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Owing to the powers they have at their disposal, the regions often produce and use data in the design 
and delivery of policies on human activities: spatial planning, the coastal economy, coastal defence 
and adaptation to climate change, protection of the marine environment, pollution (the Water 
Framework Directive, Marine Strategy), fisheries management and aquaculture, and the management 
of port activities. They are also associated to implementing European directives on coastal issues.  
They draw up their cooperation projects based on available indicators and increasingly produce 
indicators themselves as part of monitoring and implementing cooperation projects. 

 

They must therefore be considered as fully-fledged operational stakeholders in the field of maritime 
policy data and indicators. 
 
 

I.) STATE OF PLAY 
 

• In order to formulate and introduce territorial strategies and management policies, it is first 
necessary to evaluate what already exists using statistics, evaluations, atlases, indicators, etc.  
This depends on the existence of enough good quality comparable and accessible data compiled at the 
right level to suit needs. 
 

• Over the past few years, a large number of initiatives on indicators and data have been launched at 
national and European level. Among the most significant initiatives and existing regulatory/legal 
instruments for the marine, maritime and coastal environment, we might list the following: 
 

- the Integrated Coastal Zone Management Strategy (ICZM), and implementation of the 
Recommendation issued by the European Parliament and Council; 

- the Water Framework Directive; 
- the Blue Book on the EU’s maritime dimension and its action plan and in particular the 

Roadmap for Maritime Spatial Planning: Achieving Common Principles in the EU;  
- the Framework Directive on the EU’s marine strategy; 
- the coastal strands of the white paper on adaptation to climate change; 
- the Common Fisheries Policy, the reform of which has been launched in the recent Green Paper 

on the reform of the CFP; 
- the Natura 2000 approach at sea;  

 
… in addition to several initiatives concerning a number of different policies and focusing on: the 
responses to be given to the impacts of global change, natural hazards and spatial planning (IPCC, 
Seveso Directive, Flood Directive; Directives on waste, Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion); 
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maintaining biodiversity and habitat protection; the aspects of integrated development; the 
standardisation of data (INSPIRE, EMODNET); the “data” component of maritime research policy; 
and the work led by the European Environment Agency. 
 
However, the regions note that, in spite of the real progress made following the development of an 
integrated approach to European maritime policy, there is still a serious lack of coordination 
concerning indicators for the quantitative and qualitative evaluation of European policies, indicators 
produced in European programmes and projects and the specification of data to be produced.  
This lack of coordination is equally apparent within the European Commission, between member 
states and within member states themselves.  
The regions are pleased about the approach instigated by EMODNET and have announced their 
availability to contribute to its development in a response to the Commission’s consultation on 
EMODNET. 
 
 

2) THE CONSEQUENCES 
 

This lack of clarity has numerous consequences. Most importantly, it gives the impression that efforts 
could be made to improve the picture the Commission has of the situation in EU territories when it 
prepares policies and undertakes financial programming.  
 
It is also important to note the difficulties encountered in collecting data for coastal and maritime 
indicators that are still sectoral and thus poorly adapted to the real situation on the ground and 
existing data.  
 
It will furthermore be necessary to exploit the data and indicators produced in different European 
programmes and projects and, during the second part of the current programming period as well as 
the next one, to promote the dissemination and exploitation of the results of this work within EU 
countries, and even within individual sea basins if possible. 
 
It is essential that such coordination at basin level be organised regarding certain themes; adaptation 
to climate change in coastal areas, the comprehensive assessment of fish stocks and efforts to 
understand the functioning and evolution of marine ecosystems at the scale advocated by the Marine 
Strategy. These can only be correctly and usefully implemented if these issues are examined and 
understood using reliable and interoperable data at sea basin level.  
 
 

3) SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION 
 

i) Production of a management chart for data and indicators concerning coastal and maritime policies. 
The production of an inventory of indicators and data concerning the integrated management of 
coastal and maritime policies is essential. Their increasingly sectoral nature is hampering the 
development of an integrated approach to the use and protection of Europe’s coasts and seas.  
 
The aim of such an initiative is to ensure that the indicators and data developed at EU level are 
consensual enough to be accepted by the different European Commission DGs and incorporated 
within the internal management of their policies and programmes. These indicators must also be 
taken on board by the different levels of governance and those responsible for managing European 
coastal territories.  
 
This includes the regions, and they should be consulted on the introduction of these indicators in 
order to ensure that they can really be used in practice.  
 
The EMODNET has successfully started this work, but it must be completed with a land-based part 
and data for all levels of governance.  
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It is also necessary to improve harmonisation of reporting from Member States in the application of a 
number of Directives, in order to be able to compare data and thus foster integration initiatives. 
 

ii) The creation of an organised structure within the Commission to ensure the consistency and 
complementarity of EU initiatives concerning maritime policy indicators or the maritime component 
of sectoral policies (transport; adaptation to climate change, etc.). 
 
In parallel and in addition to the EMODNET approach, it might also be necessary to test the new 
working method by setting up a working group on the indicators. The purpose of this group 
would be to identify issues to be addressed by the indicators within the framework of integrated 
maritime policy and to identify the essential data. The regions should be invited to participate in such a 
group.  

 
 

iii) The systematic introduction of provisions on data and indicators in the regulations and guidelines 
for EU programmes. These should, provide for the production of impact assessments or analyses of 
the situation regarding data and indicators to be produced when drawing up the operational 
programmes (OP).  

 
- Efforts to ensure such consistency, which should also cover requirements on the inter-

operability of data, could be supported by a group of people involved in the design, delivery 
and monitoring of the OP, which would help to:  

 

• define the message to be conveyed to the Interreg Secretariats on the one hand, and 
potential project leaders on the other hand ; 

• organise the dissemination of the message in each of the cooperation areas; 

• ensure that those involved in integrated maritime policy use the indicators and data 
gathered in EU programmes and projects.  

 
 
 

*** 

Contacts : 

M. François DESRENTES (CPMR) : francois.desrentes@crpm.org 
Mrs Corine LOCHET (Provence-Alpes Côte-d’Azur Region) : clochet@regionpaca.fr 
 

*** 
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