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EU ISLAND REGIONS EXPRESS SOLIDARITY WITH  
SMALL ISLAND STATES ON THE ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

The European islands’ regional authorities, which have recently met in Gothenburg in the framework of the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions’ General Assembly, have voiced their support for the small 
island states’ initiative1 calling for more radical measures against the causes of the climate change. 
 
A few weeks ago, the “Alliance of Small Island States” (AOSIS)2 – a structure gathering 43 states within the 
United Nations – issued a strongly worded declaration condemning the lack of ambition in the ongoing 
international climate change negotiations. 
Many of these states, which include atolls and low-lying islands in the Pacific, are under severe threat 
because of the prospect of a rise in sea level, and the growing frequency of extreme climatic events. 
 
Calling for a motion of support, Councillor Angus Campbell, Leader of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (UK) 
pointed out that “though the Outer Hebrides were a long way away from the Pacific, they were not immune to such 
risks”, some part of this archipelago being notoriously exposed to flooding (as the tragic events of the 2005 
storm, which killed five islanders, demonstrated). 
This view was shared by all the island delegations who decided to vote their immediate support for the 
AOSIS’ initiative. 
 
The CPMR Islands Commission Chair, Convener Alec MacDonald (UK) has indicated that he would write to 
the AOSIS Chairman, Ambassador Dessina Williams of Grenada, to ascertain how the AOSIS and the CPMR 
Islands Commission could cooperate to raise the island and climate change issue in their respective spheres 
of influence. 
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1 article published in the first pages of the newspaper “ Le Monde” on 23 September 2009 
2 http://www.sidsnet.org/aosis/ 
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