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EUROPEAN PLATFORM ON MARITIME INVESTMENTS LINKED 

TO REGIONAL SMART SPECIALISATION STRATEGIES  

This document provides information on the introduction of a platform for maritime Regions and socio-
economic stakeholders (from the industry, research and innovation sectors) to discuss maritime investments 
linked to regional smart specialisation strategies, and the European funds likely to contribute to it (European 
Structural Investment funds, Horizon 2020 etc.).  

The importance of mobilising available European funds in the maritime sector and developing a joint 
approach with the CPMR to this end was expressed on 4 February 2015 at the meeting between the President 
of the CPMR and the Azores, Vasco Alves Cordeiro, and Commissioner Karmenu Vella, who is in charge of 
maritime affairs and fisheries. It was also discussed with a number of the European Commission’s Directorates 
General (notably, Regio and Joint Research Centre, Mare and RTD).  

The involvement of the CPMR, a leading European organisation of maritime regions structured in an ideal 
way to organise discussions on maritime investments, follows on from the work undertaken in the run-up to 
the CPMR General Assembly in Umeå (cf. points 56 and 93 of the Umeå declaration). For the time being, the 
question of mobilising maritime investments has led to an initial analysis of a sample group of smart 
specialisation strategies, jointly with a group of Regions, and has been mentioned in working groups within 
the CPMR (including its Geographical Commissions. The CPMR Atlantic Arc Commission for instance has 
already cooperated with the Joint Research Centre on this issue). It has also been referred to in papers 
presented by the CPMR during events organised by key maritime players (e.g. EUROCEANS conference – 
November 2014, ESPON conference – November 2014, EUROMARITIME 2015, exhibition – February 2015). 

The approach will be intensified following the CPMR Political Bureau of February 2015 (Nantes, France) as 
and when negotiations on operational ESI Fund programmes come to an end and the necessary analyses can 
be undertaken in greater detail. A call for expressions of interest will be sent to the Regions and to other 
organisations that may be interested after the Political Bureau. 

I. AIMS OF THE APPROACH 

The aim of the platform is as follows: 

 To obtain precise details that allow for an analysis of the maritime sector’s importance within smart 
specialisation strategies and operational ESI Fund programmes. The strategies implemented by a 
significant number of maritime regions focus on the Sea as a priority and highlight it as such or 
integrate it into other cross-cutting priorities (e.g. advanced production materials or techniques, 
environment). Documents produced by the European Commission identify the Regions that have 
already retained guidelines which are directly maritime and provide a general overview. An analysis 
is to be undertaken by the CPMR in close cooperation with the Regions involved. Greater precision is 
essential. The “maritime” or “blue growth” categories, for example, are very wide-ranging, and 
division between sectors of the maritime economy made within the blue growth approach does not 
always reflect the reality of links between sectors on the ground, which is reflected in smart 
specialisation strategies. It is also necessary to understand the relative importance of smart 
specialisation strategies and ESI Funds for the economies of regional territories compared to other 
public or private strategies and investments. To achieve this, information on amounts invested through 
operational programmes will be included in the analysis. 

mailto:secretariat@crpm.org
http://crpm.org/pub/cr/100_declarationfinale_manifeste.pdf
http://www.euroceanconferences.eu/
http://www.esponontheroad.eu/dane/web_articles_files/1934/integrated_development_through_land_sea_interaction_agenda_fin.pdf
http://www.euromaritime.fr/en
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 To facilitate European cooperation between Regions and/or socio-economic stakeholders, possibly 

in the form of European projects that meet shared needs. One example would be European projects 
resulting from the work undertaken within the CPMR. Such projects are currently being implemented 
or drafted in areas including integrated coastal zone management and maritime spatial planning, 
coastal data, maritime industries (including marine-based renewable energy), tourism, fishing and 
biotechnologies. The link with the maritime dimension of regional specialisation strategies is central to 
these projects. Some of them are being drafted jointly with research organisations (in fields such as 
coastal data or blue biotechnologies, for example). The new initiative on specialisation strategies may 
make it possible to take this further by identifying potential cooperative projects involving various 
regional authorities or between research players and/or between companies. 

 To identify investments that lie within the framework of Juncker investments, or to be a source of 
proposals on European programmes and policies. Projects linked to smart specialisation strategies 
may be a source of inspiration for Horizon 2020 programmes or territorial cooperation programmes as 
well as for the Juncker plan. This plan has no sector-based input, which implies that certain sectors 
(notably the maritime sector) that have less visible returns on investment risk being left behind despite 
the fact that investments are necessary in these very sectors and are very profitable in the medium-
term. The projects linked to smart specialisation strategies may also be sources of inspiration for 
thematic European policies, for example showing how the political recommendations tabled by the 
Regions are based on concrete economic choices on a regional level. As an example, the fact that marine 
energy is one of the cross-cutting priorities in areas such as advanced materials is consistent with the 
demand for a unified maritime industrial strategy expressed in the Umeå final declaration. 

