : 

· establish an annual budget to support in general its partnership structure 

· support the UNDP/CPMR Annual Plan of Action with an annual contribution to be disbursed to the UNDP Trust Fund for Innovative Partnerships.

The Hub for Innovative Partnerships will be the UNDP focal point for CPMR, and the CPMR headquarters secretariat will be the focal point for UNDP.

4. Support to CPMR in mobilizing Regions for the dialogue with United Nations Institutions

The UNDP will support, as appropriate, CPMR in its work to intensify the dialogue of the Regions with United Nations General Assembly and will support initiatives such as world meetings and forums aimed to establish a permanent formal dialogue with UN  Agencies, Institutions and Programs. 

Any dispute between the Parties arising out of this MOU shall be resolved amicably through negotiations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the duly authorized representatives of the Parties affix their signatures below.

	For the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR)
	For the United Nations Development Program (UNDP)

	Claudio MARTINI

President
	Bruce JENKS

Assistant Administrator and Director Bureau for resources and Strategic Partnerships


The Azores, 24 June 2006.
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