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The world has been moving towards unity for some 500 years.  
Globalisation originated in Europe, and currently manifests itself as a multipolar planet characterised by the 
intensification of trade, the dismantling of borders and the fact that the world as a whole faces shared 
challenges affecting the future of mankind. 
This relentless trend, which is underpinned by progress in science and technology, is undermining the rules 
of the game governing political, economic and social structures, which have been patiently been built up 
over previous centuries. All public and private players are affected, with regard to both their status and their 
role. Nobody can predict what new balance of power will emerge as a result of it, for better or for worse. 
Increasing interdependence brings with it both a positive tendency towards openness as well as fearful 
backlashes. It leads to the development of major continental blocs and new global rules, but also encourages 
people to seek refuge in the national, ethnic and religious identities that emerged as a result of history. 
 
Previously protected by steadfast national borders, regional authorities now find themselves concerned by 
all of these changes, and they share both the benefits and the devastating effects with the people they 
represent. As with other tiers of authority in public life, they are called upon to play an active role in them, 
whether they like it or not. Accordingly, their political stage has taken on a continental and global 
dimension, which they have to mix and match with the concerns of their territories. Maritime safety along 
their coasts is dealt with at the International Maritime Organisation and the International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Fund. Their sustainable development requirements are defined in the context of the Kyoto 
Protocol, the Johannesburg Summit and specialised UN agencies. Their economic development 
opportunities and the way the varying impacts of globalisation are taken account of are dealt with by 
continental blocs (the European Union, NAFTA, Mercosur, ASEAN) and the World Trade Organisation. 
 
Thirty years ago, a core group of European regions decided to organise themselves at European Economic 
Community level in order to participate in the momentum generated by the Treaty of Rome. Since then, the 
regions have progressively become fully-fledged partners in the Union’s activities. A similar approach needs 
to be adopted at global level so that the voices of those who are close to people involved in globalisation can 
be heard. 
 
The Azores seminar aims to be a building block in this strategy.  
 
The approach is a complex one. Also, the debates that will take place during this meeting will above all aim 
to shed light on the different ways in which the regions are currently affected by globalisation.  
It would seem that three thematic approaches should be adopted: 

1. the varying impacts of globalisation and the instruments needed for making the most of the 
momentum in order to boost territories’ attractiveness; 
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2. the requirement for sustainable development which preserves “the Earth’s capital”; 

3. the involvement of regions in the governance of globalisation. 

THE VARYING IMPACTS OF GLOBALISATION AND THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF TERRITORIES 
Globalisation is redrawing the map of economic activity across the world, and altering territories’ 
development opportunities. 

- The crossed analysis of an economist, one or two chief executives from industry, a banker (from the 
World Bank), a representative of the World Trade Organisation and the European Union’s 
Directorate-General for Competition, will shed light on the main trends and challenges. 

- The speeches of regional presidents will illustrate how they are trying to support their regional 
economies in the face of global competition. 

- Public sector representatives from different continents (the European Union’s Directorate-General 
for Regional Policy, the Inter-American Development Bank or the Andean Community) or world 
bodies (UN agencies) will present information on public mechanisms for supporting regional 
economies.  

A discussion will follow on the instruments which should be promoted. 

THE REGIONS’ PARTICIPATION IN ACHIEVING THE OBJECTIVE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
Under pressure due to the strategies adopted by States across the world and the demands of local people, 
regional officials are involved in the design and delivery of sustainable development policies. This is an area 
where the regions are already more organised: 

- since the Johannesburg Summit, through the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable 
Development (nrg4SD); 

- due to their involvement in the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund. 

Various personal accounts will shed light on the double-edged strategy of their commitments: 

- cooperation ventures between regions and different continents to deal with some of the challenges 
together (water, climate change, coastal zone protection, sustainable agriculture, forestry, renewable 
energies, etc.); 

- their participation in the definition of global standards. 

INVOLVING THE REGIONS IN THE GOVERNANCE OF GLOBALISATION 
International relations continue to be fundamentally regulated by the inter-State system of relations 
inherited from the 19th century. The institutional role of the regional level varies considerably from one 
country to another, and from continent to continent. This session will endeavour to explore the most useful 
ways of involving the regions in decision making process and the delivery of policies concerned with 
globalisation. 

- Personal accounts by regional presidents will illustrate how they are participating in some of these 
mechanisms; 

- Officials of national institutions (foreign affairs ministries), continental institutions (for example, the 
European Union’s Director General for External Relations) or world bodies (such as the United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research) will talk about their expectations regarding the regions’ 
role in global policies. Emphasis could be given to the European Union’s neighbourhood and wider 
neighbourhood policies. 