 To contribute to the analysis of the use of the ESI Funds, in particular the ERDF and EMFF, notably 
with regard to the issues of conditionality, multi-fund approaches, or funding tools (e.g. financial 
instruments). There is a close tie between this and the work carried out by the CPMR on the European 
Union’s Regional Policy. 

II. GOVERNANCE 

The aim of the platform is to bring together: 

 The Regions and the CPMR Secretariat (including Geographical Commissions) to steer the 
approach and help to identify areas of work in collaboration with economic stakeholders and the 

research sector in their territories. A strong link will, of course, be sought with the CPMR’s working 
groups (on a European level as well as with the Geographical Commissions). They are possible 
frameworks within which to develop the approach further. 

 European institutions. A number of the European Commission’s Directorates General (DG Mare, DG 
Regio, DG RTD, DG Enterprises, DG Transport, DG Energy, DG Environment, DG Climate etc.) are 
already working on subjects connected with the maritime dimension of regional strategies. Advanced 
discussions have already been launched with several of these Directorates General. The subject is also 
of significant interest in the CPMR’s work with the European Parliament, notably within the 
framework of the Intergroup on Seas, Rivers, Islands and Coastal Areas, and with Member-States. 

 Interested maritime organisations. An Advisory Board will be set up, consisting of maritime 
organisations (e.g. representatives of players in the marine and maritime research area, industry, NGOs 
and other stakeholders such as European projects that already have links to the CPMR and certain 
Regions) or other interested parties. 

Moreover, the maritime basin dimension will be integrated into the project via the CPMR’s Geographical 
Commissions. The maritime basin dimension is important for the dynamics of investments in the maritime 
sector (e.g. a number of European marine research projects are structured on the basis of maritime basins) and 
for European policies on the sea (e.g. several significant regulations such as the Sulphur Directive, the 
Maritime Spatial Planning Directive and the Strategy for the Marine Environment Directive include a maritime 
basin dimension). A natural link will be established with existing maritime basin or macro-regional strategies 
and with similar strategies currently in the development stage. 
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III. TOPICS AND FORMAT OF DISCUSSIONS 

It is natural for the CPMR to concentrate on the subjects that already structure its activities in the maritime 
sector, since these subjects were identified on the basis of the work done with maritime regions. The main 
subjects are marine environment, fisheries and aquaculture, maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal 
zone management, coastal data, maritime industries (including marine-based renewable energies), maritime 
security, blue biotechnologies, marine mineral resources and coastal and maritime tourism. 

Topics for discussion, however, should be defined on the following bases: 

 A continuation of the analyses of regional strategies and the contents of ESI Fund programming in 

the Regions. The CPMR Secretariat General will intensify the analysis already underway (through the 
appointment of a dedicated member of staff as of April 2015), working closely with the Regions. The 
discussions will be based on an initial framework for the analysis and will involve interviews, where 
appropriate, with the political and/or technical representatives of the Regions and with economic 
stakeholders. Meetings will also be organised to reflect the work of the CPMR (working groups and 
statutory meetings of the CPMR and its Geographical Commissions, and ad-hoc meetings (conferences 
or meetings restricted to participants). 

 Suggestions made by the Regions, based on this analysis, reflecting their own priority concerns. 

 Suggestions made by European institutions and the partners of European maritime organisations. 

IV. NEXT STAGES (identifiable at this point in time) 

NB: A public conference on specialisation strategies and blue growth will be hosted in Brussels by the CPMR, 
DG Mare and DG REGIO as soon as possible, ideally between June and December. The conference will mark 
an important stage in the project. 

 
February 

 27 February – CPMR Political Bureau (Nantes, France) - discussion on the project 

 Letters to the Regions and maritime organisations to validate their interest in taking part 

March 

 17-18 March – General Assembly of the CPMR Atlantic Arc Commission (Bilbao, Spain) 

 26 March (to be confirmed) – Meeting to present the project, Brussels 
April 

 Discussions during meetings of the CPMR Maritime Working Groups (Brussels, Belgium) 
May 

 7 May – General Assembly of the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission (Vaasa, Finland) 

 28-29 May – European Maritime Days (Pireus, Greece) 

