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PIEBALGS TELLS THE REGIONS: CLIMATE CHANGE IS A MATTER 
OF CREDIBILITY 

 

 

A delegation of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CRPM) had a long meeting 
yesterday with Energy Commissioner Andris PIEBALGS. José Javier ARMENDARIZ, Regional 
Minister of Industry & Technology, Commerce and Work, from the Region of Navarra (ES) 
presented the conclusions of the “Energy for the Periphery” conference held in Pamplona (ES) last 
year. In this document, (http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/202_minutes.pdf), Regional 
Authorities asked the Commission to be considered as fully-fledged partners in the EU Energy 
policy. They also underlined the potential importance of Europe’s maritime periphery as a source 
of renewable energy. 
 
Andris PIEBALGS welcomed the CPMR’s conclusions and emphasised the role of all levels of 
government in the field of energy, declaring that “Regions are particularly well placed to understand 

the needs and concerns of the citizens and at the same time to find apt solutions to problems. They have an 

especially important role to play in the field of energy savings”. The Commissioner also showed great 

concern for climate change. “For Europe”, he said, “Climate change is not only a top priority; it has become 

a matter of credibility. The Union must achieve its CO² emission reduction target if it does not want to lose 

its credibility both on the international scene, and internally, with its own citizens.  This is a policy on which 

there shall be no turning back”. He added: “Europe’s energy security is a matter of prime importance. It is 

obvious that when we have 20% of our energy coming from our own renewable resources, we will also have 

a stronger hand in negotiation to buy the remaining 80%. Otherwise we shall be totally at the mercy of our 

suppliers”. Europe must also diversify its suppliers to avoid depending on only a few countries and to choose 

its best provider.  

 

During the discussions, Jean-Didier HACHE, Coordinator of CPMR Energy working group raised a 
number of issues, including the proposed inclusion of CO2 emissions in the ETS (European Union 
Emission Trading Scheme), and its potential impact on the cost of air transport to remote 
peripheral areas. The Commissioner thought that exclusion of certain geographical areas from the 
ETS was not a satisfactory solution, and that other means had to be employed to avoid undesirable 
social and economic consequences. Commissioner Piebalgs also expressed the view that financial 
resources arising from such schemes should be employed to meet the objectives of CO² reduction, 
for example by financing R&D. 
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A case was also made about the situation of very remote peripheral maritime regions with small 
markets, such as the islands, which were experiencing especially severe difficulties because of the 
very high cost of petrol. Asked about the possibility of implementing specific tax provisions, 
Commissioner PIEBALGS replied that he doubted that such a measure would be really efficient, 
because oils prices were fluctuating substantially. A better long-term strategy was probably to 
ensure that such areas would become less and less dependant on petrol.  
 

Kevan LIM, Councillor, East of England Regional Assembly, was also part of the CPMR 
delegation visiting the Commissioner. He pointed out the complexity of European R&D 
programmes in the energy field. Piebalgs agreed with the CPMR representative saying that “in the 
past the EU was more attentive on procedure transparencies and accountability than on the result. This 
should evolve to make the results more of a priority. 

The Latvian Commissioner said that he was well aware of the potential of peripheral maritime 
regions in the field of sustainable energy, and recalled his visits to areas such as Cornwall where 
he had witnessed such developments. Asked by M. Enrique DIAZ MORENO, Director of Trade 
and Industry, Government of Navarra, about the necessity to promote bio-fuels production, Mr 

PIEBALGS stressed his desire to see bio-fuels being produced in Europe, so as to contribute to the 
growth and jobs strategy fixed in Lisbon as well as to the furthering of innovation and research.  

 
Lastly, M. Paolo GIANNARELLI, representing Claudio MARTINI President of Tuscany and the 

CPMR, stimulated the debate on green hydrogen and on the European hydrogen platform. At the 
moment, hydrogen is still not used very much at the European level, but Mr. PIEBALGS showed 
interest in it and admitted the key roles of maritime regions in this field. “The sea,” he concluded, 
“is a wonderful resource for providing energy, particularly hydrogen. It offers many different ways to 
produce hydrogen such as off shore wind, the movement of the waves and of the tide. The Maritime regions' 
potential in this field is an opportunity which must be seized.” 
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