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- 

GENERAL FRAMEWORK AND OVERVIEW OF CURRENT WORK BEING UNDERTAKEN 
WITHIN THE CPMR 

Maritime industry employment is a major issue for maritime regions, which are currently taking action in 
this area together with the European Union and central governments, alongside socio-economic stakeholders 
in their territories.  

Within the CPMR, a range of initiatives illustrate these efforts in several existing and emerging fields of 
maritime activities, such as shipbuilding and marine technology, fisheries and aquaculture, mineral 
resources, blue biotechnology, ocean energy, maritime transport, port activities and tourism. 

This paper provides an overview of these activities. In order to do so, it will set them out within the context 
of current developments concerning new efforts to enhance the role of industrial issues within Europe’s 
growth strategy,1 the development of a European industrial policy, and the vital link between these matters 
and cohesion issues. It will then focus specifically on the efforts the regions are making to promote 
integrated maritime policy and sectoral maritime policies to help industry. 

I- THE NEED TO STRENGTHEN THE INDUSTRIAL DIMENSION OF EUROPEAN GROWTH 
STRATEGY  

Industrial activities generate a large proportion of productivity gains, and their interaction with other parts 
of the territories’ economy, including services, is essential. No industrial sectors are obsolete per se, but 
economic sectors, the actors within them, and necessary support policies are changing. The development of 
industry is a key future challenge for the European Union’s growth strategy. This challenge is urgent given 
the decline of European industry in face of the surging growth of emerging competitor countries. Efforts to 
strengthen European industrial policy must include a strong territorial cohesion dimension. 

I.1 – Step up ongoing efforts to develop a European industrial policy  

Aside from efforts to develop the economic governance of the European Union (the role of the ECB, banking 
union, coordination of fiscal policies), the Europe 2020 strategy’s flagship initiative “An industrial policy for 
the globalisation era” and the recent Communication “A stronger European industry for growth and 
economic recovery” again stress the priority the European Union should give to efforts to curb industrial 
decline. The Committee of the Regions is currently preparing a report on this2. The European Commission 
proposes framework conditions for encouraging new investments (regulations, infrastructure projects, 
R&D), internal market improvements, access to finance and investment in human capital and skills. The 

                                                           

1 A number of extremely interesting debates surround these developments. For example, see: 

- The  “Manifesto for Growth and Employment – Let’s reindustrialise Europe 
“http://www.confrontations.org/en/publications/articles-and-interventions/1692-manifesto-for-growth-and-
employment-lets-reindustrialise-europe 

- The book “Industrial Policy After the Crisis: Seizing the Future”, Patrizio Bianchi and Sandrine Labory 

- The European Policy Centre’s Task Force on “A New Industrial Policy for Europe” 
http://www.epc.eu/prog_forum.php?forum_id=31&prog_id=2 

2 The Rapporteur of this opinion is Mr Claude GEWERC, President of Picardie Region (France) 
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Single Market Act I (April 2011) and Single Market Act II (October 2012) make a very important contribution 
to the development of European industry. These initiatives must be accorded the full importance they 
deserve. 

I.2 – Combining the territorial dimension with industry support  

The trend towards deindustrialisation is likely to go hand in hand with a disproportionate polarisation of 
industrial activities across the European territory. In parallel, from the point of view of economic efficiency, 
an important aspect of industry support needs to be organised at the territorial level. The need to promote 
the issue of industrial employment again in Europe is thus integral to the objective of economic, social and 
territorial cohesion. European sectoral policies to support industry must fully include this dimension. 
Through smart specialisation strategies in particular, cohesion policy needs to be a major aspect of EU action 
to support its industries. 

These cross-sectoral elements must be complemented by strong action at a specifically maritime level.  

II- THE NEED TO USE INTEGRATED MARITIME POLICY AND SECTORAL POLICIES TO SUPPORT 
MARITIME INDUSTRIES 

II.1 - Giving maritime industries greater visibility within the European growth strategy 

A range of different European policies deal with maritime industries and entail regulatory instruments (for 
example the supervision of state in shipbuilding), direct and indirect fiscal instruments, coordination 
instruments (for example the development of public-private partnerships). The Limassol Declaration, and 
the report on Integrated Maritime Policy, which examines a range of issues under the heading “cooperation 
with industry,” help provide an overview. This effort to ensure consistency should be pursued to help 
ensure that maritime industries are a major feature of EU intervention across all its policies. 

