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The Regions of the AQUAMARINA group welcome the strategy aiming to bring coherence, 
interoperability and a multidisciplinary approach to marine data and observation in 
Europe. 
As stated in their response to the Green Paper on a European Maritime Policy, the Regions 
share the Commission’s view on the need for ready and free access to data which is 
necessary for the management and protection of Europe’s seas and coastal areas. 
They support the idea that data is a public good. 
 
They wish however to make some comments and raise some questions on the issues 
involved. 
 

 

Geographical scale:  
 
Working at the level of sea basins, as set out in the Marine Strategy Directive, is an 
important basis for reflection with regard to numerous issues, and is necessary from a 
technical point of view for characterizing marine hydrodynamics and assessing biodiversity, 
fish stocks, climate changes, transport of pollutants, etc. 
 
 - It is therefore essential that the EU sets up cooperation mechanisms between 
States in order to allow the joint collection of data with non-EU countries as well as in 
waters that are not under the jurisdiction of shore States (the high seas).  
The setting-up of regional bodies (as mentioned in the Marine Strategy Directive) for data 
cooperation and coordination, similar to those set up under the Common Fisheries Policy, 
would represent a step forward in operational data management, in planning at the level 
of sea basins, and in raising the awareness of stakeholders about sharing a public good. 
 

- The aim of EMODNET is to provide a basis for reflection, monitoring, policies, and 
indicators relating to European maritime affairs in a context of integrated management. 
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It is therefore necessary to take into account a “land-sea interface” extending at least as 
far as the coastal river basins, as recommended in the White Paper on adapting to climate 
change and in texts dealing with integrated coastal zone management. 
This would help to encourage the establishment, which is not proving easy, of a 
multidisciplinary approach between terrestrial and marine scientific disciplines. 
 
The link between EMODNET and the European Atlas of the Seas (see the Action Plan of the 
Blue Book on Maritime Policy) is important and should enable the Atlas to be kept 
permanently up to date. 
 
 

Actors: 
 
The principle actors cited in the document are: States, the EU, the scientific community, 
and private firms.  
Limiting the initiative to these actors alone would not enable the realities of the 
operational management of the coasts in coastal areas to be fully taken into account.  
 
It is important that the Regions, as well as the other levels of governance, also be taken 
into account as users who require reliable data on an operational level. They need such 
data in order to implement spatial planning and coastal protection policies (White Paper 
on adapting to climate change), Directives on environmental monitoring (Water Directive, 
Marine Strategy Directive), policies to reduce pollution from land-based sources, 
assessments of ecosystems in the coastal areas, the roadmap for maritime spatial planning, 
etc. 
 
The Regions often also produce data, for example in the framework of studies on human 
activity, the coastal economy, coastal protection, environmental protection, pollution, 
fisheries management and aquaculture, port activities etc. 
These data are often collected independently of any scientific programme and do not 
always reach the scientific community. Conversely, it is difficult to link research objectives 
with operational needs. This is often due to the lack of any forum for dialogue. 
 
Cooperation within bodies at the level of the sea basins, supported by the regional 
authorities, which are closer to the level of territorial action, could foster closer 
collaboration between science and management. 
 
EMODNET aims to link together all marine data from different sources. 
The Regions are surprised that no mention is made of the datasets they possess and the 
systems by which these are made available. 
 
Many of Europe’s maritime Regions have created geographic information systems (GIS) for 
use as tools in the management of their policies and their territories. These GIS have often 
been developed independently from one another and outside any national framework. 
These regional systems will have to be made interoperable at a transnational level, since 
they will be required both as a source of data for the EU – via Member States – and as 
databases for operational management. 
 
In fact, in a cross-border context but also at the level of sub-regions, the regional GIS will 
be more easily connectable than national systems. 
 
A number of projects submitted under European programmes (the MAREMED project for the 
Mediterranean under the MED programme; the ANCORIM Atlantic seaboard project under 
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the Interreg IV C programme), include actions to test interoperability between regions on 
issues related to coastal management. 
Many regions are working on interoperability issues, particularly concerning the evolution 
of the coastline, erosion, etc.  
For these reasons, the Regional level should also, in our view, be included in the diagram 
on the construction of indicators (Figure 1). 
 
The Regions are ready to share their experience and their policies under the action 
planned by the Commission on human activities and maritime spatial planning.  
 
 

Data: 
 

With regard to human activities, the Regions underline the need for a better understanding 
of the use of coastal waters by such activities as water sports, sailing, diving, and coastal 
tourism, all of which have an impact on the environment. The Regions also recommend 
adding a layer of administrative data on the methods of maritime zone management, so as 
to take account of the different existing management methods and the organisation of 
governance in these zones. 
(Such data are certainly available on Member States’ or Regions’ web sites). 
 
The Regions also ask that the following points be taken into account in the funding and 
priorities of European programming: 

- Training for local managers in the use of data management tools 
- The necessary archiving of historical data (over the last fifty years) on 

different media so as not to lose valuable and useful information, 
particularly in the area of climate change (especially violent events) and 
monitoring of ecosystems and biodiversity. Whether in respect of older 
media, such as paper, or magnetic storage devices that are becoming 
demagnetized, the Regions draw the Commission’s attention to the urgent 
need for it and Member States to be aware of this problem. 

 
 

Given the importance of the success of the EMODNET project and its interaction 
with all levels of governance and all already existing systems, the member 
Regions of AQUAMARINA propose to take part in the testing of the “ur-
EMODNET” and to organise a seminar with the Commission to present examples 
of the data management systems they have set up in the framework of their 
operational policies relating to the coastal areas. 
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More information, please contact: 
francois.desrentes@crpm.org or clochet@regionpaca.fr 
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