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1. CPMR welcomes this informal consultation by the European Commission on the current debates 
concerning European development policy. It sees this initiative as particularly constructive in the 
perspective of the opening of the Structured Dialogue with Local and Regional Authorities and Non 
State Actors on 23 March 2010. 

2. CPMR applauds the European Commission’s commitment to affirming the EU’s leadership on the 
question of achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Equally welcome is the political will to 
reach a common European position on this issue, which will be defended at the United Nations 
MDG Review Summit in September 2010 in New York. It is essential that the difficulties 
encountered in reaching a European consensus at the Copenhagen Summit on climate change be 
overcome this time. 

3. CPMR wishes in this document to comment on the various issues that will be debated this spring 
and that will help to build the European policy position. It hopes that the Regions’ proposals will be 
taken into account by the European Commissions and subsequently by the Council of Ministers and 
the European Council.  

4. Concerning the integrated approach to sectoral policies… 
- CPMR believes it is essential that the Regions are included as full partners in these key areas.  
- The Regions deliver numerous public policies, especially in the areas of health, education, gender, 

and food security. 
- The Regions have been actively discussing and reflecting on this last point. At the CPMR-FOGAR 

(Forum of Global Associations of Regions) seminar held in Dakar in January the Regions called for a 
system of multilevel governance in the area of food security. They also underlined the importance of 
reinstating agriculture and nutrition as overseas development aid priorities. Lastly they advocated a 
twin-track role: carrying out actions and disseminating information between levels of decision-
making. 

- Lastly, the Regions can also make a contribution through activities that develop technical, 
administrative and democratic capacity in the framework of these sectoral policies. Cooperation 
between Northern and Southern Regions enables the Southern Regions in particular to strengthen 
their capacities in public policy design and in the management of local finances, and thus to 
gradually affirm their role as an efficient level of contracting. 
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5. Concerning financing for development… 
- CPMR agrees with the European Commission’s view that this question is a crucial one during this 

period of economic crisis, and that considerable efforts need to be made in order to achieve the 
target level of 0.7% of Europe’s GDP going to overseas development assistance by 2015.  

- CPMR points out that a number of Regions are committed to achieving the target of devoting 0.7% 
of their budget to development.  

- However, although other development actors – among which the Regions are in the forefront – may 
contribute to the financial flows alongside the principal donors, an increase in the potential 
resources must not result in the States reducing their efforts; these are still today insufficient.  

- The Regions also want to be able to play a greater role than just that of financial contributors. As 
bodies that initiate and deliver public policies, they should be involved in development policies 
from the design stage through to evaluation of the programmes, in the North as well as in South. 

6. Concerning aid effectiveness … 
- This is a priority for CPMR, in particular within the framework of the Structured Dialogue.  
- In addition, the CPMR member Regions promote a territorial approach to development which is 

complementary to the top-down and bottom-up approaches (the former adopted by States and 
international institutions; the latter principally by NGOs). The Regions’ position allows account to be 
taken of the many different needs and actors in a given territory, and ensures consistency between 
different projects through the development of an integrated strategy for the territory concerned. The 
Regions’ action also takes a long-term view, which is of capital importance in ensuring that reforms, 
transfer of know-how, or support mechanisms for actors, have a significant impact. 

- This vision of development is fully in line with the aid effectiveness agenda because it promotes 
both “ownership” – the public policies are designed and delivered as close as possible to the needs 
of the populations, for the benefit of the general interest and in concertation with all the actors 
involved in the territory – and complementarity with other policies implemented at different levels.  

- In addition, thanks to their experience at European level, the Regions have acquired real competence 
in policy-making and project engineering, and can offer their partners in the South solid support in 
terms of capacity building, a central issue in aid effectiveness. 

7. Concerning policy coherence for development… 
- CPMR has long argued in favour of greater consistency between development policies, and in this 

respect reiterates its call for territorial actors to be included in the Code of Conduct on the division of 
labour (2007).  

- A multilevel vision of the governance of development would appear to be a pre-requisite for 
ensuring greater policy coherence, for the benefit of development. All tiers of public action need to 
be taken into account in order to avoid overlapping of initiatives and above all in order to build an 
overarching strategy for the benefit of the partner countries. From this point of view, the Regions’ 
own expertise can help to bring together the different sectors and thus develop an integrated 
approach which takes account of local needs and issues.  

- In the Southern countries, this idea could be developed through the introduction of “concertation 
tables” – meetings organised on a regular basis between the Regions of a country, the European 
Commission Delegation, representatives of the State and partners from the North, with a view to 
developing common priorities for discussion, on the basis of exchanges of experience. This would 
guarantee coherence between the actions carried out. 

- Concerning the “ODA+” concept, CPMR considers that while it is indeed essential to encourage the 
diversification of financial flows for development, the “policy framework” proposed in the 
European Commission’s communication of September 2009 must guarantee that these flows are 
effectively channelled and optimised. It is essential that they reach as many beneficiaries as possible 
and do not lead to the appearance of “aid orphan territories”. Further clarification on this point 
would therefore be welcome.  
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8. Concerning the Millennium Development Goals… 
- As we approach the target date of 2015, the pooling of efforts in order to achieve the MDGs seems to 

be increasingly justified. RLAs, being the first tier of democratic government and therefore the most 
pertinent channels for ownership, it is logical that they should be part of the “enhanced global 
partnership” proposed by the European Commission. The MDGs are often, in fact, at the heart of the 
Regions’ development cooperation policies. 

- The idea of focusing this partnership on “global public goods” is interesting; however it needs to be 
clarified in greater detail. 

- With regard to the content of the MDGs, CPMR proposes adding a “democracy and territorial 
governance” objective, both as a means and an end to the territorial approach. Democracy, whether 
local or other, has to be build up gradually and the Regions can act at the heart of this process. It is 
still also the essential vector of many other criteria of human development, such as gender equality, 
education, etc.  

- Lastly, CPMR approves the European Commission’s recommendation to set a long-term agenda for 
the MDGs this September. The political consensus of 2000 needs to be renewed. Above all, this 
should help to place the commitment made by the community of development actors at the heart of 
a structurally sustainable and binding process rather than being just part of a reaction to the current 
economic situation linked to the urgency of certain circumstances.  

 