 29 May – General Assembly of the CPMR Balkans and Black Sea Commission, Brussels 

June 

 12 June – CPMR Political Bureau (Crete, Greece) – Interim report  

 25 June -  General Assembly of the CPMR Islands Commission (Burssels, Belgium) 

 16-19 June – General Assembly of the CPMR North Sea Commission (Assen, Netherlands) 
July 

 2-3 July – General Assembly of the CPMR Intermediterranean Commission (Peloponnese, Greece) 
November 

 4-6 November – CPMR General Assembly (Florence, Italy) – Report on the project and current 

updates 
 

  

http://www.northseasep.eu/events/past-events/north-sea-sep-midterm-conference-in-assen-netherlands/
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ANNEX 

EXAMPLES OF REGIONAL STRATEGIES 

The information below summarises – without being exhaustive – the content of smart specialisation strategies 
of some Regions. These examples were chosen so as to facilitate a discussion during the next meeting of the 
CPMR Political Bureau (Nantes, 27 February 2015). 

It is for instance interesting to stress: 

 The link between industrial sectors which is made through some of the strategies (e.g. Pays de la Loire 
and Asturias focus on a cross-cutting approach on advanced materials and production technologies, 

which notably reflects synergies between shipbuilding and marine renewable energies industries; 
Noord-Holland refers to synergies between tidal energy and offshore wind energy). Smart 

specialisation strategies are here reflecting the links – which corresponds to an economic reality – 
between industrial sectors, which are not reflected in the European blue growth approach. These 
synergies are also at the heart of the strategies of numerous other regions across Europe. 

 The diversity of maritime areas in which regions are active. Beyond industrial issues, strategies of the 
Azores and of Västra Götaland – or of other key regions of the Europe of the Sea, such as Brittany or 
Schleswig-Holstein, or many others) illustrate the diversity of these issues, and show the reality of the 

integrated maritime approach for regions. 

Other maritime areas, including environment or integrated coastal zone management, are included in the 
strategies of various regions, for instance in the Mediterranean basin. 

 

Pays de la Loire (Source: “Regional Innovation Strategy for Smart Specialisation” (SRI-SI), January 2014) 

The strategy of Pays de la Loire has six priorities. Of these, the ones listed below have significant links to 
maritime industrial issues: 

 Emergence and circulation of Advanced Production Technologies to transform the industry; 

 Maritime industries: construction and new energy sources. 

These subjects involve players such as shipbuilders (STX, DNCS), manufacturers of components for offshore 
marine energy and oceanic energy (Rollix Delafontaine, Alstom, General Electrics, EDF Energies nouvelles), 
clusters (Neopolia which brings together SMEs in shipbuilding, aeronautics, marine energies, hydrocarbons 
and gas, and the railway industry), academics (Ecole Centrale de Nantes), the EMC2 cluster specialising in 
composite materials, the Institut de Recherche Technologique Jules Verne and the large Nantes-St Nazaire 
maritime harbour. 

Asturias (source: “Estrategia RIS3 para Asturias 2014-2020”, March 2014) 

The Region of Asturias has a 6-point strategy. Of these, the ones listed below are closely tied to maritime 
industrial issues: 

 Asturias industrial steel cluster (open innovation in the production and processing of steel; 

maritime industries: shipping and offshore wind power). The shipping sector in Asturias specialises 
in three major areas of business - transport, marine energy and fisheries. Asturias’ strategy emphasises 
the potential for the development of an offshore wind power industry. This requires companies within 
the Region to increase their ability to develop new materials that are suitable for the marine 
environment, robotisation and automation techniques and the processing of waste and emissions from 
construction processes. These subjects can be linked with the following two other priorities in 
Asturias’ strategy. 

 Advanced, durable materials with the production of materials with applications in heavy industry 
and the railway sector, and possibly of interest to maritime industries. 

 New production models that may also be of interest to maritime industries. 
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These topics are mobilising players such as the shipyards belonging to the Armon and Gondan groups, the 
SOERMAR Foundation which has, as its members, small and medium-sized shipbuilders, the ports of Aviles 
and Gijon (the latter has recently built an extension to cater for companies working in the marine energy 
sector), the University of Oviedo, the merchant navy college, the Asturian Energy Foundation (FEAN) and a 
number of technology centres (e.g. ITMA for materials and PRODINTEC for design and industrial 
production). 

Azores (source: Estratégia de investigação e inovação para a especialização inteligente da Região autónoma 
dos Açores – RIS3 Azores, March 2014) 

The Azores strategy identifies three strategic priorities: 1. Agriculture, livestock farming and the agri-food 
industry, 2. Fisheries and the Sea, and 3. Tourism. 