To achieve this, it is necessary to undertake a thorough analysis of the fields of industrial activity upon 
which European policy should focus. The blue growth approach helps by identifying a set of maritime 
economic functions,3 covering different fields of industrial activities, which already concern several CPMR 
regions or will in future do so. 

II.2 - Deepening the industrial dimension within thematic European policies  

Common issues arise in the context of measures concerning thematic areas where the CPMR is active, for 
example concerning support for industrial growth (eg, the development of training of systems, the role and 
direction of competition policy, the relationship between sustainable development and industrial production 
objectives, EU trade policy guidelines and the reciprocity of international trade, the link between support for 
R&D and innovation), the coordination and even integration of private and public industrial strategies (eg, 
public-private partnerships) to avoid the harmful fragmentation of European businesses and central 
governments, and coordination between territorial and industrial policies, in particular through Cohesion 
Policy. These issues are generating proposals and concrete measures in the framework of ongoing CPMR 
activities. 

They also need to deploy macro-regional and sea basin strategies. The Atlantic Arc Commission’s proposals 
regarding the action plan for the Atlantic Strategy include a maritime industry/economy strand, which is 
absent from the European Commission's Communication. Maritime industry issues are also covered by the 
CPMR North Sea Commission’s proposals on the 2020 North Sea Strategy. It would be appropriate to 
introduce them into the measures proposed by other CPMR geographical commissions. 

                                                           

3 The Blue Growth study identifies the following maritime functions and activities:  

- Maritime transport and shipbuilding (Deep sea shipping/Short-sea shipping (incl. RoRo)/ Passenger ferry services/Inland 
waterway transport) 

- Food, nutrition, health and eco-system services (Catching fish for human consumption/Catching fish for animal feeding/Marine 
aquatic products/Blue biotechnology/Agriculture on saline soils) 

- Energy and raw materials (Oil and gas/Offshore wind/Ocean renewable energy/Carbon capture and storage/Aggregates 
mining (sand, gravel, etc.)/Marine minerals mining/Securing fresh water supply (desalination)) 

- Leisure, working and living (Coastal tourism/Yachting and marinas/Cruise tourism/Working/Living) 

- Coastal protection (Protection against flooding and erosion/Preventing salt water intrusion/Protection of habitats) 

- Maritime monitoring and surveillance (Traceability and security of goods supply chains /Prevent and protect against illegal 
movement of people and goods /Environmental monitoring) 
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Current cross-cutting work 

• Maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal zone management. The need to settle conflicting 
sectoral interests is a key issue for the maritime industry. The CPMR is actively following progress 
on the draft EU Directive on this subject, with the support of a group led by Noord-Holland Region.  

• Marine and Maritime Research. The CPMR’s work in this area is led by Skåne Region, with specific 
support from Schleswig-Holstein on marine and maritime research. It supports the need to develop 
a stronger maritime dimension by 2020, and the initiative to create a Community of Innovation and 
Knowledge at the European Institute of Technology,4 which could help several industrial activities. 

Current work focusing on specific fields of industrial activity 

Each field below is cross-cutting in nature and concerns a range of different policies. For example, the 
memorandum prepared by the Maritime Industries for Blue Growth Group led by Pays de la Loire Region 
demonstrates the need to adopt a broad view as far as the shipbuilding sector and maritime technologies are 
concerned.5 

Shipbuilding and maritime technology 

The Maritime Industries for Blue Growth Group led by Pays de la Loire Region is mainly responsible for dealing 
with this field. In recent months, a significant effort has been made to contribute to the work carried out by DG 
Enterprise on the renewal of the LeaderShip strategy for shipbuilding and marine technology.6 The work focuses 
on the notions of differentiation and diversification of shipyards. A policy position sets out a number of points 
regarding concrete proposals for LeaderShip 2020, particularly in the areas of international competitiveness and 
access to finance, R&D and innovation, and training and employment.7 
 

Fisheries and aquaculture 

The Fisheries Group led by Shetland is mainly responsible for dealing with this field. The ongoing reform of the 
CFP and the EMFF negotiations8 have a direct impact on industrial activities prior to and after capture. 
European policies must support the regions across the entire value chain in their territories. 
 