The “Fisheries and the Sea” priority is structured around the following three areas: 

 Strengthening the position of the Azores as an inter-continental platform in the field of knowledge 

on oceans (research in the areas of aquaculture, blue biotechnologies, deep sea activities, the exploita-
tion of marine currents and the general positioning of the Azores as a platform between Europe, the 
Americas and Africa); 

 Enhancing the value of fisheries products (new processes for the processing, preservation and pack-

aging of fisheries products, technical and commercial monitoring relating to fisheries products); 

 Developing collaborative relationships and promoting innovative activities relating to the Sea (de-
velopment of new markets connected to scientific knowledge of the Sea (e.g. regarding tourism, in 
connection with whale watching  or sport fishing), promotion of the link between the sectors of fish-
eries and the sea with other sectors, as well as between universities, businesses and administrations). 

Several flagship projects related to these areas are identified, such as the “AQUA - Experimental Aquaculture 
Centre of the Azores” and “VALORFISH – enhancing the value of fisheries products” projects. 

268 fishermen are registered in the Azores, and the sector of processing and marketing of fisheries products 
represents nearly 1,000 jobs. LOTAOR (public company responsible for the management of fishing ports and 
fish auctions in the Azores), COFACO (canning company) and Santa Catarine industria Conserveira (canning 
company) are among the key companies in this sector. The Azores also welcome IMAR-DOP / UAc, one of 
the main Portuguese research centres on the sea, specialising in fundamental and applied research in science 
and technology of the sea, and the aquatic environment. Stakeholders from the Azores are involved in a 
significant number of European projects of the FP7, such as CORALFISH (study of the links between corals, 
marine species and fish) MADE (study of ways to reduce harmful impacts on stocks of large pelagic species). 

West-Netherlands (including Noord-Holland and Zuid-Holland - source: "Smart Specialisation Strategy 

for Western Netherlands", January 2014)[1] 

Water and maritime technologies are at the heart of the specialisation strategy of Regions Noord-Holland and 
Zuid-Holland. These regions benefit from the presence of three types of coast in their territories: the coast of 
the North Sea, the coast of the Wadden Sea and the coast of the large freshwater lake IJsselmeer, which 
generates freshwater–salt water transitions. The Regions of Noord-Holland and Zuid-Holland have 
significant capabilities in offshore wind energy and energy of biological origin (tidal for example). The 
geographical position of the western Netherlands is ideal for developing synergies between the interactions 
between energy and water, for example, tidal and offshore wind energy. 

In relation to these elements, the strategy focuses in particular on: 

 Clean and smart ships: clean fuels, fuel efficient and safer vessels that require less maintenance; 

 Exploitation of the Sea: sustainable extraction of raw materials and energy production (including 
wind); 

 Strengthening the already strong position of sea ports and making them more sustainable through 
the use of biogas and biodiesel, focusing on clean technologies and reuse, capture and storage of CO2; 

 Large-scale and central production of electricity, also by wind power. 

                                                      
[1] 4 areas have been identified in the Netherlands for the implementation of Regional Policy. The elements below are for 
the “West-Netherlands” area, which includes the provinces of Noord Holland and Zuid Holland. 
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These areas mobilise a number of key players, including six universities in the Region, which conduct 
research on intelligent distribution networks and the production of offshore wind energy, Boskalis and Van 
Oord, a major global player in the dredging industry, the Technical University of Delft, UNESCO-IHE and 
Deltares, leaders in the field of water management and delta technology. The Netherlands Water Partnership 
brings together a large number of players of these areas. In parallel, the Region has a strong maritime sector 
in the fields of shipbuilding, offshore and shipping. 

Västra Götaland (Source: Maritime clusters, Västra Götaland, January 2013) 
 

The Västra Götaland Regional Strategy for Growth and Innovation (VG 2020) includes the Västra Götaland 

Innovation Strategy, which is the RIS of the Region. Implementation of VG 2020 involves specific work 

with 5 competitive cluster areas. One of these clusters focuses on the “marine environment and the maritime 

sector”. Work in this area is also connected to the regional maritime strategy, which was first approved in 

2008 and then revised in 2015. In 2015, the Region will launch a maritime action plan which directs the use 

of regional development funding. 

Since 2013, Västra Götaland is building a growth and innovation platform in the maritime cluster, focusing 

on the following priority areas: 

 Maritime operations (low emission fuels and maritime development in urban areas) 

 Marine biotechnologies (biorefinery, marine bioeconomy) 

 Marine energy (wave, wind, currents) 

 Sea-food (sustainable coastal fisheries, aquaculture, processing and trade); 

 Tourism and recreation (sustainability in high-growth sector)  

 Marine management (coastal and marine spatial planning) 

 

 

 