Mineral resources 

This area is identified as a specific item in the Commission Blue Growth Communication and should be included 
within the CPMR’s maritime agenda. The study on blue growth estimates that “the global annual turnover of 
marine mineral mining is expected to grow from virtually nothing to €5 billion in the next 10 years and up to €10 
billion by 2030.” 

The EU will have to intervene to support European industry in this market, particularly through investment in 
research and the establishment of a European Innovation Partnership on raw materials. 
 

Blue biotechnology 

This area is identified as a specific item in the Commission Blue Growth Communication and should also be 
included within the CPMR’s maritime agenda. There are strong growth prospects in this field, for which the 
European Commission wishes to develop a specific approach. 
 

  

                                                           

4 http://www.marinekic-initiative.eu/index.php?sp=en&id=home  
5 http://www.crpm.org/pub/docs/260_121005_mou_en_v2.pdf  
6 For more information, see: http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=13,40  
7 See the Policy Position “LeaderShip 2020 – Towards a strong maritime industrial policy!” submitted to the 
Alexandroupolis (Greece) Political Bureau meeting, 1 March 2013 
8 For more information, see: http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=13,28  
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Ocean energy 

The CPMR’s action in this field includes the work led by Cantabria Region within the Working group on Energy 
and Climate Change.9 Work is in progress on the preparation of the Commission Communication on European 
ocean energy, 10 especially with regard to the issue of grid connections and distribution costs for the outermost 
regions, the need to reconcile environmental protection and the development of renewable ocean energy, and 
access to finance and investment in R&D, for both ocean energy and for fixed and floating offshore wind farms. 
 

Maritime transport – industrial port activities  

The Working Group on Transport, which has a special focus on maritime concerns, is mainly responsible for 
dealing with these matters. In addition to working extensively on the issue of the TEN-T, the work, which is 
coordinated by Nord-Pas de Calais Region, currently focuses on issues related to the reduction of ships’ sulphur 
emissions.11 The introduction of international standards in Europe raises major industrial issues concerning the 
adaptation of ships and port facilities. The CPMR is helping to develop projects that seek to analyse these issues 
in the sea basins and is proposing changes to relevant European instruments, in particular the Connecting 
Europe Facility.  
 

Tourism 

The Working Group on Tourism led by Västra Götaland Region and Sicily deals is mainly responsible for work 
in this field. 12 

The tourism industry has high growth potential and should help devise responses to challenges arising as a 
result of climate change, changes in tourist requirements in the context of increased global competition, and the 
strong pressures on coastal and marine areas. The European Commission’s initiative to develop a strategy for 
sustainable maritime and coastal tourism and its proposals concerning the “Programme for the Competitiveness 
of Enterprises and SMEs” (COSME) are good, and they should be complemented by a major effort to take 
tourism into account within the framework of Cohesion Policy, in particular in its Territorial Cooperation strand. 
It will ultimately be desirable to develop a European tourism policy based on these elements. 

 

CONCLUSION 

It is proposed that the CPMR member regions should continue to give their full attention to the issues raised 
in this paper in the framework of the relevant maritime working groups and geographical commissions 
concerned, in order to facilitate the development of concrete job creation measures in the territories, in 
cooperation with the European Union. The CPMR’s action should interact extensively with several European 
Commission Directorates-General, the member states and the European Parliament, in particular in the 
framework of the activities of the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup, given the cross-cutting dimension of 
maritime industry issues. 

                                                           

9 For more information, see: http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=13,24  
10 http://www.crpm.org/pub/docs/280_minutes_meeting-ocean-energy_nov_2012.pdf 
11 This issue will be examined by a specific seminar entitled “Reduction of Sulphur Emissions from Ships in the Channel 
and North Sea: What regional, national and European solutions?”, which will be held in Dunkirk on 22 March 2013.  
12 A round-table debate on these issues was held on 26 September 2012 
http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,297  


